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DE BOW’S REVIEW.

JULY, 1857.

AGRICULTURAL FEATURES OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA.

Ip the May number of the Review Mr. Ruffin discusses the subject of the
Low-Lands between Albemarle Sound and the Chesapeake Bay under several
leading heads, to wit: their surface, soil, rivers, drainage, ete. He now com-
Pletes the discussion, with other practical and striking arguments and illustra-
tions, having prepared his very full notes at the instance of the State Agricul-
toral Society of Virginia, of which he is the able and influential head.

VIII. Evidences or illustrations of the existing injuries
Jrom superfluous water, and of the proper means for rclief.

The plan or principle on which I would propose to drain
the lands of this low country is very different from what has
heretofore been unusually aimed at, and, but partially effected.
Instead of removing the excess of water by passing it off over the
surface through numercusshallow and open tap-ditches, I would,
by a few deep and mostly covered drains, tap the glutted sand-
bed below, and thus, as much as practicable, lessen or entirely
abate the previous npward pressure and direction of the con-
fined water, and thereby relieving the upper bed of earth of
its present supply of moisture from below, make it dry and
Permcable, and so permit, for the future, the excess of rain-
water to sink into the drained upper bed, and be thus drawn
off by percolation to the still lower sand-bed, (then empty
enough at top to receive such temporary additions,) and thence
the water to pass along the dip of the sand-bed, and far be-
neath the surface of the land, to the nearest deep stream or
other place of discharge.

It is admitted that, except as to my own limited operations
and experience, on a single farm, (Marlbourne,) there is al-
most no such practical proof of the eff~cts here anticipated in
regard to this great low-Liud region, or which so little is well
known to mf. But reeen’, and few, ond limited as have been
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my means for personal examination and investigation in this
region, there can be little doubt of the general existence of
the one important natural feature on which my plan and
reasoning rest, viz: the under-lying and water-glutted sand-
bed, having a general, very slight, continuous dip. " If this is
the general and natural condition of the land, and if itis a
sufficient canse for its present wetness, then it follows that the
true grinciple of drainage, which sound theory would direct,
is to draw the water from the dottom, and not from the Zop,.as
is the only function of shallow ditches. It may be, in some
few localities, that the.glutted sand-bed lies too low to be
reached by ditches without too great labor and expense. But
even such objections to the practical operations will not inval-
idate the correctness of the theory. And such good ol:ijec-
tiolns to practice probably exist inrgut few cases of limited lo-
calities.

It is manifest, to the least consideration, that the usual and
universally approved plan and procedure cannot drain this
land. Asto tllj)e moisture infiltrating from the glut below, or
driven npward by hydrostatic pressure, or drawn still hi her
and diffused as mere dampness by capillary attraction, it is
obvious that this moisture cannot be lessened by any number
of ditches in the upper earth. As to the excess of rain-water,
when remaining separate on the surface, some of it will flow
off in shallow ditches. DBut none will so pass off, from
a level surface until the excess of water stands in small

ools. Nor can any of the surplus water escape by filtrat-
ing laterally through the soil until the soil or upper earth has
drunk up more rain-water than it can retain. These con-
ditions of extremely wet earth, (and the more if of recently
and deegly ploughed land,e) must exist before the present sys-
tem of drainage can even begin to act, and must still remain
in force after the ditches have ceased to draw from the land
that portion of the water which cannot be held absorbed. All
the still remaining water, (and enough for the time to convert
tilled soil to mire,) will be removed onl by evaporation, as
.none can sink into the earth below in its present and usual
wet state caused by the glut of water in the sand-bed, and
the moisture always rising therefrom.

The best farmers seeing the imperfect operation of this plan
of draining, have sought the desired improvement in digging
all their ditches deeper than usual. But, unless such deepen-
ing reached and tapped the sand-bed, the deeper ditches could
not gather any water from below, and could convey no more
from the surface of the land than would be done by shallower
-ditches in somewhat longer time.
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IX. The upper beds always permeable if drained.

But even if it be conceded to my argument that the sand-
bed could be tapped, and the previous upper layer of its water
be drawn off an(F ept permanently lowered, it would still .be
denied by most of the farmers that the rain-water can then
gink through the earth. This denial would be founded on the
supposed impervious texture of the intervening bed of earth.
This belief of the under earth being impermeable to water is
not only general dn Perquimons, (and with much color of
truth there,) where the upper e is extremely close and
stiff, and in some places eight feet or more in thickness, but
also in Princess Anne and Norfolk counties, where the soil
and under earth are abundantly porous, and not generally
more than four feet thick.

Further, the immense quantity of rain-water which remains
long, and covers much of the surface on the forest land in its
natural condition, and which water passes off where ditches
have been dug, makes it seem incredible that even half of all
this water could sink through the earth below. It is also a
prevailing belief that there is more rain in this region than

neral. I presume that no more rain falls from the clouds,

ut as very little of the excess of rain-water sinks into the
earth, (because of its wetness below,) there is far more of the
surplus rain-water to be removed and discha.rlged by ditches
than in other localities. In some of the nearly as I’ersvel but
higher lands of parts of Southampton and Surry, in Virginia,
scarcely a ditch is required, and there is no evil of rain-water
remaining on the surface. There, in furnishing a pervious
soil and sub-soil and dry underbeds, nature has effectually
under-drained such lands, and in so doing has enabled most of
the surplus rain-water to disappear by downward filtration.
The great quantity of rain-water in the fow—lands which passes
off in the ditches is owing to the small absorbing powe= of the
always wet lower earth, and, in less degree, of the upper also.

X. Examples of the effects of the true principle of drainage
in both e n{mmtf)pmtmf" ploof drainege,

Though there has been very little practice in this region on
the plan of tapping and drawing off the confined water of the
inferior sand-bed, and almost none by design, there still have
been some such operations, and with marked beneficial results.
Mr. J. T. Granberry, in Perquimons, and Mr. E. H. Herbert,
in Princess Anne, tapped the water of the sand-bed when
they anticipated nothing of the important ef. .t, and merel
designed to make unusually large and deep diizhes. Mr. WY
Sayre, then of Norfolk county, acting on my general views
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and advice, given to him before I had seen his land, or even
any part of the region in question, sought for and found the
wet sand-bed at four to five feet deep, and to which no ditch
on his farm or near to it had before penetrated. e deepened
the greater length of his general outside ditch to the sand,
and found great increased draining benefit therefrom in the
single year which he continued to own and reside on the farm.
One of the effects could scarcely be mistaken. In the sum-
mer after the first opening of this deep encircling ditch to the
sand-bed, the well, half a mile distant fronf the ditch, ceased
to supply water, and continued thus nearly dry until in the
following winter. This well, (or another very close by,) had
always before, and as far back as known, yielded water abund-
antly, and through the dryest seasons. The subsequent and
long failure must have been caused by the cutting off, by the
deep outside ditch, the supply to the well of water from the
sand-bed. It is difficult to appreciate such slow and gradual
effects, or to know always to what particular courses to ascribe
them. Such effects from this mode of drainage may be slowly
increasing for years before reaching their maximum of opera-
tion.

But on this principle there are many other and great drain-
age operations which nature has executed, and which show
the beneficial results that are here promised. Every river or
smaller decp water channel in this low-land is, in effect, a
deep drain cut into the glutted sand-bed, and which cut or
tapping has been operating to draw off the neighboring con-
fined water, and to prevent its upward pressure so far as cir-
cumstances permitted. Along the sides of every river and
deep branch the bordering lands, for half a mile or more in
breadth, are much drier than any other adjacent lands of
equal elevation and like surface. This is the case as in Du-
rant’s Neck, where the land is very level, and also lower than
is usual for the firmest soil. This is the long peninsula of good
land lying between Perquimons and Little river, and extend-
ing to Al%emarle Sound.

%‘he depressed shore of a river does not serve the better to
drain bordering land because the river is a mile or more in
width. A covered drain, having but a four-inch pipe or pas-
sage for water, if serving to reduce and convey away all the
excess of under-water, and to prevent‘®its previous upward
pressure, and so leave the upper layer of the sand-bed dry,
would, for draining effect, serve all the purposes of the widest
river of no greater draining depth. If the natural depression
for theriver's passa%e serves to drain by lateral percolation half
a mile width of the bordering land, a deep artificial drain sunk
a foot or two into the sand-bed, and whether open or covered,
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may be expected to do as much. And if so, deep parallel
drains a mile apart perhaps might drain the intermediate land.
And such drains, even if ten feet deep and covered, would
still be made and kept at less cost than the never-ccasing trou-
ble of the numerous shallow and open ditches in Perquimons.
Bat in most other places, as Princess Anne and Norfolk coun-
ties, the glutted sand-bed is not usually more than four feet
below the surface, and drains sunk into the sand, and if four
or even eight of them to the mile of width or cross-distance,
would not be very costly, and could scarcely fail of their ob-
ject.
X1. Draining vertically by bore-holes.

Where the water is closely confined in the sand-bed by the
compact texture of the wet over{lying earth, and the upward
pressure-of the confined water is considerable, (because of the
quantity, or height, or weight of the water at the higher
sources,) a portion of the water may be drawn higher than
the top of the sand-bed by use of the auger. As in most of
the wells the water rises to more or less height above the
top of the sand, so it would rise as high in holes bored by
an inch-anger. And if the main or discharging ditches were
sunk but a few inches lower, then the water could be thus
drawn up in holes bored in such ditch, the water rising
through the boring would continue to flow off along the bot-
tom of the ditch. In such cases, the holes, if found opera-
tive, should be bored every thirty to fifty yards in a new
ditch, as some will not act at all. Each such bore, when act-
ing to bring up a -continued stream, is an artificial “ boiling
spring.” And if there is sufficient quantity and force of the
water thus rising, there is no more reason why the artificial
boiling’ spring shall be obstructed and its flow stopped than a
natural one.

XT1. The presence of quick-sand both as an impediment or
an aid to effectual draining.

It was by such borings (commenced for a very different
object) that I first discovered the general existence and the
pr(:lpenies of the water-glutted sand-bed on my own farm,
and by them drew.up and passed off water in considerable
quantity before my main ditch had been sunk within two feet
of the sand-bed. But if it is practicable and safe to go deeper
with the spade, this vertical draining, in open ditches, should
be but a temporary expedient, as it was in my own case. Ii
the water will rise, say two feet in such bore-holes, to th
then bottom of an open ditch, it will operate partially to re-
duce the glut of water below and prevent so much of its up-
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ward pressure. But the reduction will not be of any water
that cannot force its passage so high. The greatest value of
the fact of thus draining up water by boring, is the sure indi-
cation it affords of the still greater success of a future deeper
digging of the ditch. If water thus rises to the height of two
feet, it will rise with much more force and longer continuance
if the ditch is sunk deeper and the water has so much less
height to rise. If by still later and deeper digging the ditch
is sunk into the sand, then there will no longer be vertical or
boiling springs, but, instead, water oozing or flowing in late-
rally from the upper sand and along the whole line of such
digﬁing. Of course, and the more if the sand is very fine,
such continuous opening is better than any number of auger
holes, even if the %ores should always continue open and dis-
rging.

The inability to execute so extensive and costly an operation
at once compelled me to deepen my main ditch at different
times and in several successive years. But there is another
reason for such ual deepening, which will probably be
found to ogerate in all dig%i]ngs into the sand-bed in this low
country. Itis most likely that this water-glutted bed is every
where a “quick-sand,” almost semi-fluid, and which, as soon
a8 dug into, will flow in from the sides and fill with sand the
deeper excavation. And if the digging is persisted-in it will
cause caving or falling in of the solid and dry upper margins
of the ditch, so that any effectual or permanent deepening at
that time will be impracticable. If quick-sand is the greatest
impediment to continued and successful deepening of %he dig-

ing, its presence is also the surest proof of the necessity for

e work and the best surety for its final and complete success.
Quick-sand is nothing but a very pure and loose sand of which
all the interstices are glutted with water. There is'no co-
herence of the different particles of such sand, and the water
contained therein is nearly as much in bulk as the solid matter
of the sand itself, and when drained and passing off the water
is continually renewed by lateral supply from more or less re-
mote and higher sources. Hence quick-sand is semi-fluid, and
flows in almost as freely as water, fills every lower cavi]?v of
an open ditch, and is like to enter eyery crevice of the filling
material of a covered drain, and finally to choke the narrow
conduit. Nothing can be worse than quick-sand to oppose the
immediate and complete excavation of a ditch, whether to be
covered or left open. But delay and time afford the remedy.
‘When quick-sand is reached the digging should at first go no
deeper than its surface, or no deeper into the sand than may
be without causing damage. Then the before confined water,
which rendered the sand “quick” or semi-fluid, will find a
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discharge into the ditch. The previous upward pressure will
be removed. Later, the water will subside, leaving free the
upper sand, thus drained into the ditch, and as low as the level
of the discharge. In a year after the first operation, the then
bottom of the ditch will no longer be of quick-sand, as at first,
but will have become firm, and may then be deepened some
six or eight inches more, before reaching what is still quick-
sand beFow. Thus so much deeper and fuller discharge is
given to the water, and so much more of the quantity re-
moved, that thereby another layer of the then highest quick-
sand is gradually converted to dryer and firm sand, and which
may also be subsequently taken out safely by the spade. In
this thanner, and easily, and with best effects, I have, in three
successive years, gained two feet of depth below the original
surface of & bad quick-sand, in which at first I could not kee
open the shallowest permanent ¥aesuge. If all the glutt
sand-bed of the low country (as inferred) is also of quick-sand,
in like manner it may at first be barely tapped by ditchin
and afterwards, and fradually, be dug into deeper, until
the i:&'urions excess of under-water has been reduced and re-
moved.

XTIIL. Zests by which to judge in advance of the expediency
:;' success of dggwed drain'gng operations, and tllustrations of
ects.

Such is my view of the cause of the general wetness of this
low-land region, and such the proposed remedy. If the prin-
ciple is sound and the deductions true it is enough for my ar-
gument, and also for every extreme applications of the theory
in practice. But it is not for me, slightly informed of partic-
ular facts and localities as I am by cSersonal observation, to
offer particular directions for practical operations, or to state
the natural and various conditions of different localities, which
may either invite or discourage and forbid efforts to drain by
means of reaching the deep-seated sources of the injurious
waters. In many or most localities of this t low-land
region the %ll?posed means may be used both cheaply and
profitably. others, owing to the ﬁreater depth of digging
necesgary, the m&ﬁon though equally sure of success, might
be of more cost proﬁt. Every judicious farmer acquainted
with the local details can best determine as to the applicability
of my general plan to his own farm and vicinity. But there
are certain indications and preliminary tests of the need for
and probable success of such undertakings, which each farmer
should consult in advance. These will now be mentioned.

The shallow wells on every farm will have shown whether
a sand-bed has been reached, whether its being tapped
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brought up water, and at what height above the sand, if any
the water stands permanently, and how much higher after
winter, or the wettest seasons. These facts would serve to
show how high the water may be drawn up by borings, and
how much below that height it may be sunk by deep ditching.
Thus, any depth of ditching below the highest temporary
rising of the water, in wells or bore-holes, would do some good
in draininﬁ off or reducing the glut below, and its upward
pressure, though such benefit might be but for the wettest
seasons. But the deeper the digging the greater would be
the reduction of the hurtful excess of water. And the remedy
would not be complete, until the main ditches were sunk into
the sand-bed, so as to take off from the adjacent ground, all
the former upward pressure of the under-water, and also
render the upper layer of the sand-bed dry, and therefore
capable of freely imbibing new supplies of rain-water infil-
trated from above.

Next, as to the assumed permeability to water of the
upper bed of earth. It has been admitted that the ufper beds,
even if of the most sandy and loose texture, if full of water
below, are impermeable to more water standing on the sur-
face. DBut if such wet earth be deprived of all superfluous
moisture, (as by any proper draining,) then, what was imper-
vious before, may become as pervious as desirable. Eve
one has observed such change in clay, when dug into, and
the bottom of the excavation%eft exposed to a drying atmos-
phere. Of course, such extent of drying, and the consequent
great openinti of fissures, is not to be looked for under the
covering earth. But in long droughts, earth not affected by
under-water, will become as dry as dust for four feet or more
below the surface. This is often seen in the digging of graves
in summer ; while in that dry condition there must be foried
innumerable small pores and fissures, caused by contraction,
in the most compact earth, through which water would freely
gink, and in great quantity, and as low as the earth had thus
dried, and fissures been formed. And these fissures could
not be again entirely closed by wetness and expansion of the
earth, so as to exclude all percolation of water. It is not for
me to assert that there wiﬁ be enough of these fissures, and
reaching to sufficient depth, to serve to carry down bg per-
colation all the excess of rain-water, even when gradually
falling on the earth. But there can be no question that
water will be so absorbed, and conveyed away in great
quantity, in a soil with under-beds thus drained, when the
same earth, before being drained, would have been incapable
ofﬂabsorbing any water below the quickly saturated surface
soil.
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For the %)ood effect and success of the plan of draining the
earth from below, it is not necessary that all or even a large

ropprtion of the water in the sand-bed shall be so drained off.
t may be that the bed is twenty feet thick. However thick
the bed, its being full of water and surcharged, (proved by
the water pressing upward,) shows that the supply of water
from the higher parts of the country is greater than the sand-
bed has openings for its lateral discharge. Thus, suppose the
whole natyral discharge of the sand-bed, into rivers and other
outlets, and by evaporation, to be in volume, as 19, and the
supply of water from rains, and from the more elevated and
distant parts of the bed, to be as 20, then it is seen that the
excess of supply of 1 part can only be removed by being
forced upward through the earth. This is the water that
operates injuriously, directly, by causing wetness to the under-
earth, and indirectly, by preventing the excess of rain-water
from being discharged by sinking. Then, if by tapping the
sand-bed, this twentieth part of the water only is removed, the
whole upward pressure, and the surcharge is prevented. But
further, if by d(:(alper draining the still full (but not them over-
gorged) sand-bed has its water drawn off and lowered only
one foot of its 20, or more of supposed depth, that upper foot
of sand, thus made dry, will serve as under-draining (}())r absor-
bent) material for all the the upper earth, and may receive
and continually pass off all the surplus rain-water that may
therefore fall on the surface. Such is the fortunate natural
condition of the best low-ground farmers on the lower James
river before adverted to—best not so much for their great
natural fertility, and good constitution, valuable as these are,
a8 because they are thus under-drained by nature. The upper
layer of the sand-bed under these lands, is always dry for some
feet down. This dry layer, though some twelve feet or more
below earth of clayey texture, is the true cause of the usual
dry condition of those soils. And although the wells reach
water in abundance and few feet lower in the sand, that water
has no upward pressure, and cannot damage the beds of earth
and soil. In these cases the natural means for the lateral dis-
charge of water from the sand-bed, (in its high level,) are
Ereater than needed for the quantity supplied. é’herefore, the

igher layer of the sand-bed is kept free from water, and
always ready to receive, and convey still lower, any new and
temporary supply from the upper beds and soil. If, on the
contrary, the average supply of water had evetr so little ex-
ceeded the means for average discharge; this upper layer of
sand would have been always over-gorged with water, and the
surface would suffer with wetness, as do the low-lands on the
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Pamunkey river, and all this great low-land region here under
consideration.

Though wet earth is perfectly impervious to the entrance
and passa%e by percolation of more water from the surface,
(pressing downward, and by its own weight only,) I doubt
whether any earth in the tide-water region is impervious, if
perviously drained, at least, none such has occurred in my
extensive draining labors and experience. Much soil is made
more impervious by having been ploughed or tilled when
wet. This operation approaches, in effect, to what is called
“ puddling,” or kneading wet clay, or loam, which is done for
the purpose of closing all the pores, and making the earth
impervious to water, such, in the greatest perfection, is the
working of clay for pottery, and in less degree, for making
tiles and bricks. Hence it is that deep and proper plounghing,
introduced on land before often ploughed wet, and always
ghallow, has well-known draining egect, because the “puddled”
and impervious pan is broken up, and the rain-water then
p:lx:trﬁitbed to gink through the natural fissures of the lower
earth,

XIV. Some of the farming practices of the low-lands—
Defects and proposed improvements—Rotations of crops—
Peafallow, and narrow, and broad-bed tillage.

In my hasty journeys throu%h this country, though dili-
gently engaged in taking general and superficial views, I had

ut little opportunity to observe extensively, or to examine
the details of farming. Therefore, nothing like minute de-
scription will be attempted, and only general remarks offered
on some of the most striking advantages and capabilities of
the lands, and defects of their culture.

The early settlements were made on the dryest places, and
on most of these, tillage has been continued almost inces-
santly, from the first settlement to recent, or to the present
time. Under such treatnent, and with the necessary, or at
least certain, and frequent wet ploughing of land always too
wet in winter and spring, it is surprising that fields so abused
have not become poorer than they are. I saw none that were
so unproductive as the poorest fields of the higher tide-water
counties in Virginia, which have not been marled or limed
or as all such most exhausted lands were before marling and
liming were begun ; and wherever the formerly most reduced
lands have latterly been occupied by good farmers, they have
been greatly and rapidly imﬁrove . Sundry such cases are
to be seen, and especially in Perquimons county. The oldest
tilled lands are here referred to. ql‘he greatest recent improve-
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ments have been the bringing under culture the extensive firm
swamp lands which have lost little or nothing of their original
and great fertility.

On the farms of Messrs. Francis Nixon and J. T. Granberry,
I saw the manner in which these swamp lands are brought
under cultivation. The large trees, not® needed for timber or
fuel are belted and so killed. The heavy forest growth is
mostly of gum, poplar, oak, and large swamp. pine, (used for
naval timber,) some of the latter of great size. The smaller
E-owth is cut down more than once, and mostly dies. The

nd is used for grazing, until the roots are enough rotted to
permit ditching and ploughing. This will be in about five
years after the eltin%of the trees. Then the principal ditches
are dug on the plan before described, and as they are to re-
main, except that when encountering a very large tree in the
route, the ditch is there curved around the tree. The next

ring, (or before) the smaller ditches are also cut, and the land
ploughed and planted in corn.

There is no marl in this region, except at a few exposures
of small extent—or rather, the marl lies too deep to be acces-
sible. Some marl has been excavated and used in Princess
Anne. There are extensive Indian banks of muscle-shells on
the borders of the Chowan river; and in Qurrituck, an Indian
bank of oyster-shells stretches almost continuously for forty
miles along the eastern margin of the sonnd. There are also
in ghallow waters of the sounds immense beds of oyster-shells,
in the places where the animals lived, before being killed by
the water becoming fresh. So there is no want of material
for calcareous manuring, independent of the supplies of lime
and of shells, available from the waters of the Chesapeake.
Some of the Indian bank-shells have been used, and more
lime, and to good effect, as reported, and better than ought to
be expected on land not well drained. Next after supplying
the first necessity, draining, liming would be ‘especially bene-
ficial to all the lands of this region. Besides other reasons,
and benefits to be %ined, lime applied on the new and rich
lands would serve the better to qreserve their fertility ; and,
on the poorest lands, it will enable the most xs&eedy and com-
plete acquiring of fertility. But the best effects from lime
can be counted on only on land previously well drained, or
not needing draining.

The great crop of the North Carolina counties is corn.
Next to this, and especially in Per?imons, is wheat. These
two are the only great crops for market. The lands generally,
if not suffering much from wetness, produce corn well. On
the new clearings of firm swamp lands, ditched well on the
ordinary plan, bushels to the acre may be made. I saw
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a small field of wheat in Princess Anne, (where that crop is
rarely attempted, and never on large spaces,) and several
large fields in lg’erquimons, that in growth equalled what I
had just before seen on some of the best lands on James river.
There is no better land for the growth of wheat than the soils
of close and medium‘texture here. But the imperfect drain-
ing of the fields must prevent the product and quality of the
grain being in groportxon to the growth of straw; and, more-
over, the humid air of the whole region, (caused mainly by
the ﬁeneral want of draining,) makes the wheat crops more
liable to be diseased with rust.

It was with much surprise, some years ago, that I heard
that the best and largest crops of wheat in Perquimons, and
in some other parts of this region, were still reaped by the
sickle, or reap-hook. This primitive mode of harvesting,
which is older than the days of the patriarch Jacob, and whic
formerly was general in the United States, as it still is in
Europe, I had supposed had everywhere, in this country, been
substituted by the more expeditious scythe and cradle, if not
by the still more modern reaping maciine. And when first
informed of the ancient usage remaining here, I had errone-
ously inferred that it indicated very slow progress in agricul-
tural knowledge and improvement. But, when on my visit,
while ﬁnding is practice far more extended than my pre-
vious idea of it, I also heard reasons in its defence, which
seem tQ maintain its good economy. Neither is this practice
confined to small crops. The best farmers and largest wheat
growers, who sometimes make crops of more than five thous-
and bushels, reap them with the sickle. I knew that, by this
mode, there may be avoided much of the great waste of wheat
that is usually made by cradling; but ha§r supposed that the
slower operation of the sickle, and the high prices of harvest
labor, and the scarcity of laborers at any price, had caused
this implement to be abandoned everywhere in the United
States, except for spots of rank and tangled wheat, or on steep
hill-sides. Even for these latter circumstances, in which the
proper use of the sickle would always be preferable, I have
not been able to resort to it, because none of our laborers are
now accustomed to it, and they would make awkward and
very slow work. But in this district, the regular use of the
sickle has never been abandoned, or suspended, and, therefore,
the laborers are expert; and in a heavy growth of wheat, a
good hand, with the sickle, can reap more wheat than he
could, on the same ground, with the cradle, besides saving
much more of what is cut down. The difference of waste
will more than pay the difference of amount of labor and
greater expense through a crop. Further, by using the sickle,
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and cutting as high as can be to save the wheat, most of the
tall straw 18 left standing as stubble in the field, which is the
cheapest, and as a disposition as can be made of it for
manuring the land, and makes a vast saving of labor in the
hauling, thrashing, and stacking, compared to the handling of
all the greater length of ‘straw, as usually cut by the scythe
and cra%lie, or by a reaping machine. But, if a’gmitting that
the reaping of a heavy growth of wheat by the sickle 18 pre-
ferable, still, in a merely agricultural country it could not be
done, for want of the additional force of hands which this pro-
cess certainly require® But in the peculiar condition of this
district, this objection does not apply. There are so great a
number of laborers employed in cutting timber, and in the
fisheries, that there are enough, for the higher wages of har-
vest, to supply the then extraordinary demand for labor on
every wheat farm.

Light growths of wheat are often reaped by cradling; and
where both modes are thus in use together, the more exten- -
sive use of the sickle is, in itself, evidence of the hea
crops of wheat raised here by good farmers, and on good land.
Perquimons has generally stiff soil, and is much the best wheat

ucing part of this region, (not including the Roanoke
gottom.) Pasquofank the lands are also good, but lighter,
and better for corn. Those of Camden and Currituck. are in-
ferior in value of soil and agricultural Eoducts, and also as to
improved farming. Currituck, especially, is so intersected by
navigable waters, and bounded by the sound and the ocean,
that the labors or pursuits of the residents are all more or less
connected with the water and its products.

Except corn and wheat, there 1s scarcely a crop of large
culture raised for market in the North Carolina counties.
Cotton, which is go universally and extensively cultivated in
the nearest higher counties of North Carolina, and even to
some extent in those of Virginia, is not attempted here, as a
crop, for market. The general prevalence of wet soil is a suf-
ficient cause for the absence of this crop. Oats, and espe-
cially hay, would be good crops for this humid climate and
soil. But neither is raised for market, and hay scarcely at all,
the fodder and shucks of corn serving in the Place of hay, as
everywhere in our corn-growing country.. Yet vessel loads of
coarse and mean hay, from the northern States, are continu-
ally brought here for the use of the towns, and for the teams
of the lumberers working in the swamp forests. There is no
better country for east'of the mountains. On the farm
of Edward H. Herbert, Eeq., Princess Anne, on a large space,
and elsewhere in Norfolk county, in small lots, I saw
meadows of orchard grass and clover that would have been
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deemed good for the best districts, and which well at-
tested the value and drainage of the fields on which
these crops grew.

In the counties in Virginia, where near to Norfolk, and with
easy access bX the regular steamers to the great northern
cities, “truck” farming, or cultivating green veggtables and
fruit for sale, is the sole business on sundry of the most valua-
ble farms, and it enters more or less into the culture of many
others. This business is carried on exclusively, largely, and
successfully in Norfolk county, on river farms only, and with-
in a few miles of the wharves. The lifitation to these locali-
ties is compelled, first, from ready access to the steam-vessels,
and also because only in close neighborhood to a considera-
ble town can numerous laborers be hired whenever wanted
for gathering vegetables and fruits, which requires, rarely,
many hands, and for short and uncertain lengths of time.
This kind of farming is the most perfect in all its operations,
the most costly in money and labor, and the most pro-
ductive, not only in the gross returns, but in net profit;
and, as reported, 1t is the only kind of farming in the coun-
ty that is well conducted. It is not long since this “truck
farming” has been established on any thing like its present
imsortant position; and in that time, the lands near Norfolk
and Portsmonth, suitable for this business, and so used, have
increased, in market value and price, from 500 to 1,000 per
cent.

This market gardening, or ¢ truck-farming,” in these large
operations, is a peculiar and remarkable branch of agricul-
ture, which well deserves thorough examination, and more
full report, than this slight notice. Itis an important and ad-
mirable kind of what in England is called ‘“high farming,”
requiring great expenses, but returning so much the larger
profits. Compared to nearly all other farming of the surround-
ing and neigh orin’ﬁhlands, the ¢truck” farms appear like an
oasis in a desert. e quantity and the cost of manures ap-
plied on these farms, and the magnitude of other expenses,
and still more the great returns of products and -profits would
be astonishing, if not appear incredible,.to a stranger. Still,
this business isthe mostll)aborious employment of a proprietor,
exacting unceasing attention, care, and anxiety, for every
hour. Nothing short of untiring industry, care, and also
judgment, can attain success and its great rewards; and even
all these will not always prevent heavy losses. The business
is precarious, and subject to great changes and hazards, and
losses, which no industry or care can guard against. A sin-
gle severe frost, at an unusual time, may destroy a valuable
crop, for which all the expenses have been incurred, except
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for the gathering and shipping; and which loss may reduce
the net receipts expected by thousands of dollars.

In the Virginia counties the required drainage and culture
are of much easier executions than in Perquimons, and yet
both are more negligently performed. No where does there
seem to be any regular systemn of rotation of crops. This
essential part of good farming is neglected every where by
poor and bad farmers. The most energetic and successful
cultivafors and improvers here have been so much occupied
in the heavy labors of clearing and draining their new and
rich swamp lands, that they had no opportunity to use any
regular rotation of crops. is is'a su&cient reason as to the
newly cleared lands, for which, for some years, regular rota-
tion would not be required, and would even be improper.
But this circumstance and the continued additions of new sur-
face to the tilled land should not prevent the older and poorer
land being kept under a proxer rotation, or at least under a
proper succession of crops. And the ne fect is the more rep-
rehensible and strange, inasmuch as the farmers of this region

peculiar fac%l?ties for rotations in the pea-crop, and a
climate admirably adapted to its growth. The limited terri-
tory on which both the pea and the wheat crop can grow well,
(the one suiting so well to prepare for and aid the growth of
the other,) I deem the most favored of all agricultm'tﬁ regions.
Still more strange appeared to me the general neglect of peas
as a manuring crop in this region, from some of the best
farmers of which I obtained most of my early instruction as
to this particular value of the pea crop. Yet this great means
for improvement, on most farms, seems to be but little used
or appreciated. It is true, that peas are planted, as a secondar
crop, in every field of corn, and the returns are highly valued.
But this pea-crop, except s0 much as is gathered for seed or
for gale, is generally eaten on the ground by the hogs designed
for slaughter, (greatly indeed for benefit in that respect,) so
that very little of the crop, except the roots and stems, go to
manure the land. I heard of no separate crops of broad-cast
peas, (or “pea-fallow,”) to prepare and manure for a succeed-
ing wheat cro(f), the most valuable use to which the pea-crop
can be asplie . Itis a frequent practice here for the land in
corn (and secondary peas) not to be sown in wheat the autumn
of the eame year, (as is usual in lower Virginia,) but for the
field to remain until the antumn of the following year, and
then to be sown in wheat. This practice leaves the field idle
and useless all the spring and summer, when in that time it
might be sown in peas, and bring a manuring and cleansing
crop to precede the wheat, without any loss of time or of land.
This is a regular part of my own established rotation, and, as
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supposed, its best feature, though my more northern position
and shorter warm season render the pea-crop much less pro-
ductive and beneficial than in this more favored region. gtill
more than this omission, another is common and as reprehen-
sible. Wheat, in some cases, is made to follow wheat in two
successive years. If| in such cases, there was merely inter-
posed between these two crops a broad-cast crop of peas, (for
which there is plenty of growing time,) that addition only
would serve to substitute a cleansing, enriching, and judicious
succession of crops, for one that is inexcusable and abémina-
ble. Clover is made on most of the good farms of Perqui-
mons, and used as a preparing (or fallow) crop for wheat.
‘With the superior facilities for the best growth of peas, if I
were farming in this region, I should much prefer pea-fallow
to clover-fallow to precede wheat.

The reason offered for the total omission of pea-fallow is the
great and engrossing tillage labors required for the great crops
of corn, and also for the wheat harvest, both of which occur
with and include the very timein which the land for broad-
cast peas should be ploughed and gown. This is true, and a
sufficient reason, if it is nec to plant in corn as much
land as the laboring force can cultivate. Baut it would be much
better to secure the great benefit of a manuring pea-crop to
precede wheat, by the (temporary) sacrifice of omitting to
Slant as much corn as would release enough labor for the ad-

itional pea-crop. This sacrifice was a necessary incident of
my own change (in 1848) of the five-shift rotation, without
pea-fallow, to the six shift, with one entire field under broad-
cast peas. The fields of both corn and wheat, by this change,
were reduced, severally, to five:sixths of their previous size.
Yet the wheat crops have eontinued since to increase, on
the general average, and to excéed more and more the pre-
vious entire Froduct, and so have the corn-crops, except in the
first year only of the reduced extent of cultivation. Yet the
advantages of manuring by the pea-crop in my localities and
climate are very inferior to those of this region of North
Carolina.

While the many firm swamps remained generally under
forest, these lands afforded excellent “range” for live-stock,
or a great quantity of food, especially for cattle and hogs. But
this benefit, (if it was one,) has almost ceased in the best cul-
tivated parts of the counties on the sound. Such is Durant’s
Neck, the narrow and level and very low peninsula which
stretches for twelve miles between Perquimons and Little
river to Albemarle sound. This land, being but a few miles
wide anywhere, and bounded nearly around by these deep
waters, is in consequence better drained, naturally, than the
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interior 1#ds, arid is very productive. Nearly all this “ne(':li"’
is endlosed, gnd an unusually large proportion of the whole is
under tillage,"and there is scafcely any unenclosed forest or
wagte land for ranging live stock, and none that affords any

'nﬁ profit. Iknow no place where it would be so profita-

e to-dispense with fences, as is done, by mutual agreement,

&;.he proprietors of three several neighborhoods in Princes

rge county, Virginia, each including from 4,000 to 8,000
scres, and making from 10 ta 15 farms and separate tim r-
tigs. If the cultivatorg,of Durant’s Neck would do the like
they would 3nly have to make one short and straight fence to
enclosge all their fine farms, and save all the cost of their pre-
sent useless fences. Yet every farp and field is now separately
fericed in, and some of the proprietors have no materials for
fencing, and buy, and transport from a distance, all their rails.
This locality, more strongly than any other, shows the absurd-
ity of our fence laws, and also the strength and long vitality
of old habits and opinions, when the former good reasons for
them have long ceased to exists. If the live-stock were re-
duced in numberg to one-fourth, and these were well kept, bﬁ
being herded within the farms, one cow would yield as muc!
rtoﬁt as four do now. And when the ing stocks were so
essened in number there would be much surplus grass left to.
manure the pasture on otherland. While three-fourths of all
the present fencing might.be dispensed with, the other fourth
would serve to make a sufficient pasture enclosure for every
farm. For nothing in geometry, is more clearly demonstrable
than the proposition that it will require greatly less length of
enclosure to fence in the cattle of any weﬁrcleared and settled
section of country, than to fence in all the fields and crops to
protect them from the catle if left at large. One-fourth of
the present fencing in Durant’s Neck would suffice not only to
make on every farm a proper pasture enclogure, but also the
neral and joint barrier fence against all other people’s stock.
ﬁost of the farmers in Prince George, who have joined in
these arrangements, if not sitnated on the border, have no fence-
except the pens in which to confine the animals at night. But
this extreme course is not true economy.

In Princess Anne, there still remains so much uncleared
and swamp land, that the leaving cattle to range at large is
deemed very profitable to the owners, and perhaps, in general,
it is there, more an offset to the expenses of fences, under our
fence law, than in any other county of lower Virginia. The
open swamps bear reeds in great quantity, which afford
agsudant and excellent food for catt(}e through winter and
summer. There are herds of cattle that have become wild,
and are mage use of when wanted for beef, only by being
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hunted and shot. , These wild cattle wopld begvery profitable
to their owners, as they require neither food 1or attention, ex-
cept that they are as much at the dis of evegy other'pgr-
son who may be.inclined to shoot and steal them. -*

It becomes a slight observer of a newly seen agriculturgls
district of novel and peculiar character, to be diffident of his
own opinions thereon, and more especially, when they are im
dpposition to those of the judicions and experienced resident
farmers. One of such subjects I will mention, though without
any view of urging the superior value of my opinions' and*
practice, in this respect on my friends in this gegion, whe
unanimously and strongly protested against them at least for
their lands. Their experience of facts, in contradiction, cer-
tainly deserves more to be respected, than my theoretical views
as to this region, even though they have been sustained by the
results of my own practice and experience elsewhere.

As stated before, the tillage generally, and on the bést
managed farms, is in narrow beds (five feet,) for corn, and the
same size is preserved for wheat. The beds are reversed for
every crop, oth of corn and wheat. I will not here repeat
my objections to this narrow bed tillage, nor my reasons fpr,
preferring (where any are necessary) beds of twenty-five or
more feet in width. ese views have been stated and argned’
at length in different former publications. (The latest and
fullest articles on tillage in broad bedg, and also on draining in
general, are in “ Essays and Notes on Agriculture, 1855.”) ~1
will only say here, that all the reasons for preparing wide beds
for low and flat lands generally, apply with greater force to
the lands of this region, and especially in Perquimons, because
they are of more regular level, and with fewer alternations of
slight depressions and elevations, than- any other low-lands
within my knowledge. The best farmers here, with whom I
have argued this question, object on various grounds to my
broad-beds, but especially, becaunse their frequent cross “ hoe-
furrows” are deemed indispensable, and if the broad and
higher beds, and their deeper alleys were in use, the “hoe:
furrows” would have to be made still deeper, and require more
labor to dig, and to renew after every ploughing or horse-
tillage, and be even inconvenient for the ploughs to cross.
This objection would be valid, if indeed it would be necessary
§with e broad-beds, and deeper alleys) to retain the hoe-

urrows ; but this necessity I doubt. For with so much higher
beds and deeper alleys between them, on land scarcely vary-
ing from a level, or from a regular and gentle slope, I think
that the deeper alleys would substitute the hoe-furrows, and .
render them superfluous, except where a_cross depression of
surface required a particular cross grip. In my own practice,
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on.4he nkey , the surface is_much more irregular,
yet th,ex-la:'mu no‘ig‘riﬂn%:ept across the beds, except alonggu]the
crosg depressions. If the inequalities of surface level were as
rare as on‘the Perquimons linds, my cross grips would be
fewer and less necessary than they are.

But if my plan of broad beds would suit this region, there
might still be added thereto another improvement, which I
commenced using in 1855, and which has been continued since
on the Marlbourne farm, with increasing confidence and ap-
proval. Without taking time here to describe and recommend
the operation in general on the different circumstances of my
own farm and sractice, I will merely appll)y the plan to the
gvresent existing divisions and ditches of the Perquimons lands.*

e will suppose that these present ditches are all nec
and’ proper to be retained, though such is not n’i{ opinion, if
a different system of drainage were in use. en suppose
merely the change that each of the rectangular enclosed
spaces of 150 feet wide, instead of being as now in thirty beds
of five feet wide, was ploughed into six beds, each of twenty-
five feet width. After two or three years ploufbin , and til-
age, and gathering of these wide beds separately, they would

as high, and their intermediate alleys as deep as desirable.

en, instead of continuing to lougz eacl} bed separately,
the flrert furrow should be cut a?ongSide of the central alley.
and turning the slice into it. This furrow should begin and
end af 75 or 80 feet distance from the ends of the rectangular
“glip,” or at (or less than) the same distance of the central
alley from the sides of the slip. Turning the plough at that
distance, another furrow should be cut alongside, and throw-
ing the slicerto the first, thus making a “list” ig'the former
central alley. So the ploughing would proceed &round this
first list, cutting across the ends as well as along the sides, and
throwing every furrow-slice towayds the centre of the plough-
ing. i8 1plou hing, though fltsh, and cutting across the
ends as well as along the beds, and with no regard paid to the
alleys, would scarcely alter the outline of the previous surface,
and would not lessen the height of "the crowns of the beds or
the depth of the alleys, except the central alley, which would
in time be filled, andy would not then be needed. The outside
fgrrows would just reach the encircling ditches of the “elip,”

® When I first be%un this manner of flush ploughing of land and bedded
land, gnd with considerable apprehension as to its complete success, it was not
known to me that any other farmer had either used or thought of the same
metHod. But, subsequently, when recommending it to the trial of E. H. Her-
bert, ug., of Princess Anne, as an important aid to his usually efficacious prac-
tice of mininﬁ, he informed me that he had already introduced and used this
rhn of flush ploughing on his land earlier than my first trial of it, and Lad
ound the ta y satisfactory.
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turning the depth and width of a furrow-slice from each
at every repetition of such ploughing. One or two furrows
run along each of the old alleys, after the flush plonghing,
would clean them out and put the broad beds in their original
shape, and they would be more thoroughly broken by this
mode of ploughing. Every successive ploughing of the land
to prepare for any crop should be done in like manner. The
tendency and operation would be to riise the central part of
each rectangular division so ploughed around, and to lower
and slope the sides and ends, or margins, next to the surround-
ing ditches. After a few such plouﬁhings the shallow tap
ditches would be to the eye almost obliterated, or changed to
mere ploug)hed alleys or grips. Yet, in fact, they might
be deeper than before, and would certainly be more operative
for surface drainage than before. The preserving and clean-
ing out of these * tap-ditches,” instead of requiring spades and
shovels, would therefore be as well done by the last finishiig
furrows of the plough. These ditches would no longer pre-
vent any obstruction to the crossing of ploughs, or partially
loaded carts. If desired, (and it might be even desirable in
future time,) the corn-rows and their ploughing, in narrow
beds, might be digected across the beds and tap-ditches. Fur-
ther, the end nlatgins of the ¢ slif)” being equally depressed,
and sloping to the edges of the larger leading ditches, these
would be much more easily crossed by teams, and fewer and
smaller bridges would be required. Thus, in the course of
time, each separate “slip” would be converted to one broad
bed of a 150 feet wide, and gently rounding surface, and
1,000 feet long, (the present dimensions of the separate divi-
sions,) with sloped margins and ditches between deeper than
befofe, yet presenting either little obstruction, or none, to the
crosging of ploughs and teams.

BLACK REPUBLICANISM IN ATHENS,

“The thing that hath been, is that which shall be; and that
which is done, is that which shall be done; and there is no
new thing under the sun.” Man’s moral and intellectual na-
_ture has neither improved nor deteriorated from the time that
history gives any account of his doings. Despite of the ex-

rience of the past, he re-enacts the same follies now that he
acted three thousand years ago. Each individual, and each
generation, has to buy, not borrow, its experience. The de-
nunciations of the Hebrew Prophets, and the ridicule of the
Greek and Roman Satirists, neither arrested the crimes and
follies which they depict, nor prevented succeeding gcuera-
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tions from perpetmting those ve’H same crimes and follies,
despite the warnings of history. The fellow-beings with whom
we daily associate, are better described by Moqge’s and Solo-
mop’s Homer and Horace, than by the latest novelist.

We have been led into this train of reflection from reading
the play of “Ecclesiazuse” 3' Aristophanes, which is a satire
upon the women’s rights, and other agrarian and socialistic
doctrines then prevalent in Athens. It is in the main, a faith-
fal picture of the isms of the North, and of Western Europe,
except that onr modern socialists exceed somewhat in absurdi-
ty and profanity the Black Republicans, and strongminded
women of Athens. The Athenian women proposed to sustain
their Free Love, Free Lands, and no labor system, by a sub-
stratum of slavery—not by “attractive labor” or * passional
attraction ;” and as slaves were extremely numerous in Athens,
we do not see that their plan, so far as mere physical subsist-
ence was concerned, was impracticable. DBesides, these wo-
men did not deem it necessary, like our Northern strong-
minded ladies, to make war upon Heaven, and dethrone the
ﬁd.s—, with thesé exc?)tions, one would be apt to suspect that

essrs. Greely, and Parker, and Garrison, and Seward, and
the Wise Women, their colleagues and colaborers, had stolen
their doctrines from Aristophanes.

In truth, they are all borrowed indirectl¥ and unconsciously
from Plato’s Republic. Sir Thomas Moore’s Utopia is obvious-
ly in great measure, suggested by his study of Plato, and sub-
sequent socialists borrow from Sir Thomas. Greely is a disci-
ple of Fourier, and little suspects that he is retailing at third
or fourth hand the absurdities of Plato. The Bloomers, Free
Lovers, and other strongminded women of the North, will be
surprised to find that they are but acting over again the crimes
and follies of Athenian dames. :

This play is intended no doubt to ridicule the doctrines of
Protagoras, Plato, and other visionary social theorists, whose
theories were disturbing society, by a brood of isms, as pesti-
lent and as noisy as those of modern times. For unless the
doctrines of these philosophers were wide spread among the

ple, just as those of Seward and Greely, Proudhon and
uis Blanc now are, the play could not have been understood
and appreciated.

But ‘“truth is strange ! stranger than fiction!” Poets and
novelists borrow their plots from actual occurrences; and phi-
losophers derive their theories from the same sources. e
little Republics of Crete and of Sparta inspired, by their ex-
amples, the pen of Plato. He added but little in theory to
what they had carried out in practice. But he mistook the
exceptional and anomalous for the normal and natural. Those
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little nations led a military, or camp life, from necessity.
Slavery witl&, and larger hostile nations without and sur-
rounding th®h, begot the neceesity for a closer association
than is natural, desirable, or practicable,”under ordinary’cir-
cumstances.

Under like circumstances, this close association, this modi-
fied agrarianism, will grow up as surely in modern times as it
did in remote antiquity. :

In the Island oquarbadoes, before emancipatidn, the slaves
numbered seven or eight to the whites. The consequence was,
that all the poor whites were employed as a police, and allow-
ed sixty acres of land and a horse each. They were then a]l
gentlemen—all a privileged class, who lived decently, without
resorting to hireling and, menial labor. They are now the
‘most degraded and miseFable wretches on earth—worse off
than the negroes—for their wants are greater, and the climate
will not permit their supplying those wants by figld labor.

Barbadoes, in modern times, furnishes conclusive evidénce
of what had already been proved by the Ancient Republics,
that the most perfect social system is that where the slaves
number ten to one to the citizens. (We employ the word
“ citizen,” not according to Mr. Seward and Mr. (freely’s ver-
sion of the Hiiher Law, which would invest with the privi-
lege any “featherless biped,” but as defined in the Dred Scott
case, and as upderstood and practiced by the-Greeks and Ro-
mans.) When this disparity of numbers between the slaves
and the free exists, all men have to become working men—
the slaves at ordinary labor, and the citizens as a police, as
managers, overlookers, professional men, &c. The populatiop
of Barbadoes was more dense than that of Belgium or China,
but probably not half equal to that of Ancient Egypt and
the little States of Greece, Judea, Phenicia, and Carthage.
This is the perfection of the system of associated labor, and of
agrarianism and communism. We advise Greely and Garrj
son and Goodell to study the subject. Had Hume understo
socialism, he never would have been guilty of the egregious
fol'lﬁ]of disputing the populousness of ancient nations.

ere is an useful lesson and salutary warning to be deduoced
from this epoch in Athenian history. In the very next gener-
ation, a Phx osopher arose, who taught doctrines the opposite
of Plato’s, although he was one of his scholars. He was the
teacher of Alexander; and Alexander became the .virtual
master of Athens.

May not Athenian corruption and effeminacy have grown
out of the Greelyite isms inculcated by Plato, and may not
the sound and natural philosophy of Aristotle have formed the
character of Alexander and ﬁxs invincible Macedonians. It



GEEMLY AND JACK OADE. 23

i tim® the study of Aristotle’s Politics and Economics
‘ere revived. That work and the Latter D'ay paniphlets of
Mr. Carlyle, farnish the best refutations of sociahism and abo-
lition* They should both be text books in al} oyr colleges:
for the Norti has quite as much occasion to dispel the Uto-
pian illusions of the isms as we of the South.

et great as are the works of Aristotle and Carlyle, there
ig one whose name we reluctantly introduce into mere polemi-
& discussion, ‘whose wisdom and whose authority are far
higher than theirs. The political and social institutigns of the
Jews, as modelled by Moses, were the most perfect ever devised -
by man. This is evidenced as well by the long national ex-
istence of*the Jews in Palestine,. by their populousness and
P rity in a maturally barren country, as by their present

th and intelligence, although scattered to the four corners
of the, world; but still adhering literally to the institutions of
Moses. He was no optimist or perfectionist. He neither ex-
ﬁc or promised, like Plato, and Moore, and Greely, and

e Black Republican women of Athens and America, to
banish moral and social evil. On the contrary, he expressl
remfhded his people: Deut. xv., 11. “For the poor ehaﬁ
never cedse out of the land; therefore, I command thee, say-
ing, thou shalt open thy hand wide unto thy brother, to th
poor; and to thy needy, in thy land.” Although he had mad);
the wisest provisions to institute equality of conditions and
frevent poverty, he foresaw that occasional destitution, mis-
ortune, and dependence, were n incidents to humani-

, and he therefore not only enjoined the practice of private

ity, but as that miiht not always be present and adequate,
he sugera.dded the right of selling one’s self or children into
a mild, modified, and temporary form of servitude.

Before proceeding to give the extract from Aristophanes,
which is the sBeciil subject of our article, we will quoté a
little from Greely and Jack Cade, in order that the reader, by
collating them, may see how alike the follies and absurdities
of mankind are in all ages and countries.

‘We often honor Mr. Greely with our special attention, for
he is now, by a head and shoulders, the Napoleon of the
Press, and the Press has become more potent for good or evil
than an “army with banners.” In his discussion of associa-
tion with Mr. Raymond, he adopts in general the wild theo-
ries of Fourier, and in a summing up, employs this language :

“I rest here my arguments on the point that Trerk xusT Bx A Socuar Re-
roru—a reform which shall secure to labor unfailing employment and adequate
recompense; to children and youth, universally, ample and thorough edpcation,
moral, intellectual, and physical; and to the poor as well as rich comfortable,

abiding homes, the largest opportunities for socisf and mental elevation, with
freedom from incessant anxiety for work and bread. We have the confessions
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of the best thinkers and ablest journals in the Old World (see Londlgn Times,
also Morning Chronicle) that the old order of things kas proved s f| ilurom
new %)rineﬂ; es must be invoked, and néw and pro(bun&r remedfes for
evils be resorted to. (See also the Queen’s late speech.) ‘Let us alone’ and
‘every man for Jinself’ haye gone to the end of their tether; we mpst now
try the opposite principle of ‘each for all,’ and seek individual only through
universal good.”

The genius of Shakespeare pales before this, for Jack Cade
is not 8o g‘rodigal of promises, and the shades of Plato and
More, of Fanny Wright and Fourier, no doubt read it in the
newly distovered world of Mr. Greeiy’s friends, the Spiritagl
;Rappers, with admiring envy. Cade shall nevertheless enter
the lists however hopeless his tilting for the fool’s cap with
Mr. Greely, who precedes him, and with the Athenian dam®s,

whom we shall soon also put against him.

“ Cape.—Be brave then, for your captain is brave and vows
reformation. There shall be in England seven half-penny’
loaves sold for'a penny, the three-hooped pot shall have ten
hoops, and I will make it felony to drink small beer. All the
realm shall be in common, and in cheeﬁ:lide shall my. palfry
go to grass. And when I am King, as King I will be ———
" ¢« ALL.—God save your majesty.

“ Cape.—TI thank you good people; there shall be no money;
all shall eat and drink on my score, and I will apparel thet
all in one livelz," that they may agree like brothers, and work
ship me, their Lord.

“ Drox.—The first thing we do let’s kill all the lawyers!

% CapE.—Nay, that I meant to do. Is not this a lamentable
thing that of the skin of an innocent lamb should be made
parchment? That parchment being scribbled over should
undo a manf? Some say the bee stings, but I say it is the
bee’s wax, for I did but seal once to a thing and I was riever
mine own man since.”

The English translator of ‘“the Ecclesiaznss®” prefaces it
by saying “The Ecclesiazusm is like the Lsistrata, a picture
og wqmen’s ascendancy, but one more depraved than the other.
In the dress of men the women steal into the public assembly,
and by means of the majority of voices, which they have thus
surreptitiously obtained, they decree a new constitution, in
which there is to be & community of s and women. This
is a satire upon the ideal republics of p. ilosoPhers with similar
laws. Tortagoras had projected such before Plato.” We
only quote so much of the play as is sufficient to give the pro-.
gramme of these Athenian Bloomers and strong-minded wo-
men. Quite enough we hope, however, to convince the reader
that the Athenian dames were but a little behind the modern
free-love and infidel Amazonide who fight shoulder to shoulder
with the free negroes and Black Republicans of the North.
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To understand the detached portions of the dialogne we are
ut to quote, it is only necessary to know that Praxagora i
8 leader among the Athenian Black Republican women, an
Blepyxps is her husband.

“Bree. Then don’t you know what has been decreed #

% Prax. No by Jove! not L.

, “ Buep. Thensit down, and chew cuttle-fish; for they say the
state has been committed to you.

“Prax. What to do? to weave!

“Bree. No, by Jove! but to rule.

“Prax. Whatl

“ Buep. The affairs of the state, every one.

“ Prax. By Venus, the state will be happy henceforth !

“ Brep. On what account?

% Prax. For many reasons. For no longer will it be per-
mitted for the audacious to act shamefully towards it hence-
foitti,; and no where to give evidence, or act the informer——

“ BLee. By the gods, by no means do this, nor take away my
ltvelihood.

“ Caorus.’ My good sir, suffer your wife to speak.

“ Prax. ——nor to steal clothes, nor to envy one’s neighbors,
nor to be naked, nor that any one be poor, nor to rail at one
snother, nor to seize as a pledge and carry off.
fal:e(.)ao. By Neptune, grand promises, if she shall not prove

* * * * * * *

“Prax. Well now, I am confident that I shall teach what is
uweful. But this is the thingi)l am not apprehensive about,
whether the spectators will be willing to make innovations,
and rather not abide by the very customary and ancient

naa%es.

“ BLep. Now about making innovations, don’t be alarmed ;
for to do this and neglect what is ancient, is with us equivalent
to another constitution.

“ Prax. Now let none of you reply or interrupt me, before
he understands the plan and has heard the speaker. For I
vill declare that all ought to enjoy all things in common, and
live upon the same @roperty ; and not for one to be rich, and
another miserably poor; nor one to ‘cultivate much land, and
snother not to have enough even to be buried in; nor one
to have many slaves, and another not even a footman. Bat
I will make all one common subsistence for all, and that too

ual.
eq* * * » * * »

“Pgrax. For I was going to say this: I will first make all the
land common to all, and the silver, and the other things, as
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mgny as each has. Then we will mhintain you out of ﬂm;
Ybeing common, husbanding, and sparing, ahd giving .
attention to it. - EA -
, E 2R *. L A * ‘
“Prax. No one will do any wickedness through poverzl:
for all will be possessed of a{l things ; loaves, sﬁces of ‘Hlt
barley cakes, cloaks, wine, chaplets, ‘chick-pedse. So
that what advantage will it be not to pay it'int ,
“ Brep. Then do not these éven now thieve more, who Have
these worldly goods ? _
“Prax. Yes; formerly my good sir, when we used the for-
mer laws. But now,—for substance shall be in common,—
what is the advantage of not paying inf '
* * *» . * * . * * .
“Brer. How then, if we live in this manier, will dachsbe
able to distingnish his own sons ? -
“ Prax. But what occasion is there ¥ for they will consider
all those who are older than themselvés in age to be. thejir
fathers.
* * * * * * *

“Brep. * * But who shall cultivate the land ¢

“Prax. The slaves. v )

“ BLep. But about garments, what will be yqur contrivanc

“Prax. In the first place what you have at present will Be
at hund ; and the rest we will weave. ”

“Brep. One thing further I ask: if on® be cast in a suit
before the magistrate at the suit of any one, from what source
will he pay off this#

“Prax. But in the first place there shall not even be any
suits. )

“ BLep. But how many this will ruin!

“ Prax. Ialso make a decree for this. For on what account,
you rogue, should there be any

“ BLep. By Apollo, for many reasons! in the first place, for
one Yeason, I ween, if any one, being in debt, denies it.

“ Prax. Whence then did the lender lend ¢Ae money, when
all things are in common{ He is, I ween, convicted of theft.

* * * * * * *

“ Bier. What will you make our mode of life ¢

“Prax. Common to all. For I say I will make the city one
house, having broken all into one; so that they may go into
each others houses. .

“ BLep. But where will you serve up the dinner?

“ Prax. I will make the law-courts and the porticoes wholly

men’s apartments.”
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THE INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES OF DELAWARE.

HER CLAIMS UPON HER SISTERS OF THE BOUTH.

Delaware has been neglected, because she has neglected
herself. She has been too proud to fill the press with flaming
advertisements ; and being so small, the Southern purchaser
has travelled over her limited soil, almost forgetting that she,
too, is one of the glorious “fifteen.” Notwithstanding that
she lies half-way between the two great commercial cities of
Baltimore and Philadelphia—notwithstanding that she has
Tailed to receiye her share of sunny smiles from her own kith
and kin, yet has she struggled on with a full and warm heart
ginst aﬂ adversity. We will show by the annexed figures,

t Delaware* excels any other Congressional District in the
Republic, in the varietg and extent of her productions. We
wi]i) show that she produces, and sells to the North; at a re-
duced price, the very same articles that the Southern mer-
chant goes to the North to buy, at a profit. These articles
would be trebled every year, if the South was only disposed
to patronize her own household. Delaware has not of late
sen$ delegates to the Southern Convention, because she has, in
her interests, been met by them with coldness and distrust
Delaware has not, so far, been a Southern State, on account of
official patronage, but solely upon principle, the glorious prin-
ciple of “Southem rights.” She has had muci to contend
with. Considering her geographical position, almost sur-
rounded by “free State” ideas, it is really a wonder that her
3,000 slaves have not been carried off by force. This position
has given the abolitionists an opportunity to wqrk upon her

litically, which is unknown to any other State south of the
i?nc. She is a sister State, around whom has burned- the
flames of abolitionism for more than half a century ; ybt she
stands there without a fold of her Southern raiment soiled.
Some of her Representatives have erred, and Reen by* their
votes, a living liﬁel upon her character, but havivz only one
Representative, she had no redeeming vote, until she could
send a better man In their place, and this she has never failed
to do. The old party that ruled the State for so many years,
in its dying hour, as a last resort, did indeed attempt to pass
certain “free State” resolutions, but they failed ingloriously
in the attempt.

Let us look a moment at the productions of this little State,
which asks, as her right, the patronage of her larger and more
favored sisters of the South.

In iron manufactures, Delaware holds an important place.
At Wilmington, a city of about 18,000 inhabitants, there are
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several very extensive works for iron steamboats, steam-engines,
railroad cars, boilers, sugar mills, and mill-work of all kinds,
etc., etc. Harlan & Hollingsworth alone, employ over 500
mechanics, and do an annual business of $700,000. Their
boats are found in all parts of the Union, from Maine to New
Orleans, in South America, and along the Pacific and China
waters. Belts, Pusey & Co., also do an extensive business in
nearly the same line. Bush & Lobdell turn out yearly about
8,000 tons of their patent car wheels, doing a business of abont
$250,000. McDaniel, Horner & Co., steel locomotive and car
&ing works, turn out yearly 60 tons of springs. McDaniel,

ige & Co., bar iron works, turn out about 400 tons annu-
ally. Alan Wood’s Delaware iron works, turn’ out about 500
tohs of sheet iron, including their “Imitation Russia,™ the
most extensive of the kind in the United States. C. & J.
Marshall’s sheet iron works turn out about 400 tons annually.
McCullongh & Co’s. galvanizing iron works, the only one of
the kihd in the country, turn out about 350 tons of galvanized
iron a year.

The cotton manufactures for 1856 amounted to $875,000,
using over $468,102 worth of raw material. The woolen works
turned out $400,000 in value, using about $300,000 worth of
raw material. Dupont’s powder works turn out, annually,
about 5,500,000 1bs. The saw and planing mills of Wilming-
ton, are very extensive, shipping their work to all the neig
boring States. Ship building is done for New York and
Philadelphia to a greater extent than is generally supposed,
and that, too, of the best Delaware white oak. It would be
impossible to give all the details of the business done in brick
makingy iron foundries, paper mills, coach making, tanning,
potteries, &é., &c.; but it is sufficient to say that they are in
the game proportion as those specified.

The flour and grist mills of Brandywine are celebrated in
all flour and meal markets.

Consider, also, her great agricultural intcrests. She grows
of wheat, 728,766 bushels; corn, 4,918,312 bushels; rye and
oats, 918,876 bushels; potatoes, 800,000 bushels; hay, 80,159
tons; butter, 2,655,308 pounds; wool, 64,404 pounds; value
of orchard products, $80,000. She raises sufficient cattle and
sheep for her own market and exportation. She sent in one
day to Philadelphia, on the Delaware railroad, over 80,000
dozen of eggs. R‘he little village of Odessa exported, in 1856,
over 400,000 bushels of wheat to Philadelphia. Delaware city
loads at one company’s wharf 6 and 7 first class schooners,
with coal for other iarkets, employing a capital of $2,000,000;
and the Legislature of Delaware granted, at its last session, a
charter for a railroad from that place to the mines of Pennsyl-
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vania, to be called the “ Delaware and Octorara” railroad, and
if supported by Southern markets, it can be made one of tlve
most extensive coal depots in the country, as it has the best
harbor on the bay.

The Delaware railroad is now traversing the entire length
of the State, and efforts are being made to continue it throngh
‘Worcester county, Maryland, and Accomac and Northampton
tounties, Virginia, thence to form a direct line to Norfolk and
the entire South, which would be the cheapest and most direct
ronte for the Southern trade, through the best manufacturing
and agricultural portions of Delaware. There is now in course
of constraction a branch from the Delaware road to the Dela-
ware breakwater to unload foreign merchandize, instead of
ehipping it to Philadelphia and back with the profits. Shall
the South allow those great commercial advantagesto slide
away from hery by letting Philadelphia and New York alone
drain Delaware of her productions?¥ Remember, if Delaware
ever becomes a free State, the masters of Maryland and Vir-
ginia may soon bid a last farewell to their servants, for the
very strict and honest laws and people of that little State have
deen a barrier to the underground railroad, and a continual
stambling block to abolitionists. Delaware has always been
true to her principles, and always to that Constitution, which
she claims as an honor to have tirst adopted. Her masses are
well educated, besides having two colleges and innumerable
male and female seminaries; 5le spends over $60,000 annually
in her public schools, the buildings of which, will equal those
of New England. Her mode of business is sound, as she but
seldomn has a failure, and has never had a broken bank.

Since the compilation of the above facts, the following
additional figures have been sent us by Major Jones, of Dela-
ware, a celebrated agricultural statistician, and will be found
worthy of interest. The table is for 1856, and will show a
most remarkable increase, since the census of 1850, on acéount
of the reasons given below:

1856. 1850.

Population.............. 117,161 91,532
Acres cultivated......... 600,000 580,862
Bushels of wheat......... 767,724 482,511
Oatg...ovvivinnnnnnnnn, 1,217,553 604,518
Corn....... s 7475170 3,145,542
Potatoes . ........uvennns 611,970 305,985
Ilay, tons............... 40,000 30,159
Value of other products of the farms,

not specified.. ..ot $13,113,616
Value of products above specified. .. .. 10,953,674

Total...oooovviviiiiiiiiiieninns $24,067,290
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‘The rapid increase of the agricultural products of Delaware
isjowing much to the increased prices of living in the manu-
facturing and commercial sections of our country. The farmh-
ers of Delaware make a very free pse of guano, phosphate
of lime, bone-dust, poudrette, &c., all of which, they:can haye
carrjed to their farms by the railroads of the State, af a trifling
cost above the original purchase. ‘It is ascertained, that more
than 1,000,000 bushels of quick-lime has been used in each oft
the last ten years, and now the Delaware railroad is finish
through the length of the State, that amount will sogn be
doubled. The lime, with a free use of clover, well plastered,
fmloughin under (not pasturage) has added largely to the,
products of the State. :

Five of the New England States, which contaip a population
of 2,628,960, produced only 555,955 bushels of wheat in 1850,
or less than one peck to each inhabitant, which either shows
that the means of Tertilizing have been very much neglected,
or else that, comparatively, all the capital must be in manufac-
tures;8o that there is, perhaps, no State in the republic which
combines within itself such extensive resourceg of self-preser--
vation as the State of Delaware, and this may aecount in &
%:eat measure for her neglect of the advertising medium of_
the country, get where her heart, her past life, apd her princj-

)

ples are allied, there ghe would rather make use of her trade. °

THE COQLIE TRADE.

This trade has become of such world-wide importance, as
well on account of its magnitude as of its probable influente
on the well-being of nations, that it attracted the attention of
the Senate of the United States, who, by resolution passed
24th April, 1856, directed the Secretary of State, “to furnish
the Sgnate any documents, papers, or other information to be
found in his department, tendjng to show the extent to which
the transportation of laborers is now being carried on from the
continent of ‘Asia or-any of the Asiatic islands, to English or
Spanish Colonies in America, or to any of the Chincha Isl-
ands; whether said laborers be termed slaves, coolies, or ap-
prentices ; also any information in bis department tending to
show the way in which said laborers are treated during trans-
portation, and after arrival into the countries into which they
are imported, together with statistics showing the sacrifice of
human life resulting from said traffic.”

Every word of this wesolution deserves studious attention
and investigation, because it suggests the existence of new
and wide-spread evils. Yet comprehensive as it is in its scope,
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it does not embrace the whole subject, for we observed a state-
ment from some English paper lately, to the effect that there
were & hundred and thirty thousand apprentices in Mauritius,
which is not included in the words of the resolution. At
least two hundred thousand must have been shipped from Asia
and Africa, considering the usual mortality during the pas-

and in acclimation, in order to attain the existing num-
ber of one hundred and thirty thousand.

This Manritius affair is one of England’s spasmodic, but
vain, efforts to retrieve the error of her West India and South
American emancipation. Neither the oceans of blood which
she sheds in Asia, nor the hundreds of thousands of appren-
tices whom she decoys from Asia and Africa, will supply the
Elace of the negro slaves of Jamaica, Barbadoes, Gniana, and

er other slave colonies. '

Sugar, cotton, coffee, rice, molasses, tobacco, and all other
Southern products are distressingly dear, and the white labor-
ers of Europe find themselves almost cut off from half the
comforts and necessaries of life, by black philanthropy, which
in its zealous endeavor to remit the negro to a state of Pagan
cannibalism, has quite overlooked the consequences resulting
to the whites.

Columbus and Vasco de Gama opened the way to the
Soutb. Europeans learned to enjoy t-ge products of tropical
regions. Increased quantities of cheap food and clothing, ob-
tained by the means of slave labor from those regions, stimu-
lated the increase of population in Europe, until it has be-
come, ﬁrobably, treble what it was three centuries ago.

South American, Mexican, and West Indian emancipation,
suddenly deprived this vastly inflated population of the means
of subsistence, by cutting off in great measure the usual sup-
[)al'ies of food and clothing. But self-preservation is the first

w of nature; and now fillibustering philanthropy is vainly
strugglingi to remedy the evils of negrophilism and “rose-
water philanthropy” of Clarkson, Wilberforce, and the other
abolitionists. New York and Boston import Coolies and Afri-
cans, annually, to the West Indies and South America, by
tens of thousands. France, to make up for the loss of St.
Domingo, seizes upon Algiers; Russia bears down upon Cir-
cassia and Turkey; and England is plundering the whole
Southern world.

Abolitionism has, by setting the negroes free, and produc-
ing scarcity and famine at the North, made fillibusters and
buccaneers of more than half of christendom.

But this new system, brought into life by blundering aboli-
tion, although it 1s attended with ten times as much of crime
and sacrifice of human life, as the old slavery and slave-trade
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system is inefficient, for Southern prodncts stil grow daily
scarcer and dearer.

This report of the Senate, of which we propose to give a
short summary, treats of but a small part of the illg inflicted
on humanity by abolitionism ; yet, will suffice to excite useful
inquiry and investigation on the absorbing subject of slavery.

n confirmation and illustration of the view we are taking,
we will cite from the report to the Senate an extract from an
article taken from a Cuban paper:

“1In the great scarcity of hands which prostrates Cuban agriculture, T donot
say, in order to supply the Eressing deficiency, that said Asiatics should not be

tesorted to; but I do ray, t gt even Orang-outangs should be used, were they
sueceptible of domestication.”

Negro slaves have multiplied ten-fold in our Southérn
States in the last one hundred and fifty years; yet the demand
for them is so great that their price has increased four-fold.
But it is not the Southern and Cuban planters who most feel
and suffer from this demand. No, it is the European and
and New England laborer, who have to pay three-fold for the
necessaries of life, for the want of sufficient slave labor, whé
are the actual victims of this demand. Abolition has greatly
benefitted the planters of Cuba and the South, by enhancing
the price of their products; but it has driven the steel d
into the vitals of its own neighbors, which fillibusters an
coolie traders are vainly endeavoring to extricate.

The first thing we find in this report is a letter from Wm.
H. Robertson, acting Consul at Havana, in reply to interroga-
tories from Mr. Marey, in which he mentions the arrival of
e large English ship with four hundred Chinese immi-
grants. “The first lot of & number exported under contract for
7,000 or 8,000.” In the same Jetter he mentions the landin
of a cargo of negroes from Africa. This letter is dated Aprﬁ
14,1855. Under date of June, 1855, he mentions the arrival
of another English ship with 700 Asiatics, with two minor
cargoes of Yucatanese, “being part of a contract with Santa
Anna for 11,000 by a highly respectable house.” ‘Negroes,
he says, continue to land in cfiﬁ'erent parts of the Island.”  Au-
gust 6, 1855, he writes: “ Chinese are coming in fast; and ac-
cording to rcliable information given me, these laborers are,
on some plantations, treated no better, and even worse than
negro slaves. This ilmmigration of Chinese does not, however,
for the present, diminish the trade in African negroes.” Un-
der date of September 3, 18535, he mentions one capitalist who
he knew had sent out an agent to procure 10,000 Chinese.
Noveimnber 7, 1853, he estimates the number of African slaves
landed on the Island within three months at 5,000. He adds,
speaking of the negro slave trade, there scems to be now no
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check whatever to the trade, and I have good reason to believe
that opposition, either from the Spanish or British Govern-
ment, has ceased, so far as this Island is concerned; the con-
tinuation of the trade is evidently on the increase, and this,
with the contracts existing for the coming year, of Chinese,
estimated at 40,000 to 50,000, will furnish a large increase of
laboring hands.

The report of which we are treating is contained in a pam-
phlet gf 183 pages, full of details, such as we have cited. We
will not weary the reader by quoting more of them, except
two, to show the manner in which the Coolies are treated on
their passage, and how they sometimes retaliate. The follow-
ing guaint extract is from the log book of the ship Waverly,
bound from Swutoo to Callao, with a cargo of 450 Coolies :

“At 11, & m., the coolies’ cooks came off and refused to cook any longer,
without they could get their wages paid down every month. I promised I
should do all I could when I got on shore; but that would not satisfy them,
and all the coolies came aft for the intention to kill me and Mr. Weeks. I got
the men all aft and got the arms on deck, and they commenced to show fight.
I killed about four or five, and drove them all down below, in between decks.
In the afterooon, at 8, p. m,, I was obliged to get water on deck. 1 went down
and found they had broke the lock on the cistern hatch and had got hold of
some of the provisions. There was one of them which was very impudent, and
1killed him. At 4, p. m., I found they were breakirg off the forward hatch,
and two of them stcod on the steps; tried, with all their strength, to come on
deck, but I shoved them down ngain and shut the hatches on again. Watched
the ship inside and out. At 8, p. m., set the watch, with one officer and six
men. [ think I should have no trouble with the coolies if I only had a good
interpreter and doctor for them on board, for that is the greatest trouble for
earrying coolies, aud by having had lots of Chincse on board is very fatal.”

“ Sunday, October 28.—All this day light airs and fine pleasant weather. At
12, miduight, between the 27th and 28th October, took off the hatches for to let
the coolies come on deck again. Got some lanteins and went down myself for
to get them up; but, to our great astovishment, found that they had murdered
one another. They had broken the bars of the hatches and bruke two or three
of the after buuks down, which they had used for Weapons. It was an awful
sight to look at ; some were hanging by the neck, eome were shoved down into
the tanks, some had their throats cut, and the greater part of them were strang-
led to death. I went to work and took all the bodies on deck and provided
some water for the liviug ones, which were all the poorest and »ickliest on board
the shir. At 3, p. m,, the government steamer came down and anchored a
cable’s length from us, and rent her two large boats alongside for to discharge
the dead budies into. Got through by 10, p. m.”

We add the account of a gentleman who was sent to inves-
tigate the case:

“He arrived there at midnight, and at his request the hetches were at once
removed, where they found, a3 before stated, that some three hundred men had
been suffocated. The bodies were buried immediately by the authorjties, who,
after dizcovering that there was no contagious disease on board, relieved the
ship from quarantine, and on the 6th Novewber the officers and crew were
taken from her and placed in prizon, until the affuir could belegally investigated.
The trial is not yet concluded, and nothing official can be known in regard to
the testimony given by the various witnesses in the case; but, oflicially, I learn
that when the captain weut below at 3 o'clock, he was uccon'panied by one man
only, who states that no attempt to revolt was made, and the men were peace-
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able, but that the captain, without any provoeation, shot two of them with his
revolver, killing both. Also, that whilst the coolies were in confinement below,
hot water was poured upon them through the seams of the hatches. Captain
French, in various conversations with me, admits this fact, but says the water
was lukewarm only, and was done ‘merely to frighten them.’”

The following is an extract from a letter of the American
Consul at Canton, Mr. Parker, under date May 21, 1852, to
Mr. Webster:

“The American merchantman, ‘Robert Bowne,” Lesley Bl;yson, master and
sole owner, left Amoy on the 21st March, having on board four hundged and
ten Chinese doolies, so-called, bound for San Francisco. On the 80th March,
when some three hundred miles to the eastward ef Formoza, the Chinese rose
and killed the captain, first and second officers, and four seamen, took command
of the vessel, and constrained the remainder of the ship’s company to take the
vessel to one of the ‘Magicosima’ group of islands, where they plundered her,
and some hundreds of the Chinese landed.”

That these enormities continue to be enacted is matter of
every day’s news. The two most recent cases are the follow-
ing:

From the Singapore Straits Times of March 21.

A boat arrived at Singapore yesterday morning having on board nine of the
orew of the Peruvian ship Carmen, which vessel left Swatow on the 1st of March
with two hundred Chinese coolies for Callao. On Sunday, March 8th, when off
the Great Natunas, the interpreter warned the captain that the coolies meditated
a revolt, and intended to take the ship; upon which, as it was nightfall, the
ooolies were forced to go between decks. About three hours afterwards the in-
terproter returned, an ret}uested that they might be set at liberty; and the
captain endeavored to pacify them b( asking for delay until the following day,
when he would place the four ringleaders in irona.  Next morning, between
seven and eight o'clock, the coolies proceeded on deck, and remained quiet until
the crew went to breakfast. Some of the coolies—thinking probably to get

ession of the ship, and that the crew would go below to extinguish the
so:;went to the forepart of the chip and threw a quantity of burning straw
iuto the hold, which fell amongst the contents of their beds, (straw,) Ecper, and
fragnents of wooden boxes, which, it appears, they had previously broken Iu{.
The crew speedily armedpand the coolies were forcibly driven below. e
oaptain first desived the powder in the ship to be thrown overboard and then
tried to extinguish the fire by closing the hatchways, but in vain; the flames
soon seized on every part of the shi[‘\);lll‘ording time only to get out two boats.
The captain, officers, and crew, numbering in all fourteen, with seven passen-
gere, having been able to secure a few arms, but without water or provision,
quitted the burning ahippin the boats, the captain proceeding in the same boat
with the chief officer.  Finding there was no zail in the boat, the captain got
into the other boat and returned to the ship, if possible, to secure something
that would serve for a eail. At this time some of the coolies had forced the
hatchways and were observed passing up the rigging, but the masts shortly
afterwands foll over into the sea. Just as the boat (in which was the captain)
had reached the veasel, the latter went down, and the boat must have been
taken Jdown with the sinking ship, as nothiz:s was seen of the captain or the
people in the boat, although the mate temained close by for nearly four hours.
}l‘he great@r part of the coolies must have been sutfocated by the smoke; the
whole perished except an interpreter. The mate’s boat made for Siagapore,
the nearest port of refuge. Their suferingsand misery were intense: exposed
jn an open boat for nine days without water, and with no cther food thaa the
two baskets of sweet potatoes and a dolphin, which they fortunately canght
and must eagerly devourad uncooked.
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From the Friend of CRina of March 15.

We had hoped our summary would have been completed without the récord
of another coolie horror, but this morning, to our extreme regret, we find an-
nounced the arrival of the British ship Gulnare, (Captain Wardrop,) bound
from Swatow to Havana, with coolies. On Wednesday, 11th inetant, the Gul-
nare left Swatow, with coolie Emengers, for Havana. She rounded the Cape
of Good Hope at 5, p. m., and then placed armed sentries fore and aft. Nothing
occurred .ﬁ) night. At 7-15, a. m., on the following morning, the coolies in &
body attacked the third mate and sentry in the fore part of the ship. The
watch at the time were washing down the poop. The high land of Togas a
little before had been sighted, bearing N. W., about 12 miles distant. The chief
officer was at the time talking to the interpreter, when the Chinese gave one of
the most horrible yells possible to be imagined. The captain, officers, and crew,
immediately rushed out and r d the third mate and sentry, who were seri-
ously wounded. The coolies fought with fearful desperation, and in some in-
stances were fairly cut to pieces before they were driven below; in fact, they
returned the fire for some ten minutes with basins, firewood, &c., and, by an
oversight of the officers, had smuggled from the deck all the chain hooks and
axes, and concealed them below. After the coolies had been driven below they
again began throwing up at the crew basins and firewood. One pistol was fired
up the hatchway in the direction of the poop. Findin%they could not regain
the deck, the coolies broke up their berths and set the ship on fire in'the main,
mizen, and poop, and hatchway, but when the leaders in the incendiarism were
shot down, they immediately extinguished the fires. The third mate and sentry
were the only two of the crew who were seriously wounded. Twenty-seven
eoolies were killed and wounded ; ten killed, three drowned, and fourteen wound-

Bome have since jumped overboard. The Gulnare arrived here yesterday
at a quarter to 8, p. m.

EARLY CONGRESSIONAL DISCUSSIONS UPON SLAVERY.

‘We have not before us the first volume of Mr. Benton’s ad-
mirable abridgement of the debates of Congress, but if it
should come imto our hands it will add further material to
what we are about to condense and extract from the second,
relating to the subject of slavery as it presented itself in Con-
gress almost from the beginning of the Government.

In 1796 the kidnapping of free negroes to be sold into
slavery gave rise to animated debate; Mr. Swanwick, of Penn-
sylvania, urged the necessity of action in the premises by Con-
gress, but Coit, of Connecticut ; Murray, of New York; Smith,
of South Carolina; and Macon, of North Carolina, opposed.

Mr. SmuTh, of S. C., said, ¢“it was that kind of business which,
by the Constitution, wasto be left to the different States, he conld
not agree to the subject going any further. The observations
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania had convinced him that
that House ought not to interfere with the individual States
on the subject ; the interests and policy of the different States
were s0 various, that it would be a dangerous thing to meddle
with. He thought it an improper question for discussion; he
conceived it would be sound policy not to touch it in that
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House. The gentleman had gone too far to make use of the
word emancipation. He feared lest the use of it should spread
an alarm through some of the States. It might imperceptibly
lead from step to step till it ends in mischiet.”

Mr. Nicnovas, of Virginia, added in that kind of deprecatory
and apologetic language, which so long was adopted by the
public men of the South, but which subsequent experience,
reflection, and study, have entirely changed, enabling them to

lace the question upon the high vantage ground to which it
18 entitled. “ We who reside in the Southern States are unfor-
tunately possessed of such a kind of property as has a considera-
ble odium attached to it; but, if we unfortunately hold slaves,
we ought not to contribute to the making slaves of free men,
but I would wish to establish them in their freedom. If we
can give relief as the thing exists, let it be; by all means do it,
whether it incur the pleasure or the displeasure of some of the
slaveholders.”

During the same session, & petition was presented, and asked
to be referred to a select committee, emanating from three ne-

oes, claimed under the fugitive slave law. They had been
slaves in North Carolina, but were manumitted contrary to the
laws of the State, and again reduced to bondage from which
they escaped to Philadelphia. In the debate which followed,
Northern and Southern members divided almost entirely, as
at the present day, though good temper and moderation pre-
vailed. Only one member from the South, Mr. Ruiherford, of
Virginia, admitted the dangerous doctrine, that such petitions
mig%t be referred.

Mr. Mavison said, “he should he sorry to reject any peti-
tion whatever, in which it becamne the business of the House
to attend ; but he thought this case had no claim on their at-
tention. Yet, if it did not cofne within the purview of the
Legislative body, he thought it might be suffered to lie on the
table. Ile thought it a judicial case, and could obtain its due
in a Court of Appeal in that State. If. tll(?’ are free by the
laws of North Carolina, they ought to apr y to those laws,
and lhave their privilege established. If they are slaves, the
Constitution gives them no hope of being heard here. A law
has becn passed to prevent the owners of those slaves eman-
cipating themn; it is therefore impossible that any relief can
be granted. The petitioners are under the laws of North
Carolina, and those laws cannot be the interpreters of the laws
of the United States.”

Mr. W. Smity, of South Carolina, said, “the practice of a
former time, in a similar case, wag, that the petition was sealed
up and sent back to the petitioners, not being allowed even te



WHAT WAS BAID AND THOUGHT IX 1796. 3T

remain on the files of the office. This method, he said, ought
to be pursued with respect to the present petition. It was not
a matter that claimed the attention of the Legislature of the
United States. He thought it of such an improper nature,
as to be surprised any gentleman woild present a petition of
the kind. ese men are slaves, and, he thought, not entitled
to attention from that body; to encourage slaves to petition
the House would have a tendency to invite continual applica-
tions. Indeed it would tend to spread an alarm throughout
the Southern States; it would act as an ‘entering wedge,’
whose consequences could not be foreseen. This is a kind of
Eroperty on which the House has no power to legislate. He

oped 1t would not be committed at all; it was not a proper
subject for Legislative attention. He was not of the opinion
of some gentlemen, that the House were bound to sit on every
question recommended to their notice. He thought particu-
lar attention ought to be paid .to the lateness of the session;
if this subject were to be considered, too much time of the
House would be devoured which was much wanted on im-
portant business.”

Mr. TuarcHER, of Massachusetts, said, “he was in favor of
referring this petition. Ife, eould see no reason which had
been adduced to prove the impropriety of receiving a petition
from these people. The gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr.
Brounr,) is of the opinion that these people being slaves, the
House ought not to pay any attention to their prayer. This,
he said, was quite new language—a system of conduct which
he never saw the Ilouse practice, and hoped he never should.
That the House should not receive a petition without an evi-
dence to prove it was from a free man. This was a language
which opposed the constitutional freedom of every State where
the Declaration of Rights had been made; they all declare
that ever{ man is born equally free, and that each has an
equal right to petition if aggrieved; this doctrine he never
heard objected to.

“The gentlemen from Virginia, (Mr. Mapison and Mr.
HeaTu,) had said, “it was a Judicial and not a Legislative ques-
tion; they say the petition proves it, and that it ought not to be
attended to. Mr.l')l'. said, he saw no proof whatever of the im-

ropriety of the House receiving it. There might be some
gu(ﬁcial question growing out of the case ; but that was no rea-
son, because it might possibly undergo a Judicial course, that
the General Government were not to be petitioned. The gen-
tleman fromn South Carolina, (Mr. Smrrn,) had said, ¢ that this
was a kind of property on which th8 House could not legis-
late;> but he would answer, this was a kind of property on
-which they were bound to legislate. The fugitive act could
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prove this authority ; if petitions were not to be received they
would have to legislate in the dark. It appeared plainly that
these men were manumitted by their masters; ang because a
number of men who called themselves legislators should, after
the({ had the actual enjoyment of their liberty, come forward
and say that these men should not remain at liberty, and actu-
ally authorize their recaptivity, he thought it exceedingly un-
just to deprive them of the right of petitioning to have their
injuries redressed. These were a set of m.en on whom the fu-
gitive law had no power, and he thought they claimed protec-
tion under the power of that House, which always ought to
lean towards freedom. Though they could not give freedom
to slaves, yet he hoped gentlemen would never refuse to lend
their aid to secure freemen in their rights against tyrannical
imposition.”

. W. Surra, of South Carolina, observed, “ that a gentle-
man (Mr. TaatceER) had uttered a wish Mo draw these people
from their state of slavery to liberty. Mr. 8. did not think
they were sent there to take up the subject of emancipation.
‘When subjects of this kind are brought u'fhin the House they
ought to be deprecated as dangerous. ey tended to pro-
duce very uncomfortable circumstancgs.”

In March, 1798, a bill for the setflement of the Georgia
boundary, and the erection of a government in the Mississippi
Territory being under consideration, and it being proposed
that the government should be in all respects similar to that
established in the Northwestern Territory, exce&;& that slavery
should not be forbidden, Mr. TuaTcHER, of Massachusetts,
moved to strike out the excepting clause. The debate there-
upon took a wide range.

Mr. Goroon, of New Hampshire, thought, “ that when the
ntleman from Massachusetts recollected that, by the estab-
ment of this Government, the United States do not estab-
lish their exclusive right to this territory, he would consent to
withdraw his amendment, as that went to say that we had the
absolute right of jurisdiction, and were determined to exer-
cise it; and in making a difference between the ground on
which property was held there from that on which it was held
iglm(}’:eorgia, they would militate against the 5th section of the
Mr. Oms, of Massachusetts, “hoped his colleague would not
withdraw his motion; and the reason why he wished this was,
that an opportunity might be given to gentlemen who came
from the same part of the Union with him to manifest that it
is not their disposition to interfere with the Southern States as
to the species of property in question. With respect to the
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existence of slavery, the House had often heard gentlemeg,
who are owners of slaves, declare that it is not their fortune,
but their misfortune that they them, but who still kee
them, and claim the right of managing them as they thin
protﬁer. He thought it was not the business of those who had
nothing to do with that kind of property to interfere with that
right; and he really wished that the gentlemen who'held
slaves might not be deprived of the means of keeping them
in order.

“If the amendment prevailed, it would declare that no
slavery should exist in the Natchez country. This would not
only be a sentence of banishment, but of war. An immedi-
ate insurrection would probably take place, and the inhabf-
tants would not be suffered to retire in peace, but be massa-
cred on the spot. By permitting slavery in this district of
country, the number of slaves would not be increased—as if
emigrants from South Carolina or Georgia were to remove
into this country they would take their slaves with them ; and
he could see nothing in this which could affect the philan-
thropy of his friend. The Northwestern Territory is inhabit-
ed by a description of persons who have not been accustomed
to hold slaves, and thegefore the restriction Js agreeable to
them ; but the territory,in question will be settleatfrby people
from the Southern States, who cannot cultivate the ground
without slaves. He hoped, however, the motion would be
persisted in, and negatived by a large majority.”

Mr. RuTLEDGE, of South Carolins, “ wished the gentleman
from Massachusetts would withdraw his motion, not from any
apprehension he had that it would obtain; But he hoped that
he would not indulge himself and others in uttering philippics
t}xfa.inst a practice with which his and their philosophy is at war.

e submitted to the gentleman’s candor whether it was proper,
on'every occasion to do this—to bring forward the Southern
States in an odious light, or to give his neighbor and colleague
an opportunity of bringing them forward, and comparing them
with Algerines! He thought propriety and decency towards
other members required that such language should be checked.
He believed if his friend from Massachusetts had recollected
that the most angry debate which had taken place du-
ring this session was occasioned by a motion on this subject,
he would not have brought forward the present question.
One gentleman says, you call these men property; another,
you hold these men in chains; a third, you violate the rights
of man! And are not these men property? Do not the peo-
ple in this territory hold them as sw¢h? Did they not hold
them under the Spanish Government? And must we thus
address these people: ¢ We have made a treaty which puts you
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under thé mild government of the United States, but we must
t8ke from you your property; or rather, we must set your
blacks at liberty to cut your throats. The rights of man was
the watch-word of the day, and Congress have determined
that you shall not possess this property. They cannot as yet
do slavery away altogether—the day is not yet arrived; f‘;nt
t!x&y h’a’\’re determined it shall not exist in the Mississippi Ter-
ritory.

M{. Nicuoras, of Virginia, “believed it not only to be the
interest of the Southern States, but of the United States, that
this motion should be rejected. They were to legislate for the
whole of the Union, and ought to consult the happiness of the
whole. It was not for them to attempt to make a particular
spot of country more happy than all the rest. If it was a mis-
fortune to the Southern Sytates to be overwhelmed with this
kind of proSerty, he asked if it would not be doing service
not only to them but to the whole Union, to open thingestern
country, and by that means spread the blacks over a large
space, 60 that in time it might be safe to carry into effect the
plan which certain philanthropists have so much at heart, and
to which he had no objection, if it could be effected, viz: the
emancipation of this class of men? And when this country
shall have become sufficiently populoffs to become a State, and
the Legislature wishes to discountenance slavery, the increase
of slaves may be prevented, and such means taken to get rid
of slavery alto etger, perhaps in conjunction ‘with other parts
of the United States, who by that time may be in such a situ-
ation as to admit of it, as shall appear prudent and proper.”

In January, 1799, it being proposed to suspend all commer-
cial intercourse with France and her islands, Mr. Gallatin, of
Penneylvania, referred as follows to the Island of St. Domingo:

“Suppose that island, with its present population, under
resent circumstances, should become an independent State.
hat is this population? It is known to consist, almost alto-
Eether, of dlaves just emancipated, of men who received their
rst education under the lash of the whip, and who have been
initiated to liberty only by that series of rapine, pillage, and
massacre, that have laid waste and deluged that island in
blood ; of men, who, if left to themselves, if altogether inde-
pendent, are by no means likely to apply themselves to the
peaceable cultivation of the country, ﬁut will try to continue
to live, as heretofore, by plunder and depredations. No man,
said Mr. G., wishes more than I do to see an abolition of slave-
ry, when it can be properly effected; but no man would be
more unwilling than I to constitute a whole nation of freed
slaves, who had arrived to the age of thirty yecars, and thus to
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throw so many wild tigers on society.* If the pepulation of
St. Domingo can remain free in that island, he lm(F no objec-
tion ; but, however free, he did not wish to have them inde-
pendeunt, and he would rather sec them under a govemment
that would be likely to keep them where they are, and pre-
vent them from committing depredations out of the island.
But if they were left to govern themselves, they might be-
come more troublesome to us, in our commérce to the West
Indies, than the Algerines ever were in the Mediterranean;
they might also become dangerous neighbors to the Southern
States, and an asylum for renegadoes from those parts.

“This being the casc, Mr. G. said, he must deprecate every
encouragement which may be held out to proéuce such an
event. Did not gentlemen recollect what an alarm was
sounded last year, with respect to the probability of an inva-
sion of the Southern States from the West Indies; an alarm
upon which some of the strongest measures of the last session
were grounded? Mr. G. could not help hoping, there would
be a general wish not to take any measure which may embody
so dangerous a description of men in our neighborhood, whose
objéct may be plunder, and who might visit the States of
South Carolina and Georgia, and spread their views among
the negro people there, and excite dangerous insurrections
among them.”

On the second day of January, 1800, “ Mr. WaLN presented
a petition of Absalom Joncs and others, free men of color, of
the city and counfy of Philadelphia, praying for a revision of
the laws of the United States relative to the slave trade; of the
act relative to fugitives fromn justice; and for the adoption of
such measures as shall in dne course emancipate the whole of
their brethren from their present situation; which he moved to
have referred to the committee appointed to inquire whether
any and what alterations ought to be made in the existing law
prohibiting the slave trade trom the United States to any for-
eign place or country.

“The petitioners, after mentioning their sense of the boun-
ties of Providence in their freeddin, and the happiness they
felt under such a form of Government, represent that they
cannot but be impressed with the hardships under which num-
bers of their color labored, who they conceived equal objects
of representation and attention with themselves or others un-
der the Constitutidn. That the solemu compact, the Constitu-
tion, was violated by the trade of kidnapping, carried on by
the people of some of the Southern States on the shores of
Maryland and Delaware, by which pumb&rs were hurried into

® A strong expression, but justified by what had been seen in St. Domingo.
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holes and cellars, torn from their families and transported to
Georgia, and there inhumanly exposed to sale, which was de-
grading to the dignified nature of man. That by these and
other measures injurions to the human species, there were
700,000 blacks now in slavery in these States. They stated
their application to Congtess to be, not for the immediate
emancipation of the whole, knowing that their degraded state
and want of education would render that measure improper,
but they ask an amelioration of their hard -sitnation. ey
prayed that the act called the fugitive bill, which was very
severe on that race of people, might be considered ; also that
the African slave trade might be put a stop to.”

Mr. Oms, of Maesachusetts, eaid, “he hoped the petition
would not be committed; he had never seen a petition pre-
sented under a more dangerous and unpleasant aspect. It
appeared to be subscribed by a number of individuals who
were incasable of writing their names, or of reading the pe-
tition, and, @ fortiori, of digesting the principles of it. It
therefore was a petition of certain men made out by other
men, who ought to have come forward themselves, but had
forborne. To encourage a measure of the kind would have
an irritating tendency, and must be mischievous to America
very soon. It woulti teach them the art of assembling to-
gether, debating, and the like, and would soon, if encouraged,
extend from one end of the Union to the other. A great part
of the petition was improper, and the other part entirely un-
necessary. No particular objéct or evils Were pointed out in
the fugitive law, but the truth was, they wanted a repeal of
the law. Although, he thanked God he had no slaves, nor
ever wished to possess any, yet he thought the subject ought
not be meddled with by the General Government, and if -any

ievances existed, they were properly and only objects of
egislation in the several States. It was the duty, and he
thought the interest of the States, while they were kept in
servitude, to amelidrate their situation as much as consisted
with security. He thouiht those who did not possess that
species of property had bétter leave the regulation of it to
tﬁose ho were cursed with it. However, it was unjust to in-
termeddle with it to the injury of the possessors.”

Mr. Brown, of Rhode Island, said, ‘“he was in hopes that
every member belonging to the Northern States would have
seen by this time the impropriety of encéuraging slaves to
come from the Southern gtates to reside as vagabonds and
and thieves among them, and have been tired of the bad
policy. No subject’surely was so likely to cause a division of
the States as that respecting slaves. He did not hold a slave
in the world, he said, but he was as much for supporting the
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rights and Iproperty of those who did, as though he was a slave
owner. e considered this as much personal property as a
farm or a ship, which was incontestably so. He went 1nto a
view of the federal compact, to argue the impropriety of leg-
islating on the subject. This petition, he said, did not come
from the blacks, but from a combination of people who had
troubled Congress for many years past, and Le feared never
would cease. He did not fear the power of the 700,000 ene-
mies that the gentleman had pointed out, since there were
five millions to withstand themn: they could at any time sub-
due them. He begged that the gentleman who put the peti-
tion on the table, might be desired to take it back again. He
was sorry to see the commitment supported by two such worthy
members of the House, both good Federalists.” (A laugh.)
Mr. Hiwr, of North Carolina, “thought if any evil cxisted
under any law now in force, a committee ought to be appointed
to examine into and correct it: but he hopef the petition would
not be committed. It was to be lamented that this kind of
roperty did exist; but it did exist, and was sanctioned by the
&)nstitution. That being the case, the House ought to set
their faces against any innovations on it, either directly or in-
directly.”
Mr. %ANA, of Connecticut said, “if the petition before the
House contained nothing but a farago of the French meta-
Physics of liberty and equality, he should think that it was
ikely to produce some of the dreadful scenes of St. Domingo.
Or if he believed it was only the effects of a religious fanati-
cism in a set of men who thouglit they were doing their duty,
though he thought the subject quite out of the power of Con-
, he might be disposed to think it quite wrong. But when
e-perceivea a petition, addressed in language which was very
decent, and which expressly declared that the petitioners did
not wish the House to do what was inconsistcnt with the Con-
stitution, but only asked an amclioration of the severities under
which people of their color labored, he thought it ought to be
received and committed. Ile did not think the gentleman
who presented it ought to withdraw it, nor was he the least
culpable, but executed a duty he conceived him bound §p.”
Mr. RutLepck, of South e)urolina, “thought it a little ex-
traordinary that when gentlemen from some parts of the
Union were positively assured that very serious, nay, dreadful
effects, must be the incvitable consequence of their discussion
on the subjcct, they still would persist. Ife nsed strong words,
he said, because no others would be appropriate. Gentlemen
recommended the subject to be calm}y argued.  Would gen-
tlemen fecl calm if measurcs were taken to destroy most of
their property? Would calmness be consistent if entering
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wedges were prepared to ruin their property of whole estates?
If ever it was justifiable to be warm on any subject in the
House, it surely was on an occasion like the present, when
imminent danger was in view. Yes, we deem this as an en-
terin§ wedge to an inevitable loss of our property, if persisted
in. It appeared by the gentleman’s arguments that he had
ust been reading the opinions of his brother philosopher,
rissot.

“Three emissaries from St. Domingo appeared in the hall
of the Convention, demanding the emancipation of their spe-
cies from slavery. The Convention were told it would ope-
rate as an entering wedge that would go to the destruction of
property, and the loss of one of the finest islands in the world;
that it would be murderous in the extreme; that it would open
scenes which had nevefl been practiced since the destruction
of Carthage; that a whole rich country would be buried in
blood ; that thousands would instantly be reduced to abject
penury ; that the first towns in that fine island would be re-
duced to a heap of ashes. DBut those gentlemen said no, it
cannot be, all our desires originate in philanthropy—we wish
to do good! Bat, sir, we have lived to see these dreadful
scenes. These horrid effects have succeeded what was con-
ceived once to be trifling. Most important consequences may
be the result, although gentlemen little apprehend it. But we
know the situation of things there, although they do not, and
knowing we deprecate it. There have been emissaries amongst
us in the Southern States ; they have begun their war upon us;
an actual organization has commenced; we have had them
meeting in their club rooms, and debating on that subject, and
determinations have been made. It might be wrong in me to
mention these things, because many of those people can read
and write, and will be informed of what I am now saying,
which they think I did not know, but knowing, I am deter-
mined to make, use df. .

“Sir, I do belie,vﬁ that persons have becn sent from France
to feel the pulse of this country, to know whether these are
the proper engines to make use of: these people have been
talkeg to; they have been tampered with, and this is going on.
They now \\'il{see that the argument has been agitated in the
Legislature ; that the subject of emancipation has been dis-
cussed. Is not this extremely wrong, when gentlemen are told
how much it puts our property at hazard? Although these

eople are unable to do any harm, yet the work will be done

y gentlemen in this Xouse, they must be answerable for the
mischief.

“Before I had the honor of a seat in this Honse, one ques-
tion which was agitated by the pcople was, how do the Gene-
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ral Legislature regard this species of property? I said, our
brethren in the Northern States are willing to leave this busi-
ness entirely to us who possess it—they will not intermeddle.
I did hope that they never would take the lead in any argu-
ments of this dangerous tendency. Dut, as gentlemen have
gone into this business, I find 1 am compelled to use argumnents
which otherwise ought not to be mentioned.

“I recollect that gentlemen in France used arguments like
the gentleman from Massachusetts: ¢We can indemuify these
proprietors.” But how did they do it, or how can it be done?
Not at all. TFarther, we were told these things would take
place, we need not be alarmed ; it was inevitable; that it was
reasonable and unavoidable. Sir, it never will take place.
There is one alternative which will save us from it, but that
alternative I deprecate very much; that is, that we are able
to take care of ourselves, and it driven to it, we will take care
of ourselves.”

On the 26th and 28th of April, 1800, the sulject of the
slave trade was under discussion in Congress, it being proposed
to prohibit the carrying on of this traftic from the United States
to any foreign place or country.

Mr. J. Browy, of Rhode Island, said, “when the motion
was first laid on the table, he thought it improper to prevent
the citizens of the United States enjoying the beuetits of a
trade enjoyed by all the European nations. 1le really was in
hopes that the good sensc of the scleet committee would have
permitted them to have seen the policy of realizing the act in
question.  Many members of the Ilouse, he observed, knew
how the former act was passed ; they knew that Congress was
drilled into it by certain persons who would not take no for
an answer. It was well known that the Abolition Socicty,
otherwise the Society of I'riends, as they were called, wero
very troublesome until they got that act pissed. It was also
well known that those people did not do miich to support the
Government, but that they did as much as they couH to stop
the measures of the Government, and particularly our defen-
sive system, on which our national security depended.”

Mr. Nicueras, of Virginia, “asked whether it was in order
to abuse any class of citizens in this manner, and particularly
since no notion was before the committee ?”

Mr. Brown, of Rhode Island, resmmed. “Ile was only
speaking agrecably to his inforination, how this Dbill came
originally into existence. Ile as certain that this naion,
having an act against the slave trade, did not prevent the ex-

¥ .. "y .
portation of a slave from Africa. Ile Lelieved we might as
well, therefore, enjoy that trade, as to leave it wholly to others.
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It was the law of that country to export those whom they held
in slavery—who were as much slaves there as those who were
slaves in this country—and with as much right. The very
idea of making a law afainst this trade, which all other na-
tions enjoyed, and which was allowed to be very profitable,
was ill policy. He would further say that it was wrong, when
considered in a moral point of view, since, by the operation
of the trade, the very people themselves much bettered their
condition. It ought to be a matter of national policy, since
it would bring in & good revenue to our Treasury. It was not
pleasing to him, Mr. B. said, to pay an interest of 8 per cent.
for our loan: rather than borrow money, he would wish to be

aying off some of our old standing debt, which could be done

y increasing our commerce, or rendering it free. Ie wished
it to be free as the wind that blew—from one end of the world
to the other. As he obscrved before, he believed not one more
slave would be exported from Africa, while our merchants and
our revenue would enjoy the benefit.

“Mr. B. said, our distillerics and manufactories were all
lying idle for want of an extended commerce. He had been
well informed that on thosec coasts New England rum was
much preferred to the best Jamaica spirits, and would fetch a
better price. 'Why should it not be sent there, and a profita-
ble return be made? Why should a heavy fine and imprison-
ment be made the penalty for carrying on a trade so advan-
tageous?

*“ But, he observed, if it was thought advisable that the old
act should continue, he would wish 1t could be made to meet
the purpose altogether, and prevent the system of slavery en-
tirely, so that equal advantages might be given to all the in-
habitauts of the Union; without this, it would, as it ever had
been, remain a great disadvantage. He therefore moved that
the committec rise, in order to postpone the bill. He believed
the Housc would be better prepared to meet it in a few days.”

Mr. Rurrence, of South Carolina.  “He thought it was per-
fectly unnecessary to make a new act upon the subject; he be-
lieved the former act did every thing that was nccessary or
practicable to be done. What more could be wanted than
that persons engaged in this trafic should forfeit their ships
and pay a fine, besides, in many instances, imprisonment of
the person offending? Surely that was all the occasion re-

vired. The different States whigh had heretofore imported
those people into the United States had established the policy
not to import any more; but in addition to this willing re-
striction, the Federal Government thought proper to prevent
the trade being carried on, by our ships, to those countries
which did suffer their importation. This wus going very far
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indeed, but so far it was thought proper to go, to furnish a
peace-offering to those philanthropists whose urgency was
t fo accomplish the general destruction of the trade.
owever, the activity of the people of the four New England
States first engaged them in this profitable traflic; their pro-
duce would bring a good price on the African coast, and why
they might not enjoy the profit of it as well as the English he
could not conceive. Ile believed it to be impossible effecty-
ally to prevent it. Some gentlemen, indced, had talked of
anthorizing our cruisers to seize vessels of this kind, but, sup-
pose they were confiscated, what was tp be done with their
cargoes? They could not be brought into the United States.
Where could they be carried? It was not consistent with the
policy of the West India Islands to suffer them to land there,
since it was their practice to keep these people in bondage,
and they did not want, nor could they suffer free men to inun-
date those colonies. IIe knew of no place where they could
be landed but St. Domningo, and as these people would not
have been of those who had procured the freecdom of slaves
there—were not of those who had spread devastation and
murder throughout that island, it was probable they would
spurn them from their shores. What then was to be done
with them? Surcly no gentleman would wish them to be
drowned, and it would be as absurd to think of sending them
bizcl’:, to Sicrra Leone! These difficulties he thought insupera-
ble.

THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE.

Upon an able paper which appeared some weeks ago in the New
York Herald, and which presented the material relating to the slave-
trade, in a succinet form, we shall rely, mainly, for what is said in the
following article. It will be an invaluable adjunct to the other sketches
on that subject which bave lately appeared in the pages of the Review.

Laws oF THE UXITED STATES IN REGARD TO THE SLAVE TRADE.—
Though declured by law piracy, the United States Courts consider the
ursuit legal. By the Constitution the trade could not be probibited
fore 1808, but as early as 1794 American vessels were forbidden to
engage in it, and in 1800 fine and imprisonment was made the penalty
of serving on bourd a slaver. Neither of these laws reach the case of
an American citizen carrying on the business on the coast of Africa,’
the prohibition reaching ouly to those employed upon slave ships, In
1809, the penalty of fitting out a slaver in the United States was in-
creased, but in 1818 it was laid upon the vessel, which was to be for-
feited, the owner, factor, or master, to suffer also fine and imprisonment.
The Ashburton Treaty, in 1842, bound Great DBritain and the United
States to maintain a fleet on the coast of Africa for the suppression of



43 THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE.

the slave trade. Little or no gnod has resulted. A consileration of
the statutes shows that a merchant or factor may build and equip a
vessel in any of our ports, knowing that she is to be a slaver, *without
the least apprehension of risk or danger, provided he does not intend
himself diveetly to employ her in that capacity.  Heuce the present
flourishing state of the slave trade in Noithern ports.

Progrrss oF THE SLAVE TRADE AND THE NUMBER OF SLAVES TAREN
FROM A FrIcA.—The American slave trade, from the time of its incep-
tien in the fitst years of the discovery of Ameriea, has undergone great
changes, both as regards the flag under which it has been carried on,
and the vations that have been cngaged init. At first it was prose-
cuted almost exclusively by the Spaniards aud Portuguese, who brought
over a few negroes to the Autilles and the newly settled districts of
Brazil. The trade shortly after passed into the hands of the English,
whose superior skill and energy as sailors and traders, gave them ad-
vantage over the cavaliers of Spain, who, fresh from the Moorish wars,
were then settling the countries of tropical America. Dristol, in Eng-
Jand, was for a long time the principul seat of the slave trade, and
Liverpool owed a part of her early growth to the same profitable occu-
pation. Contracts were entered into by the English traders with the
Spanish Government, and cvery effort made to obtain a monopoly of
the trade, in which they succeeded in a great measure.  About one
hundred and tifty years ago some enterprising Freuchi traders endeav-
ored to compete with the English, but they Lave never been successful
in securing any large portion of the Aftican slave trade. The English,
up to the beginning of the present ceutury, were the- great slave
traders of the world, The first inutro.’uction of Atrican slaves was in
1620, by a Dutch vessel from Africa to Virginia. Mr. Cascy, in a
work upon the slave trade, says that the * trade in negro slaves to the
American colonies was too small before 1753 to attract attention.” In
that year 511 were imported iuto Charleston, and in 1765-'66 those
imported into Georgia numbered 1,482.  The importatious up to the
year 1808 numbered altogether 333,000.

The statistics of the trade with Cuba and Brazil from the beginning
of the present century tg 1840 are so defective and unreliable that 1t
would be utterly uscless to give them, DBesides, go little attention was
given to this part of the subject till after the year 1833 by the Anti-
Slavery Society, and humanitarians generally, that the rcturns were
not full and perfect énough for publication. Under these circum-
stances we have not included, them ; but the number imported by both
countries during the period referred to could not have been less than
a million and a half.

We may state here incidentally, that of the 1,700,000 slaves who
were brought from the coast of Atfrica to the Diitish West Indies, up
to the year 1817, only 660,000 survive, showing that there are not
twd living for every five that were imported, while in the United States
the number of Africans is nearly eight or ten to one of those that
were imported.

Passing over the interval from the period when the slave trade was
declared to be piracy to the year 1840, we find that the number in-
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troduced into Brazil from that year to 1851, inclusive, was 348,609,
or a little more than 30,000 a year. During the same period the num-
ber imported into Cuba amounted to an average of about 6,000 a
year. The following tables show the importations into Brazil and
Cuba from 1851 to 1854 :

Slaves,

Imported into Brazil in the year 1851.... 47,000

“ w “ 1852.... 60,000

“ “ “ 1853.... 3,700
Total.evvviiiiinneneiiineannennn, 100,700

Imported into Cuba in 1851............ 5,000

“ “ 1852000 ueenen.. 71,924

“ “ 1858...00unn.... 12,500

“ “ 1854...0000000.. 10,230
35,345

Total e evvvereeerensesnnneeanneennaneen.. 136,045

From the four years from 1851 to 1854, inclusive, this gives an
average importation in both countries of something over 34,000 a year.
As perhaps not more than three-fourths of the whole number was re-
ported to the mixed commission, the yearly average for tkis period
may be: set down at 45,000. From the year 1854 there were very
few, if any, slaves imported into Brazil, in consequence of the laws
passed by the Government of that country against the traffic. The
slave trade is now mainly, if not wholly, carried on with Cuba, which
imports about twenty thousand slaves every year—which, added to
the total of the trade with both Brazil and Cuba since the year 1850,
gives the average number imported every year, up to the present time,
at about 30,000. If the profit realized on the purchase of one slave
amounts, as we have shown in the following tables, to $365, the total
profit of one year's trade will therefore be about eleven millions of
dollars :*

EXPENSES OF VESSELS AND OUTFIT.

Cost of a two hundred and fifty ton vessel............... $8,000
Sailmaker's, carpenter’s, and cooper’s bills....&.......... 8,000
Provisions for crew and slaves.....c..oc0eevenenn.s cesas 1,000
Wages advanced.....ooeeuvvererionnnienieineeoniannes 1,000
Stealings in New York by the agent............. ceecees 4,000
Commission of 10 per cent. on the whole expenses........ 1,700

Total cost of vessel and outfit......... vessessasssiess $18,700

EXPENSES ON THE COAST OF AFRICA.

Cost of 400 negroes, at 850 per head.................... $20,000
Pay of crew and officers on the coast.............. coseas 500
Gratification morey to.the American captain........... .. 1,000

Total......... creerisiasras cereenes verisesiseene..  $21,500

# See some valuable statistics showing the expenscs and profits of the slave
trade in the April number of the Review, 1857.
4



50 THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE.

EXPENSES ON THE NNOMEWARD PASSAGE.
Captain’s head-money, averaging 315 per head, on 880 ne-

groes, allowing for 20 deaths on the passage........... $5,700
Head money to officers, at §7 50 per head............... 2,850
Wages of crew and officers...oevveeen..nn Ceeoaes 2,600
BT $10,030

EXTENSES AFTER THE ARRIVAL OF THE VESSEL IN CUBA.
Gratification money to the Captain General, at 851 a head $19,380

Landing expenses, at $34 a head......... ceeane [P 12,920
Total...ovvvvennnrnaennns vessans [ Ceererenees $32,300
BECAPITULATION OF EXPENSES.
Cost of vessel and outfit.. . ... sesecterssansanas veseesas 818,700
Expenscs on the const of Afriea............ teeveseaee .. 21,500
Expenses of the homeward tussnge ............... ceeees 10,050
Expenses after arrival in Cuba.......... ceteaen o eerenes 32,300
Commission on sale of 5 pereent....covvviinreeiiannns 11,400
Total......... 1 P §93,950
RECEIPTS AND EXPENSES.
Received for 400 negrocs in market, at $600 a head....... $240,000
Total expenses.. . ..oouveriviieniiaaceas treeenierireanans 93,950
Total profits on eargo. . ovveiieiesererierirveninncanns $146,050

The inducements which are held out to men with capital, and with:
out principle, to engage in this business, by the immense profits real-
ized in it, has led a comparatively large number of our wealthy men,
and those who are anxious to become suddenly so, to embark in the
slave trade. In fact, there never was a time, perhaps, when the trade
was so actively carried on at this port as it is at present.

TREATIES FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE-TRADE.—The agitation
commenced by the humanitarians, about the beginning of the nineteenth
century, and began to effect serious changes in the manner of carrying
ou the trade. Its early abolition by the United States and England drove
the citizens of those two countries from the field, which was taken
possession of Ly the Portuguese and Spanish, who at that time were
establishing their settlements on the coast of Africa. The unceasing
exertions which were made by France and England, and the treaties
which have been entered into between those Powers and other nations,
have had the cffect of circumscribing more and more the scene of this
traffic. Treaties were eventually formed with Brazil and Portugal
abolishing it entirely, Spain having entered into a similar compact,
which she complied with to a certain extent, but the treaty has never
been fully carried out. The continued endeavors of England to have
those treaties carried out, according to their spirit and letter, have re-
sulted in wholly stopping the trade between Africa and the Brazils,
and the only countries which continue to import negroes from Africa
for the purpose of supplying the demand for slave labor are the Spanish
islands of Cuba and Porto Rico. _

In 1835, a new treaty was made between Spain and England, by
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which th: former country declared the cru'ryin% on of that traflic under
her flaz to be piraey, thus driving the Spanish flag entirely from the
trade. It was carried on for 2 time under the flags of Portugal and
Brazil, but subsequent treaties between England and those countries
have led to the almost complete exclusion of slaves from the protection
which these flags gave them upon the ocean. The treaties with Portu-
gal are not so definite and strict as with other countrics, and hers is
the ouly flagr that is now used in the homeward passage from Africa
by slave ships. Yet the greater part of the voyages which are now
made are made without any flags or papers of any kind, The moment
the ships take their departure from the African coast they assume the
character of the Arabs of the ocean. Such being the condition of the
traders on their return voyage, their only object is to secure the delivery
of their vessels upon the coast of Africa without liability to capture
before the slaves are put on board. The energy with which the people
and Goveinment of the United States have maintained their interpre-
tation of the right of search, preventing cruisers of all nations from
examining vesscls under their flag, gives the greatest margin to African
traders for the delivery of vesscls upon the coast, and accordingly the
gystem that the tratfic is at present pursued under is what we now
purpose to describe,

How A SLAVER IS FITTED OUT AND PERFORMS IER VOYAGE TO AND
FROM Arurca.—A vessel which has seen some years of service, of good
quality as a sailer, and with a fair outfit, is purchased in one of the
ports of the United States, and a contract made with the seller that he
shall deliver Lier at a certain port on the African coast. This he has a
legal righit to do, under the Jaw as it at present stands, as Lo is legally
supposed to know nothing of the subsequent employment of the ship,
and is not responsible therefor.  On board of this vessel a small quan-
tity of Immber is ehipped, with rice and provisions, and the means of
cooking fir a large number of people. The cocking apparatus forms
a porticn of the indireet evidence of an intention to engage in the slave
trade 5 bt theuzh it may be a cause of suspicion, it has never preved
sufficizrt o couviction or condemnation. In addition to this she is
requice] to toke on boerd, at some quiet spot, a large number of water
cagks, to be filled vnon the coast of Africa, for the purpose of supplying
the necaces on the hoieward passage.  These water casks ave generally
held to b, in connection with the cooking arrangements, sufficient to
condomn tha vessel upon 2 charge of intent to engage in the slave-trade,
and they are, therefore, always taken on board immediately Lefore de-
patture frem port, o perhaps the vessel touches at some small outport
in the vicinity, and takes them on board after she has cleared and sailed
from the Lavbor o' New York,  Some of them have touched at Green-
puint, on the western shore of Long Island, and receive their water
cuiks there, while othors Liave received them during their passage
throuah the 5 am, othars again toucking for that purpose at the mouth
of the Cunnceticut river, or some of the little ports along the Sound,
and not a fow return to the port for them, having an excuse prepared
in anticipation.  The vessel is provided with her regular papers for
clearar.ce, and having received her casks, continues at once upon her



52 THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE.

voyage; so it will be seen that the suspicious circumstances connected
with her do not congregate around her till all her papers have been
issued by the customn-house, and she is almost beyond the jurisdiction
of the courts. The consequence is that not one out of twenty of the
vessels fitted out in the United States for the coast of Africa, can be
brought within the power of the law. Having cleared the coast, they
pursue their voyage to Africa, counting upon the protection of the
American flag to secure them from search by British cruisers, and
having escaped detection by them, they are run into some of the
numerous river arms that characterize the African coast. Here they
are enabled to load twenty, thirty, and even as far as forty miles from
the shore, and secure a favorable opportunity for departure, of which
they are informed by their lookouts, and which they gencrally effect
immediately after the sailing of the cruiser in her visit along the shore.
The run to Cuba is made, as we have already stated, without paper
of any kind, the American commander and crew having been left upon
the coast of Africa, from whence they find their way home through
Sierra Leone or Monrovia. On arriving at Cuba the negroes are landed
upon some unfrequented spot, and generally with the knowledge of the
officers of the Government, who are in the confidence of the dealers,
They are then immediately carried into the interior and distributed
among the plantations, so that the large number of new negroes may
not attract public atteution., The vessel is burned, or sometimes sent
to an American port to get papers, or they may have succeeded in
getting papers for her in a Spanish port: after which she is sent in
allast to the United States, or in some instances to a port in Germany.
During the voyage all evidence of the traflic in which she has been
concerned is destroyed ; and if she succeeds in entering an Ainerican
port, she may be again fitted out and make another voyage. But the
greater part of the vessels now used in these voyages are destroyed or
abandoned by their owners; aud this is the reason of their seeking in
the purchase of the vessel to obtain one that has been sometime in use.
The operation of getting up a slave voyage is a simple business
transaction., The plan is arranged in Cuba, the point uf landing select-
ed, the officers of the Government brought into the Lu-iness, unless,
indeed, they are well known to be favorable to the trade, so that their
confidence can be counted upon, and a sum of money suflicient for the
urchase of the vessel is remitted to New York or to scime other place
1n this country, with an order to a broker or commission merchant to
urchase a suitable one, and send her out under the arrangements we
Eave described to the coast of Africa. As this t.:ude lies under a
stigma in this country, those men who are engaged iu the outfitting of
slavers make large sums of money by their exactions. It is not unusual

for them to charge ten thousand dollars for a vessel which they have
bought for six, aud the various articles which constiinde tie outfit are

sold to the Cuban slave trader in the same proportici, winle, according
to circumstances, there are numerous other climgex fur Lush-money
given to custoin-house officers, District Attorueys, United States Mar-

shals, and many other of the sharpers that are supj.sed tv hung around
cur ports ou the look out for such * fat jobs.”
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Having made his arrangements to procure a vessel in the United
States, the Cuban slave-trader makes a remittance to England, and
sends orders for shipment to the coast of Africa of the goods necessa-
Iy to carry on the barter with the traders there. For this reason the
outfit of the vessel contains nothing but the food and water for the
return voyage of the negroes, and a little lumber for the purpose of
making a slave deck. The purchase of the negroes is effected with
goods that are placed upon the coast in a different way, Cargoes are
eent out from England to the slave factors, and they also obtain a por-
tion of their supply of cotton goods and shackles from the British
traders at Sierra Leone. When the great establishment of Don Pedro
Blanco, one of the most noted and successful of the African slave-traders,
was in existence at Gallinas river, a short distance south of Sierra
Leone, it was even asserted among the slave-traders of Cuba that cargoes
of his negroes which had been captured and carried into Sierra Leone,
and therc condemned by the British Courts, were resold to him at his
factory, to which they were brought by land by native traders, and
again reshipped within the period of one mounth of their first capture.
These negroes were known to him from the fact that they *bore his
brand—a capital “ B,” the initial of his own name—immediately un-
der the left nipple of the breast. This brand was made by a small
punch of iron, which was heated and applied to the skin till it raised
a blister, which in a couple of days would heal, leaving the initial let-
ter inglelibly marked upon the flesh.

WaeRE THE SLAVE FLEET 18 FITTED 0UT.— Vessels for the African
slave trade have been fitted out at Baltimore, New York, Bristol, R. I,
Boston, and Portland, Maine; but New York is the favorite point, be-
cause it is so much easier in the oggwd and rush and whirl of business
here to carry on the operatious silently. Auother reason is to be found
in the fact that the people of New York have not the same spirit of
inquiry as to the business of their neighbors, that distinguishes the in-
habitants of smaller cities, like those of Boston and Philadelphia. In
regard to the persons engaged in the outfitting of those vessels here,
they are generally men of low standing in our community, desperate
adventurers in the whirl of commercial life. Not unfrequently the
Cuban slave trader, being forced to confide in this class of people,
loces the whole investment. Sometimes this is effected by selling the
vessel at a different point on the coast of Africa from that to which
she was ordered by the slave dealer, and where she is sold to other
parties, the captain taking the proceeds and coming here in the same
way as if he had delivered his ship to those for whom it was intended.
No recovery can be obtained from these men, as the law does not obli-
gate the execution of an illegal contract, and as his contract to deliver
the vessel for a slaver on the coast of Africa is not a legal one in the
eye of the law, the slave trader has no remedy.

This is the only risk that the Cuban slave trader is exposed to from
the duplicity of agents; for it sometimes happens that the captain to
whom he has entrusted the cargo for delivery in Cuba, where he is
anxiously waiting to receive it, carries it into Porto Rico, or some
other part of the island of Cuba than that to which it was destined,
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and there sells it on his own account. In this case there is no legal
recovery either. Yet notwithstanding the immunity which rascality
seoms to have in this trade, we must confess that, so fir as we have
been able to ascertain, instances of rascality on the part of men to
whom these affairs are entrusted are exceedingly rare, aud indeed more
rare than in the ordinary transactions of honest business—a fact we can
only account for on the supposition that there is houecr nmong thieves.

It is very seldom that a slaver is fitted out in New Orleans, or any
of the gulf ports, as they do not afford the facilitics which are to be
obtained in New- York, nor are persons to be found theve so readily
disposed and able to carry out the arrangements ncecssary to secure
the successful departure of the vessel. It isin New Yoik, as we have
already stated, that the greater part of the slave fleet is fitted out, and
a large portion of theé capital is furnished by some of her wealthiest
citizens—men who have acquired their fortunes in this trade. The
credit which the Cuban slave-trader enjoys in our maiket is probably
as high as that of any other class of merchants, not even excepting the
Rothschilds. They find no difficulty in obtaining advances to the
largest amount here upon the secuyities they offer, aud many of our
honest psalm-singing merchants take advantage of the odium which at-
taches to the business, to charge an extra per centage for their services.

THE MIXED COMMISSION AND ITS OPERATION.—The statistics in re-
lation to the slave-trade upon which the information of the wewd on
this subject is based, are obtained from the returns of the several mixed
British commissions of Brazil, Cuba, and Sierra Leone to the govern-
ment of Great Buitain. The reports of these comnissions are based on
their returns of the arrival of each cargo, and its presentation in market.
These returns are purchased by theitf from brokers engaged in' the sale
of negroes, wlo for a small gratuity, are willing to report to the English
commissioners the arrival of every cargo in the market. In almost
every instance, in Cuba, the commissioners make these reports the
basis of & communication to the authorities, and demand the action of
the legal courts for the seizure of the slaves; but the legal couits get
out of the difficulty by making a short delay in the issue of the order,
taking care, in the meantime, to advise the slave-dealer that it is to be
issued. The place denounced by the English commissioners as being
the deposit of the slaves is consequently prepared for the search,  We
have been told of a case of this kind that occurred several years avo at
Havana, where a cargo of seven hundred negroes had been laided from
the brig Venus and brought to within three leagues of the city for sale.
The Buitish commissioncer reported the smme to the Captain General,
and demauded their seizure.  The proper order wus issucd, and as the
place denounced was in the vicinity of Iuvana, the English commis-
sioner accompanied the Spanish ofticers to see that they perforied their
duty ; but when they arrived at the barracoons, or slave harracks, they
were found empty and freshly whitewnshed, and the slaves were no-
where to be seen. The English conunissioner was not silowed to
inquire into the cause of their disappearauce, or to extend lis scarch
into the woods around, as the order of the court was only for the
seizure of negroes that might be found in the barracoons j and although
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the negroes were hidden in the woods within half a mile, they not only
escaped scizure, but were sold in the markets. When the case was
made known it was made the subject of severe recrimination on the
part of the Captain-Geueral towards the Dritish commissioners, for
baring, without justifiable cause, induced him to issue orders in a case
where there was nothing to warrant such a course. In subsequent de-
nunciations this case was referred to, and the commissioners was
satirically asked whether it was not another Venus affair.

ArricaNy StAaves AND AFRrICAN SLAvErv.—The tribes of negroes
which furnish slaves for the markets are not as a general thing known,
nor are they to be found in the works of geographers or travelers. One
of the best and most numerous of these tribes is the Mandingo, whose
habitat is placed on the western coast of Africa, iuland from Monrovia.
They are generally considered as making the best slaves for all purposes.
The Congoes, who are brought from districts south of the Equator,
and about the mouth of the river Cungo, are highly valued as agricul-
turists. The Carabali tribe give a class of negroes of the most active
mind, to whom servitude is perhaps more intolerable than to any other
tribe of negroes, and who are admirably fitted for small traders and

ddlers. Those of this tribe that are brought to Cuba, are generally
g}und in cities and towns, where they hire themselves from their mas-
ters and trade on their own account. The greater part of the water
sellers of llavana are also taken from the Carabalis. There are also
the Ganga, the Arara, and others whose names we don’t find in any
work upon Africa. These all come from the western coast of that
continent ; but they have been importing negroes from Mozambique,
which has become within a late period the principal scene of the Cuban
slave-trade, as the extension of colonization upon the western coast and
the activity of the Dritish cruisers have increased the dangers of de-
parture from Africa. The comparatively small number of slaves that
are brought from Africa to market has very little effect on the domestic
markets there, The number that is supplied to the caravaus carrying
on the domestic trade in every direction across the African continent,
far exceed those exported from the coast. In fact, a large majority of
the native population of Africa—perhaps three-fourths—are held 1n a
state of slavery of the worst description, by members of their own
race. The prisoners taken in war are held as slaves, and the experience
of slave-traders proves that husbands will sell their wives for rum, pow-
der, and such other articles 6f commerce as are most in demnand among
them. Incursions are also frequently made by one tribe into the ter-
ritories of another for the capture of negroes to be sold as slaves; and
there are instances on record of the unfortunate captives having been de-
liberately slaughtered when their captors found th supply in the mar-
ket exceeded the demand. In fact, human nature iu Atrica appears to
Liave sunk to the lowest depths of moral and physical degradation, and
the history of that continent does not tell us when the negro race was
ever in any other condition. The most revolting and horrid crimes
are common amoug them, and cannibalisin appears to be the practice
among nearly all the tribes, We are told that in Africa “a man is the
standard of prices—a slave is a note of hand that may be discounted
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or pawned ; he is a bill of exchange that carries himself to his desti-
nation and pays his debt bodily—he is a tax that walks corporeally
into the chieftain’s treasury.”

The result of our inquiries among people acquainted with this trade
leads us to believe that the knowledge of the interior of Africa is in &
much higher and more advanced state among the Portuguese and Span-
ish slaveholders than any one has ever before supposed ; and that were
the geographical societies and learned bodies of Europe and America,’
who are fitting out missionaries and explorers at such expense and labor,
to direct inquiries among the slave-traders of Portugal, Brazil, and
Cuba, they would obtain much more correct information in regard to
life in Africa, the geographical character of that continent, its products,
methods of communication, and all that are deemed the vital statistics
of a country. As an exemplification of this fact, we can point to a
work recently published in this country, purporting to be the adven-
tures of a slave-trader; and the descriptions which he gives of scenery,
manners, customs, and trade of the African nations, ar surpass any-
thing that has ever been given biy all the missionaries who have written
upon the subject. The reason for this is, those men come into direct
and friendly contact with the negroes—they are considered their friends,
and the only men whose trade is profitable, from the simple fact that
they trade in the only currency which is a legal tender throughout the
whole African continent—that is slaves, For these they exchange
powder, arms, tools, rum, and finery of all kinds that are desirable to
the negro, while the missionary or the discoverer, who comes merely
with a few moral truths, is looked upon as an enemy by the negro,
because he tells him that the slave-trade, which is the only one in
which he finds custom and profit, is wrong in the eyes of his deity.

The better to escape the cruisers along the slave coast, the traders
have come to the conclusion to employ propellers in the work of trans-
portations. Only a few days ago it ap]pem's a contract was made for
one at this port, to be employed on the *Black Bird Line,” as it is
facetiously called by those engaged in the traffic. If this is not a fact,
we should like to know what was all that conversation about between
some three or four persons last week, in South street, near Peck slip.
‘What do the parties want with a propeller on the coast of Africa?

DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTHERN RESOURCES.

A coalfield is said to have been lately discovered near
the Ouachita river in Louisiana, which promises most favor-
able returns. Another is mentioned near the Big Black on
the dividing line between Clairborne and Hinds counties, Mis-
sissippi, about eighteen miles east of Vicksburg, and in the
vicinity of the New Orleans and Jackson railroad. Says the
New Orleans Delta:

“Coal is but a part of the mineral and other treasures dis-
covered on these lands. The stratumn of coal, which is about
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tour feet thick, is said to be interspersed with rich veins of
iron ore, and both these articles were discovered in digging a
well which contains the finest chalybeate water. On the same
ridge of land in which these discoveries are made, Cooper’s
Well and Mississippi Springs are situated. It extends through
Clairborne, IIinds, and Madison countics, and has been long
known to be rich in iron ore as well as other minerals.

“Thus we sce that geography and geology both combine to
furnish an abundance of the most needful elements of com-
merce, manufacture, and internal improvements, almost at our
doors. Nothing but intelligent enterprise is wanting to bring
to a brilliant completion what nature has so lavishly begun.’

The*Picayune adverts to the receipt of nearly a hundred
barrels of the Ouachita coal at New Orleans, which was at once
submitted to the severest tests for every description of use, in
furnaces, grates, stoves, or steamers, etc., with entire satisfac-
tion.

From a pamphlet which has been laid on our table, by
Henry Colton Morris, Esq., as well as from facts within our
own knowledge, we are assured that recent discoveries of coal
on the Upper Ouachita, by Mr. Morris and others, will prove
an invaluable blessing to New Orleans and all portions of the
Lower Mississippi. %n extent, the Ouachita coal embraces
hundreds of square miles with an average thickness of vein of
from five to seven feet. The coal is of the “brown” or *lig-
nite variety, and similar to the celebrated Torbain Hill coal of
Scotland, which, being too valuable for fuel, has for several
years past been exclusively used in the manufacture of gas
and illuminating and lubricating oils. On the English and
French railroads, the oil made from this coal is now used in
preference to the best descriptions of sperm oil.

Professor Riddell, who analyzed the Ouachita coal, has de-
clared that, “it cannot fail, so far as quality is concerned, to
give entire satisfaction as a fuel for domestic uses. It is also
well adapted for the production of steam in stationary engines
aud on rivers steamboats.” ¢ The Professor also states that their
is but a shade of difference between it and the Torbain Hill coal.
This opinion is fully confirmed by Mr. Glover, of Pennsylvania,
both the Torbain Ilill and the Ouachita mines, the former with
a view of ascertaining all that could be learned concerning the
manufacture of mineral oil, and the latter for the purpose of
ascertaining the practicability of working the mines with ad-
vantage in order to mﬁpply the New Orleans market.

A rope factory at New Orleans is also the subject of com-
ment in the same paper. The situation of the fgtctory is on
on the river bank, within the limits of the city of Jeffersony
and the liberal view entertained towards the enterprise by the
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Common Council of that city, is in striking contrast with those
held by the city fathers of a niore pretentious corporation
that we could name were we so inclined.

The machinery for the new factory is of the most approved
description. It1smade under Tyler’s new patent, which almost
entirely does away with hand labor in the fabrication of rope
and twine, and while the capacity of the machincry is immense,
it does its work far better tixan manual labor has ever yet pre-
tended to do.

The buildings—which have been erected by Mr. George
Purves—will be completed and handed over to the company
during the present week. They consist of a main bui}(ling
for the factory, 100 fcet in length by 40 in width, three stories
high, with a boiler house at one end, 20 by 40 feet! a warehouse
entirely detached from the main building, 75 feet Ly 30, and
other appropriate out housecs. The warchouse and tactory are
fire-proof, with iron shutters, and are built in the most substan-
tial manner. No fire is to be allowed in cither building, the
fire in the boiler-room having no communication wiih the
factory, as the two are separated by a solid party wall. Con-
nceted with the engine, tflerc is to be a complete set of fire
extinguishing apparatus, which in a minute can be brought to
bear on any 1portlon of the factory.

The propelling agent is one of Tyler’s truss-frame suspen-
gion wheel engines, of seventy horsepower, which is 8 marvel
of neatness—and indeed, the whole of the machinery is said
to be superior to any thing this side of Mason and Dixon’s line.
Baling rope, cotton cordage, and twine, are expected to be
the principal products of this manufactory—all home produc-
tions, for the supply of a home demand.

THE WEALTH, RESOURCES, AND HOPES OF VIRGINIA.

FRENCH STEAMSHIP LINE—HOW VIRGINIA WAS SETTLED—WHY SOUTH-
ERN OOMMERCE HAS GONE TO THE NORMH—POI'ULATION OF VIRGINIA—
HER INTERNAL IMI'ROVEMENTS-—IER REAL AND PERSONAL ESTATE,
AND GENERAL WEALTH AND PROSPERITY~—HOW SHE CAN FULFIL HER
DESTINY.

M. Lacouture’s letter to Governor Wise, of Virginia, was referred to br us in
a late nuniber of the Review. This gentleman has earnestly employed himself
in arranging a line of steamships from the waters of James river to ome port in
France, acting in behalf of the Franco-Ameriean Trans-Atlantic navigation com-
pany, which lins a capital of 18,000,000 francs, owns cight serew steamers of
2,000 to 2,500 tons each, and is building two others of 3,600 tons each. It
has established already lines to Rio Janeiro, New York, and New Orleans, and is
disposed to openimmediately a navigation line with Norfolk or any other point
bordering on the Chesapeake, by uniting itself with a Virginia company that
will furcish oue-half of the necessary material
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If the Commonwealth of Virginia will consent to pay the sum of twenty-five
thousand dollars per voyage, the Franco-American company will engage to
establish a monthly service, commencing on the first of September next, between
Norfolk and Havre or Nantes. .

To the letter, and to these proposals, Gov. Wise has made a reply in behalf
of Virginia, which is one of the ablest, most patriotie, and trulg interesting
papers that has ever emanated from his pen. It admirably unfolds the causes
that have retarded the advance of Virginia, as well as of the other Southern
States—exhibits her resources and increasing wealth, and points to the means of
future commercial opulence. We insert almost the entire letter in our pages,
believing that it will be a service to the South at large.

The economical condition of the State of Virginia, and the
causes which have influenced or affected its results, need to be
explained and understood. It is not wonderful that they are
so misunderstood abroad, whilst they are so little apprchended
at home, and that strangers should err about our interest,
whilst our own people have neglected to generalize the facts
of our history, and our neighbors in the sister States of the
Confederagy have not failed to make a profit ont of the
anomalies of our modes of life, and at the same time to mis-
represent our industrial character.

n the first place, I call your attention to the fact that our
Jirst settlers were all planters, and the earliest interest of our
people was a plantation interest. This was something more
characteristic than an agricultural interest simply. It was an
occupation of land in very large extent, by liberal proprietors,
who cultivated staple crops of tobacco, grain, and cotton, by
slave operatives, whom they were encouraged by Great Britain
to import from Africa, during the whole time of our colonial
existence. This in itself was opposed to the concentration of
capital and population neccssary to generate trade and com-
merce.

At the same time, the mother country discouraged the
navigation and commercial interest of all the colonies, and
monopolized the carrying trade alinost entirely to herself.

Again: Looking at the map of Virginia, you see the whole
Atlantic low-lands watered by the l?otomac, the Rappahan-
nock, the Piankatank, the ravers of Mobjack bay, the York,
the James, and the Roanoke, streams rising in the great
Appalachian chain of mountains, and running a few imiles
onq v apart from each other in parallel lincs, from west to east,
and all of them, except the last, emptying into the grand
reservoir of the Chesapeake bay, which entirely cuts off the
main eastern peninsula. Thus all the eastern and first settled
part of the territory was found naturally divided into no less
than seven distinct peninsulas, separated from cach other by
cight considerable bodies of navigable waters. Up all these
waters the tonnage of Great Dritain came and found facilitics
of shipment cvery where, deep water, wharfage, and accessi-
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bility to navigation up to the very steps of the Blue Ridge of
the Alleghanies.

This also tended to diffuse population and capital, and pre-
vented the concentration of either at any one point to form a
city for purposes of commerce. Every plantation found a
landing at its own fields or near in its neighborhood, and but
a ship load had to be collected at any one locality, such was
the convenience to and from market of the earliest settlements
in Eastern Virginia.

Again: When population moved westward, it crossed the
Blue Ridge mountains into a rich and beautiful valley running
north and south, which has no natural outlet but at its north-
ern terminus in our limits, and it had tp pour its products out
of olir marts into those of the adjoining State of Maryland, at
the head of the Chesapeake bay. And when it crossed the
next and parallel ridge of the Alleghanies, it settled upon
rivers flowing westward into the great basin of the Mississippi,
and had to send its products by the Monongahela and the
Guyandotte and the two Kanawhas and the Sandy, to float on
the Ohio, to build up Pittsburg and Cincinnati and New
Orleans, cities of Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Louisiana.

Thus, by every geographical and geological-cause were our
people segregated into separate communities, and divided from
each other and all mutual commercial dependency. Thus, at
the beginning, from the character of their settlers and interests,
and of their operatives in labor, from the nature of their various
territory, from both physical convenience and necessity, the
habitudes of our people were formed anti-commercial. They
grew up a planting and purely pastoral people, segregated and
1solated in a way utterly opposed to the concentration of popu-
lation and capital, to the building of cities and of ships, and
to the encouragement of the mechanic arts, all depending
upon commerce.

Again: Desides these causes, a great oceanic cause com-
pelled the concentration of commerce at New York, as long
as sails have been the motors by sea. The icebergs of the
Arctic and the Trade winds of the Tropics and the Gulf stream,
have made currents of water and of air so defined in their
course and limits, that whether a ship sail from Florida cape or
Barnagat, from Chesapeake bay or Newfoundland banks, she
has to take the same ofting and pursue the same track over the
seas, to make the quickest trip to Liverpool or Havre. If she
veers a fraction of a degree too far north, she is in mists and
storms and floating ice ; if too far south, she is in baffling cur-
rents of air and water to delay and endanger her passage. The

reat turnpike over the atlantic is about a degrce and a half
in breadth, with New York at the western and Liverpool at
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the eastern end of the way. The laws of insurance and of
time in trade, then, made New York the importing and ex-
porting point of the Atlantic front of the American continent,
until steam has interposed to defy baffling airs and currents.
A steamship can now lay straight across, south of the old sail-
ing line, in latitndes comparatively much safer, from Norfolk
better than from New York. But I am speaking of the past;
and in the past there was no competition from this cause, alone,
with New York. No fact can getter illustrate this than the
rivalry of Philadelphia with New York, for commercial
supremacy. She had more capital than New York, higher
commercial character, was the centre for many years of the
financial means of Government, and lacked neither ambition
nor enterprise to contend foir the mastery, but she was obliged
to yield. Her ships would get to the capes of Delaware,
whilst the competing New Yorker, beaten perhaps on the way,
turned in direct to port, and had out her shipping lists whilst
the Philadelphia ship was slowly beating up a swan neck
channel. The two day’s delay determined the struggle.
Philadelphia had to withdraw from the contest, became a
distributing point for New Y ork importations, and sagaciously
turned her capital to manufacturing. And yet she has not
gone behind hand, nor have we, by not struggling against natu-
ral and uncontrolable causes. She has ceased comparatively
to import, dut she has gained and not lost thereby, and thus
Jar so have we. In this we have done wisely and well, and
this I will try to show.

By the operation of these causes we have begun and kept
ourselves an agricultural people, producers of the raw mate-
rial, relying on manual labor in p‘anting and grazing, and as
yet left commerce, and mining, and manufacturing, and the
mechanic arts to the concentrated population and capital and
gkill of other people. And therchy we have lost nothing, the
world has gained a great deal, and we have fulfilled a mighty
destiny in the moral and political field, greater than the
achievements of trade and arts in the physics of other States.
We have no cities, but we have a me{iomted country popu-
lace, civilized in the solitude, gracious in the amenities of life,
and refined and conservative 1n social habits. We have little
associated but more individual wealth than any equal num-
ber of white population in the United States. We have no
mechanic arts, but are better able, cn masse, to own their
ntensils than the people are who manufacture them. Our la-
bor in the past has been and at present is better employed than
to manufacture them ourselves. We have no commerce, that
i3, we are not our own carriers, but we supply the very (Pabu-
lum of commerce, which would not be so largely and well



62 THE WEALTH, RESOURCES, AND HOPES OF VIRGINIA.

supplied if we were to turn traders. We are wanting in a
body of laboring white yeomanry, but our operatives are
slaves, an inferior race, wha are blessed by a patriarchal gov-
ernment of benign domestic rule which supervises every want
and provides for it; and this affords a class of masters who
have leisure for the cultivation of morals, manners, philoso-
phy, and politics, which has given the nation its heroes and
sages, and its blessings of free government, and its wisdom of
administration in the ficld and in the cabinet.

We have not as many people by the census as commerce
and manufactures would account for; but we have kept at
home more than & million and a half on 60,000 square miles,
and sent more -than any other old State to scttle the western
empire of States, at a time when national development called
for the policy of dispersion of population from the old to the
new States. Immigration from Europe supplied the demand
of the manufacturing States, but the causes enumerated were
required to scttle Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Texas.
And besides these planting States, Virginia has contributed
to fill up Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Jowa, Wisconsin,
and now California, Kansas and Nebraska. She has emigrants
and their descendants in these States and territories, equal to
the number she has retained at home. And this has given her
a moral influence equal to if not exceeding the power of rail-
roads, canals, and denser population. 1f she has not con-
structed the former and increased the latter, she has built up
empires of free States to acknowledge her maternity, to sustain
her polity, and to feel her sympathies and ties of political af-
finity. She has produced the population which has gone forth
from her womb, and they have fructified and multiplied so as
to strengthen her stakes in the Confederacy of States. If she
has not commerce as yet, she has Turs, and this is not going
behind commerce, and she has done her part for commerce too,
for she has furnished to New York her full proportion of raw
material to make up the andit of a great American mart, be-
sides a direct trade of $35,495,367 of exports, and §692,395 of
imports per annum. In all aspects then, she has not gone
backwards, nor stood still in the race of empire; and this is
proved by the moral force she now wields in the nation, with
thirteen federal representatives only, as compared with Ohio,
Pennsylvania, or New York, each having nearly donble her
number in Congress. If she does not wield stocks on exchange,
she docs have the power of a first rate State in the cabinet of
Government, and in the conservation of society.

And during all this time, from first to last, she has not, as
has been supposed, neglected her physical improvements.
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Her undertakings of grand works were among the very earli-
est, and she give birth to the first conceptions of the greatest
enterprises which have since been executed and realized by ap-
plied science in our country.

By turning yout eye to ¢ A New Chapter in the Early Life
of Washington, in connection with the Narrative History of
the Potomac Co;pan , by John Pickell,” published by D.
Appleton & Co., New §'or , 1856, you will see that it was the
Virginia mind which anticipated every idea of De Witt Clin-
ton; that it was the forecast of Washington which opened up
to view the most extensive connections of North America,
reaching indeed across the continent in space to California,
and down the tide of time to the very ideas of improvements
of this present day and hour. And under the influence of
Washinliton, the State and private contributors expended near-
ly a million on the Potomac river in commencement of the
policy of that development of internal trade which is now ex-
citing universal wonder. It is a greater wonder still that an
mind should so early have comprehended the pian and practi-
cability of a policy so astounding; and though the first effort
was a failure for want at the time of trained civil engineers,
yet the conception was there then, if not the art of manipula-
tion, and the spirit of enterprise and development was sent
forth from the Virginia oracle at Mount Vernon. That spirit
has not ceased to brood over our territory and our destiny.
After projecting the great Chesapeake and Ohio canal, result-
ing from the Potomac company, Virginia organized and put
into progress the great James River and Kanawha Company,
and has executed 200 miles of its canal at an expense of nine
millions. Also the Dismal swamp canal, 23 miles, at a cost of
$1,112,000. And her railroads are numerous and extensive.
Norfolk has penetrated North Carolina by eighty miles, cost-
ing one and a half million, and has another road to Peters-
burg of eighty miles, at a probable cost of one and a half

ion. Petersburg has connected herself with North Caro-
lina’s great Sodthern route, by sixty-three miles, at a cost of
one million; and with Richmond, by twenty-two miles, at a
cost of $1,150,000; and with Lynchburg, by the South Side
road, of 123 miles, at a cost of $1,975,000. Richmond has
penetrated the Roanoke valley to Danville, 143 imiles, at a
cost of four millions; has reached the Tennecssce line by the
Southwestern road, 204 miles, at a cost of five and a halt mil-
lions; has touched the Potomnac by her Fredericksburg road,
76 miles, at a cost of one and ghrec-guarter million ; has nearly
completed her Central road, by 180 miles, at ascost of four
and a quarter millions; has her York river road in progress,
38 miles, at a probable cost of one million; and has 34 miles
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of road in operation to her coal mines, at a cost of something
less than a million. Alexandria has her Orange road com-
plete to Gordonsville, 88 miles, at a cost of two and three-
iuarter millions ; and crossing the Central, is reached south to

ynchburg, 80 miles, at a probable cost of $1,200,000; and
has her Manassa road penetrating the valley to Harrisonburg,
139 miles, at a cost of three and a half millions. Wheeling
has her part of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad complete be-
tween the Ohio and the Patapsco, 382 miles in all, at a cost
of 23 millions; and Parkersburg has her branch of the same
complete to the forks of the Potomac, 103 miles, at a cost of
four and a half millions. These, besides innumerable smaller
railroads, and turnpikes, and improvements of navigable
streams, costing the State, other than individuals, in the ag-
gregate about $6,703,000, are, in addition to the great wor
now in progress on State account, the Blue Ridge and the
Covington and Ohio roads, 247 miles, at a probable cost of
$16,000,000.

Thus, you see what a variety and extent of works Virginia
has begun and is going on with, and what an amount she has
already expended upon the enterprises of the greatest magni-
tude, ‘notwithstanding that she is so reproached with being
laggard in the exertion to develop her resources—making in
the aggregate 223 miles of canal, and 1,820 miles of railroad,
at a grand total expenditure of near 70 millions of dollars.

The causes of delay in beginning and completing her works,
were obstructions of an extraordinary character, not hindering
any other State, new or old. Hersocial and territorial conform-
ation not only segregated her communities, but detached her
plans of public improvement into separate and independent
and competing schemes ; they wanted unity, entirety, and con-
centration,

Again: Cast your eye upon the map of her mountain ranges,
and you see that from the point where she first tonches the
steps of the Blue Ridge with her great canal or her roads, to
the point Trans-Alleghany, where she can connect them with
the Ohio waters, she must pass over or through a back-bone
of from one to two hundred miles of mountains running in

arallel ridges, northeast and southwest across her entire limits.
}i‘unncl after tunnel, at short intervals, arrests her progress, and
makes each work one of patient labor and of time. She has
to overcome a summit level of nearly 2,000 feet, for a hreadth
from cast to west, which no other people on the continent, no
more than Virginiang, have as yet overcome. Another obstrue-
tion of improvement has been a very defective system of land
laws, preventing dense settlement of population by the con-
fusion of titles which involved the western people in litigation,
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and drove them from our locations to other States, settled under
the land ordinance of the United States, by regular surveys, en-
tries, and registries. 'We have had no land system; our warrants
of location were left to private selection ; the State has issued
patents without proper tests of titles; and thus surveys, en-
tries, and titles, have become confused and uncertain, rand
litigation has depopulated the very western territory which
most necded settlers to develop our newer, larger, richer re-
gions of the Commonwealth. This cause, I trust, will be re-
moved for the future by our next General Assembly.

Another obstruction in the past, up to 1851, was the anoma-
lous condition in which our divided territory had placed our
popular representation in the legislature. The mountaing
divided our people into three sections, with apparent diversity
and opposition of interests. The eastern slope, with every
facility to market, had the power of representation; the new,
rugged, western mountaing and valleys, without access to
market, except on the hoofs of fat cattle, had the majority of
ﬁpulation, and felt the necessity of taxation for development.

ws the power of the State was divided against the necessity
of the Stute. The necessity was on one side of the mountain
and the representation on the other. The struggle to equalize
the representation according to the number of citizens dénd
voters, engendered strife and sectional antagonism. The east
then felt the necessity to be taxed for roads and canals, and
bad the majority of representatives to withhold appropriations
to public works ; the west was obliged to get to market, and
demanded representation according to the number of sovereign
voters, in order to exert the legislative power of taxation to

develop the transmontane section, to connect the east and the
west, to give homogencity of interest to the State, and to begin
the work of improvement and progress. The cast with equal
sagacity and generosity yielded the contest, and equalized rep-
resentation, sccing that the west was its back country of produc-
tion, and its ouly resource of commerce, and that it (the east)
would benefit cven wmore in trade than the west in agriculture,
it wisely consented to the great problem of uniting the power
to the necessity of the State,and thus gave a new impetus to in-
ternal development. At first this impulse was too strong, and
over-acted. Appropriations to the amount of some twelve
millions in 1851, 1852, 1853, raised the amount of public debt
rather rapidly, and there was a reaction on our credit. DBut
the checks and balances were provided in the new constitution
of 1851, to restrain the extravagance of appropriations, and to

nard the sacredness of public credit. By the 27th section, no
gzzbt can be created without a majority ot the members of each
house of the General Assembly. By tle 28th section, the Gene-

5
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ral Assembly cannot pledge the faith of the State or bind it in
any form, for the debts or obligations of any company or corpo-
ration. By the 20th section, a sinking fund is imparativel
provided for the old debt, and no new debt can in future
encurred without in like manner providing the means to re-
deem it in 34 years; and the General Assembly is prohibited
Jrom appropriating the sinking fund, except in time of war,
insurrcction, or invasion. By section 30th, provision 18 made
Jor sale of State stocks for increase of sinking fund. And by
section 31st, the General Assembly 18 restrained from contract-
sng loans or causing to be issued certificates of debt or bonds
32: the State, irredeemable for a period greater than 34 years.
us you sce that municipal legislation is gnarded by the

organic law, and public credit fortified and guarantced by the
constitution, insteads of being left to repealable statutes. So
jealous has Virginia been of her honor as a debtor, that no

ev. Sidney Smith of England could ever make her blush for
any sin of repudiation in all her history !

n aid of this removal of obstructions to progress, and of
this consolidation of public credit, other causes of prosperity
have arisen and co-operated. Whilst the Statc’s tonnage in
Joreign trade has not materially increased, the vessels of our
coast and licensed tonnage have been greatly magnified in
capacity and speed and re ularit.%of voyage. ¢ The steamers
now plying between Norfolk and Richmond, in Virginia, and
New York and Philadelphia and Baltiinore, the points of ex-
port and import, are of a class quite equal to the ocean class
of steamers a few years ago.q An increased licensed and coast
trade have gradua{ly demanded these, and these in turn have
increased that trade and enriched our rivers by their drippings
of trade in transitu.

Again: The increase of our population and of the compara:
tive activity of trade in the eastern portion of the State, has
changed the large plantation system of culture into a smaller
horticultural and arboricultural farming, and the immense
fields once scourged by tobacco are brought under a rotation
of cereal and garden products, or made green again by manures
and grazing.

And above all the agrichltural causes, the concentrated
manures, guano, and the chemical preparations, have come in
to fructify our ficlds and make them smile as gardens. At
least two millions of acres have been thus improved at the rate
of $4 50 cents per acre, making a dgross annual increase of
products of at least ten millions of dollars, at a cost of three
and a half millions, leaving a net annual gain to the State of
about six and a half millions dollars per annum from this cause
alone. This, more than the demand for cotton, and more than
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the increase of the precious metals, has added to the price of
labor and the value of our slaves and lands.

. The effect of the public works already completed, and of
those other causes, has been in the last five years to increase
the value of the real estate more than 100 millions of dollars,
to double the value of about 500,000 slaves, and to largely in-
crease the amount of taxable personal property, now exceeding
200 millions. By actual assessment, just reported for revenue

purposes—
The real estate is in round numbers. .. $378,000,000

The slaves............ccvvieennn.. 237,000,000
The personalty.................... 167,000,000
Grand total of State wealth........ ' 782,000,000

But the personalty is greatly under-valued and the aggre-
gate wcalth of the State may be safely estimated as exceeding
800 millions. In 1850 the maximum estimate was 600 millions,
showing an increase in half a decade of 200 millions. Besides
this permanent value, already acquired, the State has nearly
16 millions of acres of unimgroved land yet to be developed
and appreciated, and has besides an annual product of 75,000
hogsheads of tobacco; 15 millions bushels of wheat; 500,000
bushels of rye; 40 millions bushels of corn; 12§ millions
bushels.of oats ; 4 millions pounds of wool ; half million bush-
els of peas and beans; 13 million bushels of Irish, and 2}
millions bushels of sweet potatoes; 250,000 bushels of barley
and buck-wheat; 12 millions pounds of butter; half million
pounds of clieese ; half million tons of hay ; one million pounds
of flax, besides 50 tons of hemp ; 1% million pounds of sugar—
besides her other innumerable agricultural products, and the
products of her mines of iron, cop(rér, coal, salt, gypsum, lime,
and the products of her forcst and her fisheries. And she has
a pecaliar source of wealth in her extensive region of mineral
waters, her hygeia alone bringing in a million and a half at
least of income in cash per annum.

And, sir, be not startled when I assure you that all this is
emall—is nothing—when compared with the development—
the gush of confluent production of which we are on the eve.
Our progress thus far gas been slow, gradual, aye, on a hard,
ascending grade, but we have reached a summit level. 'When
Virginia shall have completed her leading State linc to the
Ohio river, from Covington to the mouths of the Kanawha
and the Sandy rivers, and connected her communication with
the great net-work of roads and canals in the whole north-.
west—when she shall have carried her James river and Kana-
wha canal acrugs the Alleghanies, and joined the waters of the
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Chesapeake to those of the Ohio—when her southwest line to
Memphis shall have finished its last link, now only about fifty
miles uncompleted—when that line shall have been connected
with the works of Kentucky as well as those of Tennessee—
when the Central road shall have been connected with the
%:'eat Southwestern road—when the Baltimore and Ohio road
shall have been turned at the great iron and coal fields on the
Potomac, down that river to the city of Alexandria—when
the Valley shall have been made to pour its produce through
the Manassa gap, by a connection with: Fredericksburg, into
the Rappahannock as well as into the Potomac at Alexandria
—when the York river road shall be completed from Rich-
mond to West Point—when Richmond shall have connected
herself with the North Carolina works by the Danville road—
when the James and Appomattox rivers shall have been
cleared of their bars up to Richmond and Petersburg—when
the State shall, in addition to the improvement of the naviga-
dion of the James river, have sent a line of railroad directly
down to thirty feet of water at some eligible point on the
Hampton Roads—when these, or the chief of these works
shall have been accomplished—we will have radiated back to
every point of the interior—a confluence of the trade of the
continent will have taken place, through its centre, on the
shortest lines, in the best temperature of climate, and a con-
vergence of transportation, and concentration of wealth and
population will be found at a point where there is a harbor
spacious enough and deep enough for all the merchant and
naval marine of the world, anf affording a site for a city ri-
valing in the course of time New York or London. And the
accomplishinent of this confluence and convergence and con-
centration will find Virginia an empire in herself, in the ano-
malous condition g{a an old State with all the undeveloped re-
sources of a new State, and of a new State with all the ame-
liorations of an old State. 1ler old eastern fields, derided for
exhaustion, will not be counted any longer a curse, for the

are cleared of the virgin forest which requires so much wor.

for the log wood-axe in the hands of first laborers in the new
States ; and the ways will then be opened to fields of coal and
iron and limestone of the richest quality and greatest variety
in immediate juxtaposition, ten-fold larger than those of Penn-
gylvania: to mines of copper ore of unknown extent: to in-
numerable and exhaustless springs of salt, which bubble up
from natural crevices and tlu'ougﬁ artesian bores, with naptha
and Eas to perforin all the uses of light and fucl, without
wood or coal: to the luxuriant pastures of more than ten
thousand hills and valleys now uncropped by horses, cattle,
mules, or swine; and to a sheep-walk for wool-wealth une-
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qualed in Saxony or England: to a greater extent of water-
power for manufacturing than is known in any other territory
of the same dimensions: to mountain forests of giant timber
without stint, and to the lumber of the low-lands of the
owth in salt sea air, the fittest for ship-building: to immense
tisheries of shad and herring, and a great variety of other
floating fish in every river of the eastern slope: to a jus pub-
licum of more than 2,000 square miles of oysters and other
shell fish, yiclding now more than thirty millions of bushels,
and employing nearly 100,000 tons of coasting: vessels; to
every variety of soil for agriculture, horticulture and aboricul-
ture, in every variety of climate from sites for the turnip, to
the en for the strawberry, the peach, the pomegranate,
and the fig, as sweet as those of Smyrna. To these—all these—
and more resources in- Virginia’s own limits, and now unde-
veloped and almost untouched! And this will show you that
Virginia’s counted and uncounted wealth alone is enough to
justify all her expenditure and taxation, past and prospective.
ut if Virginia were a waste from the seaboard to the Ohio,
without a tithe of this perpetual resource, still the back coun-
try beyond her is interminable and exhaustless, and her elzg:-
bility of track for its produce is worth ten-fold more millions
she can ever be called on to expend. A track simply
Medsterranean, on her temperate line of latitude of 37°, due
west from the Chesapeake to the Ohio, and from the Ohio to the
Mississippr, would, to enumerate nothing else, add two months
of labor to Ohio, Indiana, 1llinois, Mickigan, lowa, Wis-
consin, Missouri, and the whole of the Northwest, against the
obstruction of frost in winter, on northern lines to the Atlan-
tic, and against the low stages of water in the Western rivers
tn summer ; and would save millions worth per annum 9{
Western flour from souring, and of Western pork A£7L;om 0%
ing, by being sent through owr lines z'fwteadp (l)f th, an
the river by New Orleans and through the Gulf of Mexico.
And that track don’t stop at the Mississi Yi, but goes on to
the gold mines of California, and takes the Elina trade at San
Francisco, and brings along with it back the continental trade
of North America, in a belt expanding from the Messilla val-
ley in the southwest to Minnesota in the northwest, and con-
verging through Texas, Arkansas, and Tennessee on the south-
ern, and through Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio
on the northern limb, to the focus of the trade with Europe at
the mouth of the Chesapeake, the last and only point fit for
large shipping between Philadelphia and New Orleans, all the
rest of the coast being Hatteras bound. The race track of
lightning after light around the globe is directly over and
across North America from the Chesapeake to San Francisco ;
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and when it reaches there, it will telegraph one ocean as it has
the other—America China, as England America! With our
own connections, and a Pacific road on this track, we will
hea%:l)p J)abulum enough on the quays of commerce at Ilam
ton Roads for the trade of all Europe, Asia, Africa, and Sout
America, without touching the transit of the Isthmus of Cen-
tral America: a transit across the continent, in the temperate
zone, will prove better for the population of the globe.

To complete somne of the principalgworks, and put

in progress other works in the next ten years,

Virginia will require for Covington and Ohio

FORA ..ot v iit i iiiiiinnencanntinnannnaess $3,000,000
James river and Kanawha canal.............. 10,000,000
Otherworks ........coevieviiiiienennen. 7,000,000

O R . .$25,000,000%

THE EARTH AXD ITS INDIGENOUS RACES t

Every day adds its contributions to the science of Ethnology, and
enables us to advance further in the intricate aud unexplored paths of
research, which lead up from the crowded and wondetfully diversified
nations of the earth to the original family, race, or stock, or families,
races, and stocks from which they have descended. Tlough a sci-
ence comparatively new ; in its relations to the development of man, the
organization of society and of government, it is oue whose value can
not easily be overestimated by philosopher or statesman.

Among the most active laborers in the field of ethnolngy, are the
editors of the work before us. The earliest contributions ot Dr. Nott
appeared in the Southern Quarterly Review, in the year 1844, when

* Mr, Wise goes on to echow how this money can be provided by taxa-
tion, without the least cinbarrassment to the people of the State, and the ar-
gument seems to be unanswerable. Among other sources of revenue hitherto
unnoticed, he refers to the oyster trade as follows:

“The smallest tax upon the oyster fisheries in her limits would yicld a ve
considerable annual revenue. The soil upon which the oysters grow extcnz
over a space of more than 2,000 square miles. About 16,000 tons of licensed
vessels, belonging to our citizens, and at least five times that number of tons
belonging to citizens of other States, making in all 96,000 tons per annum, are
engaged in the oyster trade of Virginia. That amount of tounage accounts for
more than 25 to 30 millious of busiels of oysters taken and carried away from
the public soil of Virginia every year. The oysters are worth from 20 cents
per bushel, at the place where taken, to 50 cents per bushel in the market at
wholesale, A tax of tiro cenfa per bushel, on 25 millions of bushels, would vield
a gross revenue of §500,000 per annum, to be collected, under inspection laws,
by not more than four small eteam-cutters, at an annual cost of not more than
$20,000 per annum for them, and a cost of fees for licenses not exceeding
$30,000 per annum, leaving a net revenue from this jus publicum of $450,000
per annum.”

{ Indigenous Races of the Earth. Philadelphia; J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1857.



AGASSIZ’ CLASSIFICATION OF MANKIND. n

that Journal was under our editorial control; he afterwards, by invi-
tation, delivered from one of the chairs of the University of Louis-
iana, in the Medical branch of which he is now Professor, several lec-
tures, which were elaborated into a volume, and subsequently published
under the title of the “Races of Men,” etc. These lectures being
severely attacked, Dr. Nott-defended himself in the pages of this
Review, and of the Charleston Medical Journal. His other writings
have been in connection with Mr. Gliddon, and embrace an edition of
the work of Count Gobineau, and a volume issued two years ago, en-
titled “ Types of Mankind.”

The present is by far the most thorough and learned attempt
that has yet been made to disprove the popular theory, that maunkind
were descended from a single pair of progenitors, and to maintain the
opposite one, that there were many creations, in different zones of the
habitable earth, each original creation or pair having certain physical
characteristics, adapted to its native climate, and differing in color,
habits, and constitution. The argument may be conducted ugou
grounds purely scientific, and whether decided in one way or the other,
nvolves no cardinal point of scriptural interpretation, nor the validity
of the generally received teachings relating to the creation and fall
of man. If the diversity of races be established, the scriptural ac-
count of Adam and Eve and their descendants will then be the history
of one of these races, and any expressions to be found inconsistent
with such a meaning, may be considered properly to be figurative. If
it be objected that responsibility for Adam’s fall is inconsistent with
the idea of several independent races, the answer may be made that
the ways of God are inscrutable to human ken, and are not to be called
in question because they cannot be understood. Bishop Butler tells
us this, and it is quite as difficult, by unaided human reason, to dis-
cover the justice o?involving Adam’s own posterity in the consequences
of his fall, as the posterity of his brethren or contemporaries. It is
not our purpose, however, to enter into the argument here.

The several chapters on the Indigenous Races of Men will be exam-
ined and commented upon in their order.

The work opens with a superb chart, on which there are fifty-four
portraits of the various races of mankind, with tables showing their
geographical distributions, their cranioscopic peculiarities, linguistio
and physiological distinctions. Geographically, the distribution ac-
cording to Agassiz, is-— '

L Agzcric—Hyperborean.

II. Asiatic—Mantchurian, Japanese, Chinese, Centro-Mongolian, Caspian.

NI. Evrorzan—Seandinavian, Ruesian, Central-European, South-European,
North African, Egyptian, Syro-Irarian.

IV. Arrican—Saharan, Nubian, Abyssino-Arab, Senegalian, Guinean, Afric
Table-land, Hottentot, Madigascan.

V. Awmxrioan—Canadian, Alleghanian, Louisianian, Rocky Mountaineer,
Northwest Coaster, Californian, Main-lander, Antilles, Brazilian, Pampas, Cor-
dilleras, Peruvian, Patagonian.

VL Povrynxsian—Northern, Western, Southern, and Eastern.

VIL MaravaNn—Dukhun, Indo-Chinese, Sunda-Islandic.

VIIL AvusteaLiaN—Papuan, Tasmanian,



2 THE EARTH AND ITS INDIGENOUS RACES.

Mr. Agassiz, in an introductory note, protests against the inference
drawn from affinity of languages in favor of the primative unity of
man, asserting that the same affiliations run through the animal king-
dom:

“Let any one follow upon a map exhibiting the geographical distribution of
the bears, the cats, the hollow-horned ruminants, the gallinaceous birds, the
ducks, or of any other families, and he may trace, as satisfactorily as any phi-
lological evidence can prove it for the human language, and upon a much Jarger
scale, that the brumming of the bears of Kamschatka is akin to that of the bears
of Thibet, of the East Indies, of the Sunda islands, of N epal, of Syria, of Europe,
of Siberia, of the United States, of the Rocky mountains, and of the Andes;
though all these bears are considered as distinct species, who have not any more
inherited their voice one from the other, than different races of men. The same
may be said of the roaring and miawing of the cats of Europe, Asia, Africa, and
America; or of the lowing of the bulls, the species of which are so widely dis-
tributed nearly over the whole globe. The same is true of the gackeling of the
gallinaceous birds, and of the quacking of the ducks, as well as of the song of
the thrushes—all of which pour forth their gay aud harmonious notes in a dis-
tinct and independent dinlect, neither derived nor inherited one from the other,
even though aﬁ sing thrushish.”

Chapter I. is by Alfred Maury, of Paris, one of the most distin-
guished of the savans of Europe, and is devoted to a consideration of
the diversity of tongues existing among nations, tracing their points of
resemblance, yet demonstrating such radical differences as forbid the
idea of any common original. The research is wonderfully erudite, the
classification comprising fourteen different families of languages sub-
divided into an infinite number of branches and dialects. In regard
to the American languages he maintains that they are assimilated
more to the African -than to the Polynesian, so generally supposed.
The common points of resemblance in the American languages are the
agglomeration of words through contraction, (by suppressing one or
several syllables of the combined radicals,) the new words baing con-
sidered simple : 2, the substitution of the animate and inanimate gen-
der in lieu of the masculine and feminine. The existence of two plu-
rals, and sometimes of two duals, is common to the Polynesian also.
There were found by Mr. Gallatin thirty-seven families of tongues,
comprising wore than one hundred dialects, in North America, with-
out exhausting the idiom of that portion of the world. That nothin
may be inferred from these resemblances between the American an
African, Mr. Maury remarks:

“The aspect of two vast linguistic groups, placed at distances so remote,
might have engendered a suEPosition of some links of proximate relationship
between the populations speaking them, if, in view of their physique, the Indians
of the New World, and the negroes and Hottentots of Africa, were not so en-
tirely different. But, seeing that' we have established each floor (étage) of
linguistic eivilization—if one may so speak—we cannot admit that these tongues
have been transported from Africa to America, or, at least, that their grammar
already governed the idioms spoken by such supposititious emigrants. Similitude
between the two groups shows us merely, that the native aborigines of Africa
and of America possessed an analogous faculty of language; and that neither
could rise above a certain level, which, at first sight, may have been taken for
a common characteristic, and as a sign of filiation.”

Chapter IL is by Francis Pulsky, of the Hungarian Academy, etc.,
a brilliant scholar and writer. He takes for his theme Iconographic
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researches, analyzing carefully the arts of the several nations of the
earth, ancient and modern, with the view of discovering their analo-
gies and differences, the conclusions being opposed to the theory of a
common family. The aim of M. Pulsky is to establish—

“1. That whilst some races are altogether unfit for imitative art, others are
by nature artistical in different degrees.

“2. That the art of those nations which excelled in gainting and sculpture,
was often indigenous and always national; losing not only its type but likewise
its excellence by imitating the art of other nations,

3. That imitative art, derived from intercourse with, or conquest by artis-
tic races, remained barren, and never attained any degree of eminence—that it
never survived the external relatious to which it owed its origin, and died out
as soon as intercoursc ceased, or when the artistic conquerors became amalga-
mated with the unartistic conquered race.

4. That painting and sculpture are always the result of a peculiar artistical
endownent of certain races, which cannot be imparted by instruction to un-
artistical nations, This fitnese, or aptitude for art ecems altogether to be in-
dependent of the mental culture and civilization of a people; and no civil or
religious prohibitions can destroy the natural imPulso of an artistical race to
express its feeling in pictures, statuary, and reliefs.”

Speaking of American art, he does not think the time has yet ar-
rived for writing its history, the existing specinens being little heeded
at home, and scarcely to be found in Europe. The people of the
United States are too utilitariau to care about anything but the pre-
sent and the Spanish raccs, neither have the genius or the repose to
give atteution to antiquities. Europeans are not invited to the field b
the charms and beauties which distinguish the Gracco-Roman period,
or the historical interest which attaches to Egyptian, Assyrian, or early
Chiristian art.

These red nations are strangers to the civilized world, their civiliza-
tion not heing conuected with its history, and their states being far in-
ferior to that of the Japetides, Shemites, and Tauranians, Even Chi-
nese art presents far higher clains to attention and study than the mon-
uments of the mound-builders, of the Toltecs and Aztecs of Mexico and
Central America, and of the Quichuas and Aymaras of Peru, and the
Lake of Titicaca. China still cxists in populousncss and might. Re-
ferring Lo the Africans, Mr. Maury says, that sober history encourages
po dreams that they can ever exhibit any artistical characteristics :

“ Long as listory has made meution of negroces, they have never had any art
of their own.  Their features are recorded by their ancient encmies, not by
themselves.  Egyptian kings who, from the earliest times of antiquity, came
often into collision with the blacks, hud themn figured as defeated cnemies, as

risoners of war, and as subject nations bringing tribute. Their grotesque
eatures, .o much differing from the Egylptiau type, made them a favorite sub-
Jject for sculrturul supporta of thrones, chairs, vases, &e.; or ‘-uiutcd under the
solex of sandals, of which instances abound in Museums as well as in the larger
works on Egypt.”

¢ Petronius, who lived under the emperor Nero, deseribes, in his Novel, three
vagahond literary men who, having taken passage in a ship on the Mediterra-
necan, ruddenly discover that it belongs to a merchant on board, whom two of
the:m had previously robbed.  Dreading his revenge, one of them says:

“*Laolpug, being a scholar, has certainly ink with him: let us, thercfore, dye
ourselves from top to tod aud as Ethiopian slaves we shall be at his command
without fear of torture; for by the change of color we shall deceive our ene-
mies.’ Dut Geiton exclaims in reply : ‘as if color alone could traisforta our
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shape! for many things have to conspire that the lie might be maintained under
any circumstances. Or can we fill ourlips with an ugly swelling? can we crisp
our hair with an iron? and mark our forehead with scarst and distend our
shanks into a curve! and draw our heels down to the earth! and change our
bﬁard into a foreign fashioni—artificial color besmears the body, but does not
change it.””

“Voltaire has somewhere wittily remarked, ‘the first white man who beheld
a negro must have been greatly astonished; but the reasoner who claims that
the negro comes from the white man astonishes me a great deal more.’”

Chapter IV. was' prepared by Dr. Meigs, Professor in the Medical
College of Philudelphia. It is entitled “Cranial Characteristics of the
Races of Men.” The maguificent cranial collection left by the lamented
Morton have been arranged and classified by Dr. Meigs, with the view
of publishing a fourth edition of the celebrated catalogue. In his
opinion long years of severe and earnest research are necessary before
we can pronounce authoritatively upon the ultimate and perplexing
problems of ethnology. " On page 250, Dr. Meigs remarks, and what is
said is worthy of the most profound consideration :

“It will be rem]ilfv inferred that every additional foreign element introduced
into a nation will only serve to render a thorough fusion more and more difficult.
Indeed, an almost incalculable time would be required to bring the blendin
stocks into equilibrium, and thus cause to disappear the innumerable hybri
forms or pseudo-types. As long as the blood of one citizen of such a nation
differed in the degree of its mixture from that of another, diverse and probably
long-forgotten forms would crop out in the most unaccountable manner, as in-
dications of the past, and obstacles to the assumption of that perfectly homo-
geneous character which belongs to the pure stocks alone. To be assured of
the truth of these propositions, we have but to examine with care the population
of any large commercial city, as London, Constantinople, Cadiz, New York, &o.

“ I{ now, it be true, as Count de Gobineau maintaing, in his philosophical
inquiry into the Cause of National Degeneracy, that a nation lives and flourishes
on?y 80 long a3 the progressive aud leading ethnical element or principle, upon
which it is based, is preserved in a vigorous state, and that the exhaustion of
this principle is invariably accompanied with political death, then should the
American statesman turn aside from the vapid and mischievous party-questions
of the day—questions whose very littleness should permit them to un-
heeded—and earnestly compare the historical phases of our youthful Republie
with those of the fallen Greek and Roman empires, and the already enfeebled
English commonwealth, that he may learn those unalterable laws of political
reproduction, evolution, and decay, and thus forwarned, provide intelligently
for the amelioration of that disease whose seeds were planted when the Declara-
tion of Independence was proclaimed, and whose deadly influences threaten,
sooner or later, like the Lianes of a tro;:icnl forest, to suffocate the national tree
over which they are silently spreading.” °

Chapter V. is by Dr. Nott. It considers the suhject of acclimation
or the comparative influence of climate, endemic &nd epidemic djs-
eases upon the races of man. This subject is of great importance, for
ghould it be made evident that each type of mankind, like the several
species of plants and animals, has its appropriate climate or station, be-
yond which it cannot travel, or acquire domiciliation, in any length of
ages, then the advance has been great towards establishing the doctrine
of disunity. Dr. Nott writes with great power and erudition. He
tells us that the pure white man degenerates in®he tropics. His body
and mind are affected. His average duration of life is lessoned, and he
would become extiuct without fresh importations. His descendants
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restored to their native climes recover the healthful standard of their
original types :

“This fact may be familiarly exemplified by the habits of English sojourners
(colonists they cannot be termed) now scattered throughout Hindostin and the
Indian Archipelago, on both sides of Africa a few hundred miles north of the
Cape, along tﬂ: southern shores of the Mediterranean, in the West Indies, South
America, and elsewhere. Such emigrants are, moreover, out of all proportion,
athletic adults before quitting their birth-place; who set forth with the
intention, and are ever cheered by the hope, of returning home the moment

their ambition is realized. Few, notwithstanding, come back to their native
land with constitutions unimpaired; but, in no cases do those English wlhose
means are not abeolutely insignificant, attempt to rear up their children in any
of the above tropical regions. If they do eo, parents mourn over the graves of
lost offspring, or siFh on beholding the sickly appearance of the surviving; of
the latter, and adult generation, especially amongst the females, suffering under
hourly increasing morbific influence, is destined to succumb far within the
sverage limits of longevity that would have been accorded to them by a life-
insurance actuary, had they grown up in Egro On the contrary, every
sacrifice is made, under the name of ‘education,’ to send them homeward, in
order that they may become constitutionally retempered, before they are once
more exposed to such deleterious intertropical influences. So true is this rule,
that, on the authority of a friend of Mr. Gliddon’s, Major General Bagnold, of
the Hon. East India Company’s Service—a veteran who now, with his family, in
London, practically carries into effect half a century of Oriental experiences—we
know that the oldest purely English regiment in India, the * Bombay Tufts,”
notwithstanding that marriages with British females are encouraged, has never
!im able, from the time of Charles II. to the present hour, to rear, from births
in the corps, boys enough to supply its drummers and fifers.”

. According to Desjobert, French and English races labor in Canada,
inthe northern United States, in New Holland ; but in the southern
United States, and on the adjacent islands, it is the blacks who work—
in India the Hindoos. Spaniards, coming from a hotter climate, do
labor 4 little in Cuba and Porto Rico, and Italian and Spanish fisher-
men toil upon the Southern Atlantic coasts, but their labor is far less
thau in Europe, or in the Northern States of the Union. The Dutch-
man works only in Europe. The Portuguese does not labor in India.
In Brazil it is the black who works for him; in Central America the
Carib, the Indian, or the half-caste. In Egypt no European or Turk is
3 agricultural worker, but he leaves the field to the indigenous Fellah.
The French discover colonization to be impossible in Algeria without
Arsb or Kabyle labor. In South Americs, the West Indies, etc., Coo-
lie labor is sought in the deficiency of African. The negro follows

¢ same law. Unlike the white, however, his complexion never
changes, No northern frosts bleach his skin. Cold kilis bim, but af-
fécts not his hair, his color, or his frame:

“If we turn nowgto the physical history of the negro, we shall find the picture
completely reverfed. He is the native of the hottest region on the globe,
where he goes naked in the scorching rays of the sun, and can lie down and
sleep on tﬁe ground in a temperature of at least 150° of Fahrenheit, where the
white man would die in & few hours. And while the degenerate tropical de-
sctudants of the whites are regenerated by transportation to cold parallels of

¢ temperate zone, experience abundantly proves that, in America, the negro
steadily deteriorates, and becomes exterminated north of about 40° north lati-
tude. “The statistics of New England, New York, and Philadelphia, abundantly
prove this. The mortality of blacks in our northern States averages about
double that of the whites; and although their natural improvidence and social
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condition may, and do, have an influence on this result, still, no one conversant
with the facts will deny the baneful influence of cold upon the race.

“It is evident, then, that the white and black races differ, at the present day,
as much in their physiological as they do in their physical characters; and
until their actunl characteristice are changed, it cannot be expected that their
normal geographical range will be enlarged. The respective types which they
now present, antedate all human, written, or monumental records, and will only,
disappear with the other typical forms of our Fauna.” :

Dr. Nott asserts, unhesitatingly, on the basis of all experience, that
tiiough there may be acclimatiou from yellow fever, growing out of
birth, etc., in Southern cities, yet, to residents in the country, there
can be no acclimation against intermittent aund billious fever, and other
marsh diseases. The inhabitants of the regious about Rome are accli-
mated no further than were their ancestors two thousand years ago:

“There have been many dizputes about the comparative longevity of races;
but all the statistics of our Southern States would seem to prove, that the
negroes are the longest-lived race in the world; and if a longevity of any other
race can be fhown, equal to the blacks of Charleston, we have been unable to
find the statistics,

“On a review of the tables f mortality from Charleston, it will be seen that
the average mortulity of the colored population, for the last ten years, is 1 in
43.6—about the sane ratio as the cighteen previous years,.  When it is remem-
bered that this is exclusively a lnhoring dass, and including a considerable
proportion of free colored population, it cannot but excite our wonder. It
proves two points: 1. That the black races assimilate readily to our climate;
2. That they are heredin a more favorable condition than any laboring class in
the world. It should, perhaps, be remarked, that, in & warm climate, a pauper
population and laboring elass do not suffer from the want of protection against
cold and its disenses; which, at the North, cause, among these classes, a large

roportion of their mortality. Even in the sicklicst parts of our Southern

tates, there are more examples of longevity, among the whites, than are scen
in cold climates; for the reason, I presuine, that the fecbleness of age offers little
resistance to the rigor of morthern climates.  Thisx, however, does not prove
that the average duration of life is greater South than North.”

Chapter VL is by Mr. Gliddon. Ile reviews the doctrines of the
schools that maintain either side of the argument of the races, and ex-
amines into the question of the antiquity of mnan, chironologically, histori-
cally, and palacontologically.  Mr. Gliddon has devoted his whole life
to archiological studics, mu{ more especially to those relating to Exypt.
1Ie is the editor of the volume we are reviewing, and in addition to this
chapter prepares inmumerable valuable notes.  We have not space
enough for as many references as we desire to this chapter. It is able
and thorough, and, we are glad to sec, administers a proper rebuke upon
the want of courtesy and Christian beaving, as well as the intolerance
displayed in his relations to himsclf as well as to others engaged in this
coutroversy, of a clergyman of the Duteh Reformed Church of Charles-
ton.  On the sulject of the introduction of camels into this country,
Mr. Glidden has a note claiming a large pmrt of the merit. It seems
that he prepared a memoir dedicated to Col. Davis, and presented it to
the War Department. But we allow him to present liis own claims,
and close our article with the extract:

“Tt is know A to everybhady in this country that the United States Transport.
Supply’ has alrendy nade two teips, one fo Alexandria, and the other to
Smyrua, and brought ever toTexas some S0 of thexe animaly, in good condition,
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The undertaking could not fail to be successful—1st, beeause the ghip was com-
manded by my old friend (welcomed ‘eliez moi’ at Cairo as far bacL a8 1835,)
Lieut David Porter, U. 8. N.;—aud 24, beeause the War Department has merely
earried out (with but one solitary exception) every detail—down to the most
minute—of my ‘ Remarks’ aforesaid, in regard to the importation of these ani-
mals. .

“Following the maxim—*jec reprends ma propriéts od je la trouve'—I claim
here the credit of chalking out the lines upon which these camels reached Ameri-
ea; confident that if (ami;l bardly think such contingency possible after the
instruction the party in charge had from myzelf) there shou‘d be any failure
‘in developing the unbounded utility of these quadrupeds after their landing,
such eventuality can proceed solely through United States' official mismanage-
ment.

“Meanwhile, I presume my above mcentioned MS. has become mislaid at the
War Department; because I' sce that Mr. Marsh, in his very nice little work,
Boston, 1856,) on the ‘Camel,’ whilst gratefully acknowledging the various

ocuments on the subject lent him by the War Department, with honorable
mention of the Authors of each paper, has nowhere alluded, cither to myself

(who planned the whole affuir for them in writing, 1851-6,) or to my said
‘Remarka.’”

THE AGRICULTURAL BUREAU OF THE PATENT OFFICE—ITS OPER-
ATIONS AND REPORTS.

Without assenting always to the opinions of Mr. Goss, who is an intelligent
chemist, and pupil of Liebig, we freely accord to him a place in the Review,
believing it a public service to point out abuses in any branch of adwinistra-
tion, or errors and incompeteucy, should such exist,

The Agricultural branch of the I'atent Oflice undoubtedly does some good;
but its rapid growth, the encrmous suins it is now drawing from the treasury,
increasing, and likely to increase, every ycar, and the class of duties it is as-
suning to perform, may well excite the apprchension of every true friend of
the Constitution and of limited government. If these things may go on, where
will there be a pause short of absolute power and centralism? Ten millions, or
fifty millions, may be expended in time as easily as a quarter of a million, If

seeds can be distributed, so may ploughshares—for even guano finds already s
vent. If agriculture can make such demands, will not manufactnres and com-
merce become in time as clamorous? It is as easy to prove a case for oue as the
other. Better return to the legitimate objccts of Government, and leave to pri-
vatecnterprise, individual or associated, what private enterprise can do 2o much
better and cheaper. The South (the real agricultural region) asks for nothing
here, and, indecd, geta little. So fur as she is concerned, you may shut up
the office and discontinue the Reports. She has not yet been taught, and hopes
never to be taught, reliance upou the public erib, instead of reliance upon her
own energies and intelligence.—EpiTor.

The astonishing progress which has Leen made in all the
branches of natural science during the last thirty years, is
owing in no small degree to the overthrow of those pedantic
and intolerant monopolists of science and learning, wlio, while
speaking ex cathedra, very scldom recognized any but their
own authority, or gave credit to any system, thcory, view,
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and experiment, other than such as emanated from the school
to which they belonged, or of which they were regarded the
ghining lights.

Any one conversant with the progress made in Thysics,
Chemistry, Geology, and Physiology, knows of the desperate
struggle and severe trials, which the modern masters of sei-
ence had to contend with against the old oligarchy of profes-
sors and scholars, before they could succeed in revolutionizing
the vast field of applied sciences. These old fashioned gen-
tlemen fell upon Liebig, when he first startled the world with
his bold views, daring theories, and ingenious hypothesis, and
his contemporaries, in other branches of natural sciences, did
not fare better.

However, the revolution has been accomplishcd; and, at
this day, there is in the scientific world of Europe no other
aufhority recognized but what can show cause for the pre-
tence on the very face of its teachings, investigations, or con-
clusions. IIumboldt, Faraday, Agassiz, Liebig, Dumas, them-
selves, form no exceptions to the rule.

It is our purpose now to present a few critical remarks on
the operations of the Agricultural Burcan of the Patent Of-
fice, as they are developed in its ¢ Reports.”

The man of science, as well as the practical agriculturist,
was accustomed to date the advent ofP the period of a more
rational theory and practice in agriculture from the days of
“father Thaer,” or the latter part of the last or the beginnin
of the present century ; but the compiler of the Agricultura
Report frequently rejoices in referring to the sayings of Cato,
Pliny, Palladius, Columella, and others of the old Latin wri-
ters. The men of our days, to whom we are indebted for the
scientific structurc and more rational development of the art
of culture, must feel some surprise at this. One might just as
well, in treating of astronomy, physics, chemistry, and other
branches of the natural sciences, resort to Pythagoras, Archi-
medes, Galen, Hermes, or the old Egyptian magicians, for his
principal authorities. 'Was it the object of the founders of the
Agricultural Bureau to make it the archives of all the histori-
cal rubbish of the dark ages—the infant tune of science and
industry—a source of every description of information how-
ever destitute of any real value to the agriculturalist of our
days and of our land? While we know that the Romans,
Greeks, Egyptians, and other ancient nations had not the
means furnished by the very modern sciences of tﬁeology,
chemistry, and physiology, to look into the nature, the laws,
and the conditions of vegetable life, it is indeed quite imma-
terial to our farmers and planters to learn what Cato, Theo-
phratus, or Pliny may have thought in this regard. But if
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even worthy of note, it is certainly beyond the proper pro-
vince of the Agricultural Burcau to convey this kind of knowl-
edge. The object of this Bureau, as we regard it, is to examine
into the condition of our national agriculture, and by pointing
out its deficiences, and ascertaining and proposing t{xe certain
or probable remedies, to devise the means and ways for its
general or special amelioration and improvement.
There are undoubtedly many good things contained in all of
the “reports,” but they are so mixed up with incongruous,
contradictory, impractical, trifling, and very often erroneous
statements, suggestions, and propositions, that their value is
greatly impaired, and not seldom entirely paralyzed. So far
we can see in these “ reports” nothing but a cheap and unfair
competitor to our statistical and agricultural periodicals, which
dees not possess the adaptability and practical value for speci-
fic regions, of which many of the latter may be proved.

The suggestions of the Commissioner, in the volume for
1853, relating to the system to be adopted in promotion of the
objects of the Agricultural Burean, we are not prepared alto-

ether to contm(?ict, though it may be doubted among other

ings it the “assessors” will be suitable agents for procuring
“rdible annnal statistics.” If one remembers the stubborn
and persistent opposition which the marshals of the census
encountered on account of the peoples’ horror against taxation,
1t naturally suggests itself that such will be stil% more the case
with assessors.

The propriety of the introduction of the valuable meteoro-
logical tables of Professor Henry in the Agricultural Report
may be questioned. This is Foing back to elementary and
abstract principles, with which the mnind of the farmer and
Planter may not be troubled successfully. In agricultural
matters the science of climatology is chiefly destineﬁrto aid in
establishing the laws for the natural geographical range and
distribution of the plants, by showing the analogics of varions
regions in the character of their seasons, the changes in tem-

rature, of winds, moisture, etc., in the course of the year.

yond the study of these varying or parallel characterstics

of certain agricultural districts, the practical cultivator is not
likely to go.” But as this science is in its infancy yet, it ap-
pears that its exposition could find a more appropriate quar-
ter. The views of Prof. Henry, as set forth in his article,
“Meteorology in its connection with Agriculture,” no matter
how ingenious, are hypothetical to a great extent, and howe-
ver much praise the author deserves, I am decidedly of the
opinion, that the communication is in the wrong place. We
can, further, not agree with the Commissioner of Patents, when
he calls the chemical analysis of soils and products ¢ a supple-



80 THE AGRICCLTURAL BUREAU OF THE PATENT OFFICE—

ment to these meteorological investigations,” insisting “that
the full purpose of the latter cannot be carried out without a
resort to the former.” We maintain that any cempetent judge
would rather express the opinion that the objects of chemical
analysis of soils, products, and ashes, may be more fully and
conclusively secured if mere meteorological observations are
once reduced to certain immutable and gencrally understood
laws.

Many of the statements in regard to the results so far ob-
tained from this wholesale practice of distributing “secds and
cuttings,” are made on cx parte experience, and the anticipa-
tions attached to them, to say the lcast, are, in most cascs,
sanguine and premature. It is surprising, that the culture of
certain trees, shrubs, and herbs is recommended on the score
of our yearly importing the useful parts of them to the amount
of such and such value from other countries.

Are we to make a China or Japan out or this country ¢ or are
we afraid that England, France, or Spain, in casc of war with
ug, would close up all the seas to our merchantmen? When
was it ascertained that an import of raw and manufactured
materials is injurious to the prosperity of a country, which is
already gradually advancing towards a period when foreign
countries have of necessity to bny more from it, than they can
hope to sell in return? Shall commerce decrcase or be ar-
rested, in order to make our land the receptacle of nature’s
gitts all over the globe, if such a thing were attainable? We
certainly do not object to a bed or garden of the *“almond,”
“cork oak,” “prune,” “liquorice,” “vanills,” “Dbox wood,”
and a thousand such, as matters of taste or ornament here and
there, but we deem it exceedingly idle to encourage such ex-

reriments for cconomical ends, on a large seale, o long as we
l‘m\‘e need to impress on the minds of our fariners the necessit
of an improvement in the culture of the very first staples, whic
constitute the wealth of the country. If we dare take it for
granted, that a cultivation of the “ opinm poppy,” ¢ ‘mlmatcd
rhubarh,” “asafwtida,” “malabar cinnamon,” and similar
medicinal plants, would, after all the experiments made in
southern Europe and elsewhere, give no satisfaciion to the
scrutinizing pharmacologist, it must still sound amusing to
find incluc c({ in the list even the Iceland moss, common all
over northern and middle Europe and chieap as dirt, and which
in all probability grows unnoticed in cqual abundance in many
districts of owr meore northern States.  Indeed having just
taken up the dispensatory of the United States, we learn that
the plant is found in the northern latitudes of the old and new
continents, and on elevated mountains further souih. It is also
abundant on the mountains and in the sandy plains of New
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England. What is said of this “Iceland moss” in respect to
* its cheapness, must be said of the equally recommended *orris
root,” ‘“quassia,” ‘“rhatany,” and others which are paraded in
the “report.” Why not introduce with the same show of
reason, all at once, the whole batch of plants found in the
materia medica? So far has the compiler of the *report”
transgressed the limits of his proper province, that he does
not shrink from giving the medical and technical properties,
and corresponding applications of some of his pet plan%
which properties any one desirous of learning, can be foun
more correctly and professionally discussed by calling for the
Dispensatory at the first drug store in reach. It is new to us
that the “quassia” is narcotic, because it kills flies! The
recipes for making tooth-powder, port wine, tincture, quassia
beer, or for cookinly chesnuts & la France, would be better fit-
ted for a six-penny “ golden book” or *“household treasure,”
than for being made Fart of the contents of the report of the
National Agricultural Bureau!

That we 1mport $30,000 worth of castor-oil, does not prove,
that the ¢ palina christi” is not extensively cultivated in some
of our States, where happily some enterprising fellow-citizens
have grown rich by pressing the viscid liquid fromn the castor-
beans. The import goes to show, what is founded in fact,
that the people of the United States consume more castor-oil,
than all the world and the rest of mankind together. To have
this, our own experience ap])rovcd by incontestable authority,
we refer once more to the pharmaceepia of the United States,
which says: “ That the ricinus is perhaps in no country more
largely cultivated than in the United States.”

tis further a fallacious view, that our wheat lands “average
tventy bushels to the acre,” the yield, according to the last
census, as well as to more recent information, being not quite
tenbushels per acre.  And, pray, what American farmer would
beled to plant the “ Persian walnut,” because “the product
of each tree will be about one bushel of nuts in twelve or

fleen ycars after planting?’ As to the laudations bestowed
on the oil, obtained from the kernel of the Persian walnut, we
must respectfully suggest to substitute and use, if needs be, the
9il of the indigenous ** Juglans,” which is abundantly found in

¢ forests of the Canadas and of all the northern, eastern, and
western States, and which oil enjoys similar properties with
¢ one from the “Juglans regia.”

In another place the * report” maintains, that if we were to
cultivate the © opinm poppy,” and to raise a surplus, it could
besent to China in cxclmnge for tea. An odd proposition,
if it be taken into cunsi(lcra:.i(‘l, that, but for the prohibitory
Jaws of China, that plant would there prosper as “ hardy” as

6
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in Hindoostan, Persia, or Arabia. The Eunglish East India
Company has besides taken upon itself the disgraceful business
of smuggling upon the poor children of the Celestial Empirg
that wicked drug in large quantities, and we would not advise
our human and liberal people to rival John Bull in the exe-
crable traffic.*

Bat there is hardly an item in that portion of the “ report”
to the introduction of which we could not take exception. If,
as another instance, it is presumed, that we might save the
cost for the imported Russian and Chinese rhubarb, ‘“if its
culture were successfully prosecuted here,” we have but to
answer, that no competent medical man substitutes, at this
day, and after fifty years trial, the French, English, or Ger
man rhubarb for the Asiatic article. _Above all others, the
recommendation of the culture of the *asafcetida plant” is
ludicrous and trifling ; for, as a medicament, its use is exceed-
ingly limited, and as to its spice or relish, it is certain that our

eople will not indulge in the taste of the Persians, but ad-
Eere their kindred, yet less offensive onion and garlick.

Experiments in Flanting the ¢ Malabar cardamom” and
similar spices, would prove, doubtless, unsuccessful. But if
there were any reason to expect satisfactory results, we would
recommend in their place the cultivation of the more exten-
sively used and consequently more lucrative Java coffee, Cey-
lon cinnamon, mace and nutmeg, cloves, ect.; though we
should regret to state, that the natural geographical range of
all these vegetable tribes is exceedingly limited, and does not,
therefore, encourage the hope of a succcssful experiment.

Now, in order ta point out the foregoing mistakes in the
Agricultural Report of the Patent Oftice, we had scarcely
need to review more than a portion of the introductory pages.

Space does not at present admit of any further extension of
these remarks, though we have advanced but a very short
distance into the report. There is one subject, bowever, upon
which something may with great propriety be said, considering
the interest it has excited in this country.

The Agricultural branch of the Patent Office claims no lit-
tle merit for the introduction of the sorghum or Chinese sngar
cane, which it is said and thought will destroy the present
monopoly in that most necessary article of consumption. At

® The Edinburgh Review for April, 1857, says, “ We raise an Indian revenue
of £8,000,000 upon the opium grown under Government monopoly. * * @
We see the important part it plays in a trade which involves that of India
where the population consumes £8,000,000 of British manufactures, and the
whole circle cannot be held to represent a commerce of less than £80,000,000
snnually. ®* *® ® Tradiog in opium, while Chinese /awe and public opinien
in that country continue what they now are, is fatal to any improvement in
our relations, commercial or political.”—Ebrroz.
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the same time, a statement has an)eared, and is going the
round of the public press to the following effect :

“Canvese Suear Cank.—At the annual meeting of the Boston Natural His-
tory Society, on the 6th, Dr. A. A. Hayes read a paper on the Chinese sugar
eane, in which he concludes that the sorghum cultivated in this country does
not secrete cane sugar, or true sugar, its saccharine matter being purely glu-
¢ose in  semi-fluid form. For sweetening properties nearly four pounds of this
flnme would be required to equal one of true sugar; but as a raw material
or the production of spirit, /and as an addition to the forage crop, the plant
may be found to have a high economical importance. Prof. John Bacon con-
firmed the results at which Dr. Hayes had arrived. He was unable to obtaia
any crystals of sugar cane in the sorghum.”

Whether the opinion of Professors Bacon and Hayes be cor-
rect or not, it furnishes another instance to demonstrate the
deficiency in the operations of the Agricultural Burean. Be-
fore any new species or variety of culture plants is diffused
over our rural districts, and the farmers invited to spend their
time, labor, and money in experimenting, their value should
be tested first by some competent experimenters. If it turns
out that the Chinese sugar plant furnishes grape instead of
cane sngar, the Burean is guilty of a very serious mistake.
How, for one moment, could any one overlook that most im-
portant question—what kind of sugar is it-which the sorghum
yields? The Chinese and other people may be content with
the quality of the saccharine principle contained in that plant
for their econotnical wants and tastes; or, more probably, may
1t serve them the same purposes that the sweet fruit juices,
raising, figs, plums, and others do in our households; but all
this wonld not warrant the recommendation of - the culture of
the plant_as a substitute for the sugar cane of our Southern
Btates. We have no objection to let the sorghum pass for a
Ve_rr excellent fodder plant, and hope that further experience
will prove that it is that without any deleterious effort on the
soils constituents. But it is more than we can digest if the
Fackages containing the seeds are at once labeled—* good for
odder, green or dry, and for making sugar.” So far we have
oly geen that the stalks yiclded syrup, a fact which by ne
means warrants the production of a sugar equal to that ob-
tained from the sugar cane.

We are, however, not at all astonished to sec endorsed by
the Bureau opinions like that from one of its correspondents,
who, indeed, did not attempt to make sugar, but has no doubt
that it can be made from such a syrup as the one obtained
from the sorghum juice, and “ more and better sugar, too, than
the Louisiana cane does yield.” In the report of 1854, the

sorghum is introduced in the following terms: “The great
object sought in France in the cultivation of this plant is the
juice contained in its stalks, which furnishes three impertant
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products, viz: sugar, which is identical with that of cane sugar,
alcohol, and a fermented drink analogous to cider. The juice,
when obtained with care, by depriving the stalk of its outer
coating or woody fibre and bark, is nearly colorless, and con-
tains merely sugar and water, producing from ten to sixteen
per cent. of the former.” Much of the correspondence dis-
played in the reports reflects no credit on the intelligence of
either the author and the endorser; it sounds like clap-trap,
and in some instances reminds one of the adage—*tickle me
and P’ll tickle you.”

There is, however, no doubt but that the “sugar millet” is al-
ready a favorite with abolitionists, who fervently hope that it will
deliver them from the necessity of using the slave-made sugar
of Louisiana and Texas. We know the sentiments of some of
the correspondents of the office on the sorgho. One, Mr. F.
Alunch, from Warren county, Mo., was accustomed to leave
his farm last summer and mount the stump in behalf of the
woolly horse. He is in earnest with negro free-love, and al-
though he did 7ot make sugar from the sorgho, hints upon the
gropriety of inventing a suitable machine to crush the stalks,

eing probably unwilling to apply the instrument now in use
at the South, because they sometimes crushed negroes!

The truth is the South has so long been accustomed to hear
of great discoveries likely to put an end to her monopoly in
the great agricultural staples, that she instinctively doubts
when they are mentioned or presented from the usual sources.
The upland rice, the flax cotton, and, in the event, perhaps,
the Chinese sorghum will take their places in that same cata-

ory.
8 Igow that the importation of new cuttings of the sugar cane
has so signally and disastrously failed, for whatever reason, the
writer of this article will close for the present with an extract
from an address submitted by him to the Southern members
of Congress, and published before the expedition sailed :

“Js it advisable to have the experiment made with new cuttingz on a ‘liberal
and extensive scale,” what is equivalent with a costly plan, without. having pre-
viously ascertained whether that will or will not likely prove to be the remedyt
Is it mere child’s play to have an agent sent to ‘ Venezuela, Guiana, Brazil, East
India, Mauritius, or Java,’ in order to bring home new varictics of sugar cane,
the planting of all of which may in the end not yive the desired and expected
satisfaction, because there was no necessity for them, they did not constitute
the proper remedy to be applied? If either the degeneration of the plunt, or
the cxhaustion of the soil, or mismanagenient and waut of rotations, or the
scarcily of the application of manures, or any other is the eause of the nnzatis-
factory yicld of the sugar cane in Louisinna, it strikes oue very foreibly, that
before all other contrivances for an amelioration, the remedy sﬁuuld be sought
at home.

“IHow can it be done? Let us sclect some spots in the suzar region of the
United States where the sugar cane scems healthy, or the erop is satisfactory ;
a similar course is adopted in districts where the conuary is the case.  1f we
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ean mansge it to embrace in our rescarch a dozen eanc ficlds in various situations
and of various qualities, so much the better. 1f not done before, we have to
institate at the same time ascrics of climatological observations.  Next we have
to axcertain the physical and geological condition of the surfuce of the various
eane districts, and then to enter upon a very careful chemical examination of
the surface soil and sub-soil. Finally, we analyze likewise the ashes of the
sugar cane varieties planted on different soils, and compare the results of the
whole series of investigation.  We shall, thereupon, learn to a certainty whether
the conditions for satisfuctory results from the soils of those varions cane fields,
to which the experiment extended, are uniform and equal, or they are not.  If
the latter is the ense we will be enabled to supply the deficiency without much
difficulty. The soil is brought up to the ntmullm-d of that of a healthy and pros-

erous sugar region, and the same variety of cane planted again. Is the same

hacrepancy still showing itself, we are justificd to aseribe the canse to other
influences besides the deficiency in the composition of the soil, and the want or
excess of moisture.

“Without pursuing anch a systematic and well-understood conrse we remain
most of the time in the dark, and losses are encountered and labor and capital
thrown sway without avail. ’

“Many disenses fostering upon eulture plants, as the appearauce of pernicious
insects, the growth of parusitical vegetations, are very often but the result of
the exhaustion and subsequent inndaptability of the soil, and disappcar with
the restoration of the lutter to its former standard.

“We must never forget that as little as aninials can feed or be healthy on an
inmlubrious air, on bad water, or insufficient and spoiled food, ne little can plants
herevented from becoming diseased and degencrated whenever a remarkable
deficiency or change in their principle nutriment, the soil's constitucnts, ocours.®

N. B.—It was stated at the head of this article that gnano
was being distributed from the agrienltural rooms of the Pat-
ent Office. This guano is the product of Baker's island, in the
Pacific, and under the protection and encouragement of Gov-
emment, was intended to be brought into competition with,
or perhaps altogether supersede the Peruvian article. The
Btate chemists of Maryland, having submitted to severe testa
the samples received from the Patent Office, pronounce the
article to be destitute of any practical value. Could not the
office itself have ascertained this fact, making thus an appro.
Eriate. use of ite revenues, instead of holding out deceptive

opes 80 long to the public? The Maryland chemists say :

“It is evident from the analysis that the American guano
from Baker's island is, as to composition and general charac-
ter, identical with the common Mexican gnano of the West
Indies. It represents a Mexican guano of cxcellent quality;
inssmuch as 1ts total amount of phosphorie acid (39.11 per
cent.) is equal to 85.37 per cent. of bone-}ﬁllmsphate of lime, a
per centage which is seldom reached by Mecxican guano, and
surpassed only by Columbian.

“The almost total absence of ammonia in this guano (like
in Mex’zcan) makes it unfit for comparison with the Puruvian
guano.
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SOUTHERN EUROPEAX STEAMERS—THE BRISTOL MEETIXNG.

Circumstances at the last moment prevented our attendance
upon the Bristol Convention, to which we had been invited
through the courtesies of the parties directly active in its pro-
motion.

The meeting, however, took place, and some twelve or four-
teen great railroad lines were represented. Dr. Mallory was
elected President, and ¥. B. Deane, Esq., reported the resolu-
tions. The Hon. Ballard Preston, late Secrctary of the Navy,
was appointed Commissioner to visit Europe under the 6&,
7th, ang 8th resolutions. We give the series entire.

1st. Resolved, That Virginia possesses the associated and individual wealth,
eapital, and resources that enable her to fulfil, without oppression, re-action, or
unreasonable burdens, any and all the obligations that rest upon her, and ao-
eomplish aud perfect all her great system of public policy. That it is alike the
diotate of wisdom hounor, security, and pntriotism. that the import.aut and lead-
ing lines of intercommunication now in progress, and unfinished within “her
boarders, should be steadily and liberally supported with all the means for their
erfect and entire completion.
2d. Resolved, That no work of internal improvement designed for the trans-
portation of heavy tonnage and J)roduce from tue interior to the seaboard, isor
ean be regarded as complete or fiuished until the means and facilities are afford-
ed for direct trade from the Chesapeake and its waters to Europe.
8d. Resolved, That the natural and artificial lines of trade, which are now
in use and operation among us, are engaged in the transportation of an amount
of domestic commodities and productions, and of foreign articles of commerce
and trade, already sufficient to maintain a line of first-class steamships, and that
the associated public and individual wealth and power of Virgiuia can readily
supply the means necessary for such a line. )
4th. Resolved, That fairness and justice demand that the Federal Government
shall extend like facilities and advantages in the transportation of t!.e mails, by
the iro%ued line, as it has heretofore extended to other lines of ocean steamers.
112 esolved, That the works of internal improvement now in progress will
derive great benefits and facilities in their construction and rupig completion
from the establishment of the proposed lines of steamships, which will add in-
ealculably to the (productions and trade, already requiring direct lines of com-
munication with foreign markets.
6th. Resolved, That, in view of the objects above indicated, a commission be
appointed to visit Europe for the purpose of disseminating correct information
in that country as to the financial and industrial condition and resources of
Virginia, and also to place prominently before the commercial men abrond the
advantages which must follow a direct trade between them and us on the com-
pletion of that extended system of improvements now so nearly accomplished,
and which, when consuinmated, will connect our seaports with the great com-
mercial and producing countries, stretching from the Chesapeake and beyond
the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, by the shortest route and cheapest line of inter-
eommunication between the Eust and West.
7th. Resolved, That our Commissioner be directed more especially to confer
with parties abroad in reference to the speedy establishment of a suitable line
er lines of steamers between the waters of Virginia and Europe; that he be
also requested to place himself in correspondence with the managers' and pro-
rietors of the * grest Eastern” Steamship Company, and report to the Presi-
ent of this Convention whether or not the vessels of that company are likely
to promote the objects of this Convention.
8th. Resolved, That the Commissioner be authorized to eay, in our behalf,
that we are not merely eensible of the importance of this trade, but that we
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are unalterably determined to establish and maintain it on a permanent basis;
and he can assure those disposed to connect themselves with us, that such an
enterprise will receive that support from the people of Virginia, and the other
States here represented, which its importance, commercially, and politically, so
imperatively gemanda.
9th. Resolved, That the expenses attending the commission should be borne
by the railroad companiesof the State, who feel interested in the subject, in
proportion to the length of theireeveral lines; and that those who feel authoriz-
¢d to do so now pledge themselves to that effect in behalf of their several com-
panies; and that others differently situated be requested to take immediate
action to that end.
10th. Resolved, That we invite the co-operation of such portions of our
country and such other lines of improvement, together with the commercial
communities in our State, who may have a common interest with us in establish-
ing a line or lines of ocean eteamers.

THE ABOLITIONISM OF LITTEL'S LIVING AGE—ELIHU BURRITT.

Some time since we warned our readers against the grow-
ing ‘abolitionism of this once reliable journal, popular at
the South as well as throughout the country. It as, at las
taken another great step, thrown off the flimsy mask, an
ingolently undertakes to lecture the South,and Southern states-
men on their future duties. If this work has yet Southern
subscribers, it should cease to have any to-day.

The number for June 20, 1857, in addition to an outrageous
article, copied from the Quarterly Review, vilifying the South,
embraces a paper, on page 754, addressed “to Southern States-
men,” which is partly ﬁitorial and partly made up from one
of the anti-slavery pamphlets of the North. Thus does the
journal travel entirely out of its appropriate sphere, in this
Matter, in order that Sle wretched instincts for mischief, and
for intermeddling in other people’s affairs, which is so charac-
}ieelgsﬁc usnally of Northern ill-regulated minds, may be grati-

The editor opens with a fulsome complement to his “ dreth-
ren” of the land of Washington, Pinckney, Lowndes, and
Leigh,” (heaven save the mark, from one who is plotting daily
the ruin of these brethren, and aiding those who basely revile
them,) and pleads that he once acted with them in their oppo-
sition to the Protective Tariff—a kind of merit it is difficult at
once to comprehend, unless it be of that sort which the tailor
en{'o ed, who claimed the acquaintance in Europe of Mr. Ran-
dolph, npon the score that he had furnished him his wardrobe
In Richmond.

Having gone thus far, we are introduced to the largest
Pportion of a pamphlet, embodying an address delivered dur-
ing gix months in all the considerable towns, from Cape Cod
to Balem, or wherever an itinerant, officious yankee might
to turn a penny, or prate about universal benevolence, whilst
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he cheats a neighbor out of a cent. The address is always
received with enthusiasm. This lecturer is one Elihu Burritt,
well known to the country for an insatiable appetite for some
kind of public notoriety, either in regard to cheap postage,
peace societies, Maine ﬁ uor laws, anti-slavery, spiritualisin,
or heaven knows what. %riginally, he was a blacksmith, but
instead of sticking to the anvil, for which nature intended
him, he began soon to affect somnc curiosity about languages,
and by poring over grammars and Qictionaries, succecﬁed af-
ter a time in acquiring, it is said, a smattering of, we forget,
how many different dialects, consuming thus the tin:e which
any sane man in his condition would have given to rational
and useful knowledge. From that day to this he has been dip-
ping his hand into everything, and perhaps no where displays
more conceit, ignorance, and impertinence, than in the address
upon slavery. “Stick to your” grammars or your *panto-
mimes, vagabond |”

Let us look at the pamphlet a little:

“ No measure short of the total extinction of slavery can cstablish a Union on
this Continent worth savisg; and that is an achievement beyond the power of
any section, or sectional party, though it should enrol in its ranks every voter
north of Mason and Dixon’s Line.”

And how is this extinction of slavery to be effected? By
setting aside the public lands of the Ifnited States as a per-
petual fund, added to annual appropriations by Congress, for
the purpose of purchasing up the slaves at $250 a piece,
(exactly half their value by the way, on the yankec princigle,
of beating down,) and of liberating them. Now this public
domain is the joint product of the blood and the money of the
South and the North, and all the means, which Congress has
at its control, comes two-thirds from the South, and onc-third
from the North. The South must then pay two-thirds of the
£250. Very good Cape Cod political economy again!

If the South enquires what is to be done with these 4,000,000
of liberated blacks, which the North by stringent laws ever

erscutes and drives out of her limits, which were excluded

rom Kansas by the Free State Convention, and are also the

subject of restrictions in Canada, the answer is, that they must
remain where they are, outnumbering often the whites, idle,
lazy, eating up, like locusts, the productions of the soil, and
reducing the level of the civilization of the South to that of
Liberia or St. Domingo. Says the lecturer:

“The Northern States will never tax themselves to compensate the slave-
bolders for freeing and then banishing them, by expensive and cruel transporta-
tion. We hope our Southern brethren will believe this. The time may come,
and soon, when the North, in its intense desire to extinguish forever the system

of slavery, and to lift from this great land the perilous incubus that weighs it
down, may offer to share with the South the cost of emancipation ; but it will



ABOLITIONISM 'AND THE WEST INDIES, . J

be on the condition that the emancipated slaves shall pot be exiled by force,
if freedom were a crime to and as if they must be punished for the &II
Nol if they are ever bongﬁt. out of slavery, from the national treasury, they
must rémain in the land of their birth, in which they have as much right to
dwell as any other portion of its 'gopnhtion. and to which their labor is indis-
penssbleand invaluable.” Now, then, why not at once put them at least in the
very condition if which it is'proposed by some southern economiats to introduce
the Chiness? On what possible ground can you apprehend that it would be
dbeafe to give to the men and women, born on your plantations, that degree of
freedom which you would accord to those idolatrous foreigners from Asial
Would {on prefer Chinese labor because it would be free, and easily obtained
on hirel Then free the human sinews you have bought, and which you hold
88 property, and you will have the best, most natural, faithful, and trusty
Iaborers the world can yield you.”

If the South, again, with moderation and good sense, points
to the present condition of the British West Indies, where the
views of charlatans, like Mr. Burritt, have been practicall
carrled out, (:&on what evil times have we fallen, that our Cal-
houns, McDuffies, Randolphs, Cheeves, Hunters, and Macons,
aroto be lectured by every retired clock-maker,) the answer i :

“We now come to notice briefly the common argument or impression, that the
manumitted elaves will not work for thé stimulus of wages, that they will sink
dowinto drivelling indolence and barbarism, if released from the sting of the lash,

¢ West Indlies experiment is brought forward to sustain this conclusion. There
the emancipated Africans cannot be hired to work; they will see the sugar

ions ruined for labor, belore they will supply it with their owa hands.

e think it quite likely that this is true. We gope it is at least. We hope
tbat the miserly pittance of a shilling a do{. offered, by the ci-devant slave-
bolders of Jamaica or Barbadoes, will never hire many aeed men to labor for
their former masters, either in those islands or jn our Southern States
They never will do it, we are confident, after having been able to buy or rent
twoor three acres of land. We believe that the charge of incorrigible indolence
brought against the emancipados of the West Indies to-be a libel on the truth,
It is the brutal verdict of the old dilapidated plantation. It is the item where-
vith the deficit is balanced in the inventory of hogsheads of sugar. Again, we
3“ our hope that men freed from slavery will not work for a shilling a' day,

eorin the West Indies or the United States. We do not believe that our
Bouthern planters would have the face to ask even,a slave to ‘work for thiat
price, and board himself” '

We have, however, little gpace to devote to Mr. Burritt.
Itis hardg worth while to notice his fi of stuff about in-
creasing the value of Southern property by the action itself,
of striking its chief and most productive ingredient ont of ex-
istence, and we may well leave him to weave his soihistries
‘and talk Zearned nonsenge to gaping crowds of yankee vil-
lages, who are infinitely more ready and dextrous, as all ex-
perience has shown, to steal.a negro, either from Africa or his
mater, than to buy one, unless, indeed, Mr. Burritt’s argu-
ment can gatisfy them, that it will be buying with Southern
money. We dismiss him and the subject with the remark,
that it is not upon the miserable dollar and cent philosophy,

80 prominent in his argument, that the South bases herself in
ber relations to slavery. The question is with her a higher
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one. It is her faith that God has decreed orders and degrees,
and subordinations, and that the institution of slavery, as prac--
tised by her, is one of these, tending to the development of
society and socialism, where it could not otherwise exist, and
to the elevation, physical and moral, and the christianization
of a race, which, when left to itself in Africa, in Hayti, in Ja
maica, falls naturally and rapidly into barbarism. is is her
high function ; and 1n the Union or out of it she will exercise
it, leaving Mr.'Bm;ritt and his friends to swap jack-knives,
converse with invisible spirits, run off negroes, manufacture
tooth-picks and clocks, or nutmegs, or string together figures,
showing how yankee philanthrophy may be gratified in pur-
chasing negroes, and making their masters pay for them. %nt
Mr. Burritt draws the picture himself of his {T orthern friends
and brothers, and we give it from him:

“For fifty years; the most able and astute defénders of slavery have been
Northern men residing in the Soyth. They have filled many of its pulpits, and
the editorial chairs of its public sreu. They have made their way to &e helm
of its commercial enterprise and literary institutions. They have become its
leading merchants, speculators, and factors. They have supplied nearly all its
school teachers; thus commanding the current of popular education. Having
a character to- establish as ¢ Northern men with Southern principles,’ they have
far outrun the native slave-hvlders themselves in geal for slavery.- They have
elaborated the most subtle and wicked arguments to sustu;g.it. Many of them
have exhibited an ingenuity in distorting the Holy Scripturds to this end, whick
Southern born theologians have never been able to equal. The most heartless
sophistries to make the teachings of Jesus Christ and his apostles sanction *the

liar instifution’ of the South, have been the inventions of men born in the
ighest latitudes of civil liberty in the North. Thousands of them have become
slave-owners on their own accqunt, and thousands more hirelings and relentlees
drivers of slaves for others. By correspondence and social intercourse, th:z
have kept up among their relatives and friénds, in ‘the free States, a countl
standing army of apologists for the :Kstem, of almost equal zeal and bitternesa.”

“Take it all in all, probably two-thirds of *all the weaith that sinews bought
and sold have produced on this continent, have accrued to the States north of
Mason’s and Dixon’s Line, as the pecuniary result of their silent partnership in
the system of human’bondage.

. . . . . . . . .

“By popular sentiment, commercial partnership, religious communion, and
legislative action, the free States have lived in qullty complicity with the sys-
tem of slavery from the foundation of the Republic.”

THE NATIONAL RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE.

This is & subject well deserving the close examination and study of
every American citizen. The excesses of Government begin always with
the taxing power, and when they are not restrained, corruptions of every
sort are engendered, official plunder increases, and liberty in the end

jelds. In domestic affairs it is understood that a duplication of the
iousehold does at most duplicate the expenditure, though more gene.
rally the expenditure increases at a lowér ratio. The family of four
children has not doubled the expense of' the family of two. This
should be the case in a well administered, frugal, and republicén gov-
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ermment. The reverse, however, has happened with us—for the fedefal
expenditure has increased from about 38 cents to the person in 1790,
to 82 50 in 1857, Wae are glad to learn that the present able Secre-
tary of the Treasury, Mr. Cobb, intends ascertaining, with some degroe
minuteness, the sum which s paid by the American citizens in tax-
ation of every sort, municipal, State, or federal. He will find the diffi-
culties, however, almost insuperable. Mr. Livingston, Secretary of
State in 1832, attempted the same thing, but without. much success;
and a similar effort made by the census takers of 1850 is equally un-
satisfactory. Mr. L. computed $2 55 to each individual. Our own
ealculations, based upon the census returns, was $3 58 to each indi-
vildual, or $4 24 to each white person.- We have no doubt the amount
is much greater.
If it be true that Mr. Cobb intends also to recommend the repeal of
‘the laws relating to the coasting trade, as it is reported, thus putting
all sections of ti‘he Union upon an equal footing, throwing dpen their
trade to the whole wotld, he will have signalized his administration -by
s distinguished service to the countrg.
_To come back, however, to.the subject before us. We propose pre-
senting the details of revenue and expenditure.duripg the lust fiscal
ear, aud believe that it will be of interest and value to our readers to
% familiarized with thenr.” The total receipts’ were $73,918,141, of
which 864,022,863 were from the customs, and $8,917,644 from the
public lands, The details must be given in our next.

GREAT RAILROAD CELEBRATIONS,

During ‘the last month two monster railroad celebrations
were enjoyed by the good people of the Union. They brought
zFether handreds of thousands and gave rise to interchanges

kindliness and affection between regions remote from each
other, and in many ‘respects antagonistic. It is delightful to
turn aside sometimes from the rough' and thorny ways of polit-
fcal strife into the beantiful garden retreats afforded by those
oceagions. Man’s sternness and idiocrasy is subdued, and all
hig nobler nature is brought prominently out.

Thro_ugh the great kindness of Mr. W. Prescott Smith, of
the Baltimore and Ohio tailroad, we received a pressing inyi-
tation to be present at the festivities of opening the Ohzo and
Nississippi, the Marietta and Cincinnati, and the North-
Western %gz’mﬁa railroads. Welaccepted the invitation, but
were prevented at the last moment by unavoidable circum-
stances from making one of the party. On all hands it seems
our loss has been great, and may never be repaired again.
Magificent scenery, distinguished company, glorious oratory,
and admirable feastings chased each other rapidly over the
route. Chilicothe, Marietta, Cincinnatti, and St. Louis, were
the prominent points of the excursions, and free tickets were
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extended to the guests on over forty railroads at the North and
West. Was ever munificence greater than this? At the head

of the list, and deserving of the lion’s share of the honor, is
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company.

But we have not time to chronicle any of the events of this

t jubilee, which passed off without one single accident,’
t o‘u%h occupying so many- days, and crowding together such
a muititude of human lives.

‘The Hon. Ed. Bates received the guests at St. Louis. In
Ohio, Gov. Chase met them, and spoke with eloquence and
beauty seldom surpassed. We quote, as one may even learn
from the enemy :

* All those who faithfully labor in the commencement of great undertakings,
seeking to realize in material forms great ideas, build far more wisely than they
know. The projectors of the Baltimore and Ohio Railread little imagined hog
much more vast than even their great conceptions were to be the results of the
work they undertook. They contemplated a connection with the Ohio, and
through the Ohio and its affiliated rivers, with the immense territories wa!
by them. But they did not dream that these rivers themselves, were to be
superceded by other railroads, continuing their own iron-track farther and
ther towards the setting sun. They did not even contemplate, I believe, the
construction of the Northwestern Virginia Railroad over which you have just
come hither.. Still less did they anticipate that, when that bnn{ of their o
road should be completed to the Ohio, this Cincinnati and Marietta Road would
be here to receive its passengers and freight'and con\vey them westward. He
would have been counted insane who,should have predicted it. The only hos-
pitalities thought to be due to him, who might then have hoped to participate
KI’ !lllch a célebration as this, would have been thg hospitalities of the Lunatie

um.

“y'To-day, gentlemen, ,v;on will have an opportunity of seeinf how dober such
an anticipation would haye been. To-night you will be welcomed at the an-
cient metropolis of Ohio. “To-morrow you will be received bg; the Queen Ci
of the great Central Valley—astill justly entitled to that proud distinction tho
many ambitious aspirants are eager to pluck the crown from her brows. Theye
a greater wonder'awaits you. e Ohio and Miasissiﬁpi Railroad, forming still
another link of the Central Americén Railway, stretches away still westward ;
and the iron-hqrse, impatient of delay, is eager to bear you on, beyond the an-
ciént limits of the Republic, where the memories of the Crusades, and of French
Empire, and of French Civilization are prepetuated by the name of St. Lowss

“el'here you may Eauu; but the railroad, the locomotive, and the teleguph—'—
iron, steam, and lightning—the three mighty Genii of modern cjvilization, still
press onward, aud—I venture to predict it—will know no lasting pause until
the whole vast line of railway ehall be complete from the Atlantic to the Pacifis,
from Baltimore to San Francisco.

“Gentlemen, I must-not detsin you by reflections. It were idle, indeed, to
attempt to express the feelings which these themes excite. God grant thet wp
may have the wisdom to understand that this our wonderful heritage of liberty,
pr:gerity, and extended empire came from Him, and can only be preserved b
obedience to His laws. God grant that the Union of the States, which. this
great railroad brings into such intimate relations, and that larger Union whiok
embraces all the States of the Confederacy, and which formsthe best assurance
and guaranty of the permanence and enlargement of our precious heritage of
free institutions, may endure in all its glorisus strength and beauty while the
mountains, and the rivers, traversed by the road shall stand or flow.”

Another monster celebration was that of the opening of thy
Charleston and Memphis Railroad, when was enacted at both



ST. LOUIS, MEMPHIS, AND CHARLESTON FESTIVITIES. §8

ends of the line the imposing ceremony of the marriage
of the waters of the Atlantic and the Mississippi. We were
not of the guests on this imposing occasion, having been over-
lboked when the invitations were being prepared, or crowded
out by more important personages, but still watched the say-
ings and doings with deep interest, and much of that feeling
of home which comes back to the heart of the Carolinian
when she is concerned, wander whither he may. The rejoic-
ings were high and continuous, and the rites of hos italit{
never before were so lavishly exercised. We rejoiced in all
this, but regret it can occupy so little of our space at present.
Asingle extract is all that can be given, and it shall be from the
address of Win. P. Miles, our former College mate and friend,
now Mayor of Charleston and member elect of Congress:

“The completion of the great chain of connéction between the seaboard and
the &ruz valley of the West, is a matter of special gratnlation to the whole
Southern people. It binds them together more closely and compactly as a ho-
mogemeous people, having common iuterests, common institutions, a1.d a common
destiny, l} ever there was a time when it behooved the Bouth to be united, it
Bov. Let us, then, dismiss forever all petty bickerings and geclouuien, and
stiod haud and heart together in the common cause of the South.

“It is suicidal madness for us, While our citadel is besieged, and the enemy
Dattering at the very gates, to be wrangling about unimportant 1ssues, and poin(s-
of dignity and ence among ourselves, or casting envious glances at each

der's store. t us remeuiber that all thut we have goes collectively to swell
the common means of defence, and to increase our.common power. Men of the
Bouth, let us eultiyate fraternal concord among ourselves. The South, and
the whole South, is our common country>—the only country which the reckless

cism, and upsparing, and merviless, and ungeuerous warfare of the North

My Wftus.  Let us give to it our whole heart and undivided energies, There
¥aatime when the people of the South—ay, of my own little State— fire-

’ ‘ultra,’ *impracticable,’ as it is the fashion to call her—loved the whole

Union with e steady and patriotic devotion. That time has passed. Our luve
bas been unrequited and chilled. Our devotion has been alienated and transfer-
red. How can we love those who abuse, and villify, and ecoff at us? Who
fake us by the throat and étrive to throttle us? I have no sgmﬂnhy with Shy-
Joek in the play—though our Black Republican foes no doubt think that in in-
sisting on ‘the bond’ of the Cos stitution, we blood-thirstily deal in pounds of
flesh; still his reproaches might well be uttered by us, with a slight paraphrase,
addressed to those at the North who entreat ys to believe all things, to hope
aH things, to endure all things, for the sake of preserving *this glorious Union.’

“Many a time and oft,
Even in the Capitol, you have rated me,
And ta’en my moneys by your grinding tariffa;
8till have I borne it wit{ a patient shrug,
For sufferance is the badge of all the South.
You call me ruffian, robber, cut-throat, dog,
And spit upon my eacial polity— ’
And all for use of that which is mine own.
N * . L] L] - *
8ball I bend low, and in a bondsman’s key,
With bated breath and whispering humbleness,
Bay this: ’
Fair sirs, you spit on me in Autumn last:
You spurned me such a day: another time
You called me dog; and for these courtesies
I'll love you well and cling to you forever.
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“Js it buman nature to say this? No. We cannot conciliate the North,
However much we might humble and degrade ourselves, we could not do if
Their settled purpose and eager desire, is to destroy us. In their blind fary
they do not see that injury to us must nltimately recoil upon themselvea. Pas-
sion is always unreasoning. Our only hope is in unfon among ourselves, and &
settled determination, in firm and unbroken phalanx, to dispute each step and
fight every inch of ground.

“But, fellow-citizens, I have too long trespassed upon your attention. I have
thrown out, crudely and imperfectly, a few thoughts which seeméd to me not
inappropriate to the occasion. This is an assembly of Southern men met to
commemorate the completion of another link of Southern unmion. The great
sectional question of the day must, with every earnest mind, absorb and over-
ride all others. We cannot blink it orignore it. We cannot cry ‘peace, peace’
when there is no peace. The war has actually n. ‘A little more folding of
the hauds to sleep’ and ‘the enemy will have bound ushand and foot." Brethren
of Tennessee, of Alubama, of Geo:;gis, of the whole South, let us take coun-
sel together—let us act together—for, rest assured, we must flourish or decline,
stand or fall, live or die, together.”

SOME XOTES ON MEXICO AND GENERAL JACKSON.

The passages introduced from Gayarre, in the May number
of the Review, relating to General Jackson, and especially the
one referring to the Mexican Mission, have brought out our
early friend James Gadsden, late Minister of Mexico, and
formerly of the military family of the General, who of the
date 15th May, addresses us a most interesting note. We give
it entire, and take this occasion of complimenting Col. Gads-
den upon the probable early consummation, through the lately
chartered New Orleans Company, of that great Southern rail-
road.route to the Pacific, which was indicated and ably advo-
cated by himn wery early in the day, long before it had
emerged from the dim shadows of moonshine in the estimation
of less far-seeing and practical men. To him belongs in this
{natter the rights and merits of the pioneer. We give the
etter :

In “Sketches of the character of Jackson,” in the May number of
De Bow’s Review, some remarks from the “ General” in a letter to his
“young ward” on declining the mission to Mexico, seems to have extorted
the inquiry of the reviewer (as beyond his reminiscence) “ What were
the reasons assigned by the world for the General's refusal to go as
envoy to that new-born Républio{”

There was not much interest, at that period, manifested by‘the com-
mubity in relation to that appointment, and I am more than confident
“that no selfish or cautious policy, which aimed anly at personal
aggrandizement, (so antagonistical to a]l of the General’s antecedents,)
was ever attributed to Jackson's noun-acceptance of the mission.”

As, however, our relations with Mexico are now becoming matters of

ublic interest, if' not of notoriety, and have to some extent been in-
Juriously affected by our early indiscreet diplomacy in that Republic,
and the declining of General Jackson of this first high foreign trust,
tendered by Mr. Monroe, is history with me; it will not be considered
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intrusive on my part, so to respond to_your ifquiry, as to satisfy the
Bn‘blic., as well g8 the reviewer, on the interest evinced in the premises.

Edward” has been long and favorably known, and was a * ward” on
whose advancement and prosperity General Jackson cherished, and
deservedly, the deepest solicitude, as is most strongly manifested in the
private communications to him at an early age, which have now seen
the light through the photographs by the honorable Charles Gayarre,
of General Jpcﬁson‘s characteristics, The letter to his young friend,
beginning with, “I have declined the mission to Mexico,” no doubt
contains the motives, as privately expressed, for his recoiling from that
additional high trust, in a néw vocation, and at the very period, that
“baving filled the measure of his country’s glog.” He was seeking
repose from the obligations of public station. He had in the preceed-
ing five years passed through many exciting responsibilities; in the
campaign against the Seminoles-of Florida; in the hanging and shoot-
ing of Abuthnot and ‘Arubrister; in the violent occupation of St.
Marks, and Pensacola; and in the subsequent administratjons in the
Executive chair of Florida, which involved an embarrassing issue with
the Spanish Governor, after the surrender of the province, and previous
to his departure for Cuba. Such, however, was the enduring confidence
of the American people in'the high integrity, determination of purpose,
and unhesitating will of Andrew Juckson when the public Aonor de-
manded reclamation ; that though there had been much of discontent
and clamior, and severe animadversion on -his proceedings in the cases
adverted to, Mr. Monroe sensibly felt that he could wot relinquish his
hold on a public servant of such acknowledged filelity and exalted
patriotism, and particularly at the crisis, when Mexico and the South
American States were emerging into separate political independencies,
struggling to dissolve the ties of European domination, and coveting
sovereign existence under the American or New World system of its
own. In these State convulsions, one and all, attracted in a pre-eminent
degree, the sympathies of the United States; but as an overcautious
circumspection for neutral rights towards belligerents, was paramount
in the then policy of American administrations—and seems to have
been’ the inheritance of every succession—the obligation was felt to
abetain from taking part in domestic quarrels, however strong, were thie
political affinities of the United States with the oppressed dependencies,
as Spanish supremacy and power however waned. Mr. Poinsett was
designated as commissioper to visit the Spanish American States, to
examine into their condition, and to report on the political progress
made to separate and independent existence—free from the restrictions
of a harsh and unyielding European step-mother. This commissioner
reached Mexico about the period, or a short time in advance of the
triumph of Mexican nationality, in the plan of Iguala. The three
guarantees, and the triumphal entrance of Iturbedié, as emperor into the
capital of the Montezumas, availing of this demonstration favorable to
the consummation of National Independence. Mr. Monroe promptly
nomiunated General Jackson as first envoy to recognize this pqliticarin-
cabation, gnd to establish relations with a young civilized Government,
which thus reached its inheritance. In his nomination General
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Jackson was importuned to accept—for both Mr. Monroe and his able
Secretary of State, Adams, had the sagacity to foreshadow the import-
ant influence of Jackson’s antecedents on this young republic about
claiming admission into the orbit of civilized State. The General was
very repugnant to being again withdrawn from his favorite retirement
at the Eermitage, unless on a call more imperative than that he re-
cognized in the mission to Mexico. Accident made me a guest at the
Hermitage at this crisis in American affairs, and concurring in the
views and appeals made by Mr. Monroe, they were pressed with the
effect to induce acquiescence o the part of General Jackson in another”
sacrifice of personal couvenience for “his country’s good.” It was
arranged, however, that I was te assume the same confidential relations
in the civil fumily, as Secretary of Legution, I bad long occupied in the
military staff of the General.

We were patiently awaiting, therefore, at the- Hermitage, our com-
missions and instructions for Mexico, which were expected to be, in ac-
cordance with President Monroe's subsequent manifesto on our rela-
tions with the Western Continent, when wmost twexpectedly a letter
was received from Mr. Poinsett, communicating the consummation of -
Mexican nationality in the empire of Iturbedié, denouacing the tri-
umph as a temporary usurpation of the absolute over the true-element
of government, and expressing a solicitude that Jackson would not so
comproinit his fame and high character, as a consistent republican of
the Revolutionary school, as to consent to recognise, and to be accredi-
ted at the court of an ephemeral empire in the Mexican domain. True
to liis revolutionary associations and impulses, (Reneral Jackson, with-
out meditation on the subject, promptly withdrew his acceptance as
envoy, declining the responeible tryst in an official letter, correspond-
ing in tone to that which he subsequently addressed to “his young
ward,” and who, I am under the impression, he contemplated taking
out with him as attaché, or private secretary.

General Jackson declining, Mr. Poinsett was-substituted as envoy;
and being leis sensitive at the approach of new-born Imperialism ow
thé soil of the Americas, promptly accepted. The dynasty of the Itur-
bedié soon retited to the tomb of the Capulets. The conatitution of
24, ersaying a federation assimilated to that of the United States, but
n%ore spiced with the Red Republicunism of the French school in most
of its provisions, was enacted by a coustituent assembly. Victoris,
whos seclusion in the recesses of mountains, during the overshadow-
ings of liberty in his country, may be read as among the romsnces
political revolutions produce, was called to the Executive Chair, with
a8 short an ezistence, however, as President, ns Iturbedié had enjoyed
as Emperor. Discord, distraction, confusion, worse confotinded, have
been the political inheritance of poor depleted Mexico ever since her
first struggle for national existence. For a quarter of a century has
the land of the Astecs been pursuing liberty as a phantom—an ignis
Jatuus or delusive light in the wilderness bewllderment of 1deas—pe-
riodically “ hallowing before they have passed through the glooms of
the political swamp in plans and organic luwa"—declaring for liberty
without knowing how and where to scek it, or without the intelligence
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to confirm it when temporary ttiumphs have placed it within their

sp. Like gamblers at a game of brag, they divide on the spoils, and
g:;d up the United States ad the beacon light on'the policy which ap-
propfiates the public plunder to the victors. They profess to waik in
the paths of a neighboring example. Mexican gossip to this day bolds
the American commissioner and envoy responsible for the revolutions
which have followed in succession through the false light of French il-
Juminism and masonic mysteries, bewildering a long subjugated peo-
ple, incapable of a too rapid comprehension of national liberty, or the
process of achieving and confirming it.

The letter of General Jackson, which you say should be recorded
“ijn letters of gold,” is the more to be appreciated as not a srecuhtive
philosophy to guard against personal conflicts, but the inculcations of
experience, which he administers to' a young friend just entering on
the varied responsibilities of life, Few men have encountered in life
more personal collisions than Andrew Jackson. They are the dark
spots on the patriot’s character, the error of which he endeavored to
atone for in the letter to his ward. Commencing with Dickinson, he
passed through the phases of individual antagonisms with Bentong
Armstrong, Ritcbie, Crawford, Clay, and Scott, and closed with Cal-
houn, at a crisis in the history of our country most unfortunate—when
two great intellects and disiuterested patriots were in harmony on the
great principles which originated, and the standing by of which were
the only guarantees of the*Union. Jackson and Calboun were, how-
ever, estranged from each other by a political sect, whose text has ever
been to divide personally, so as to conquer place and power politically.
The stimulaots to that separation, and its triumph over the political in-
tegrity and virtue of the Government, has now become history in the
political antagonisms of parties that claims a record on its pages, Mr.
Gayarte, it is hoped, will continue his. photographs from such “shades
-and lights” as are accessible to his political spectrum. In these per-
sonal antagonisms the mantle of Elisha was torn from the shoulders of
truth and principle to cover a “ multitude of political sins,” still en-
acting under the garment of the “ Jackson Democracy.” The new Ad-
ministration, says. Washington correspondents, claims the inheritance
to which “wards dnd more legitimate heirs” have at last awakened.
At no crisis in our family disagreements, when an alarm bell tolls daily
the dissolution of the Union, can photographs of a distinguished line of
patriots, now no more, be mere dormatory, when sects cf politicians
stimulate these personal and political quarrels to compromise on the
spuils. Cast your eyes over the composition of the oabinets of succes-
sive Presidents since the organization of a Jackson dynasty. The Gen-
eral himself was forced to dissolve his first in order to form a * unit.”
Look at the appointments aud rotation in place, and the difficulties
which attend t{:e adjustment of the claims of politicians and editors
who took part in the canvass and conventions. As responsible as
“ humiliated, ignorant, and debased Mexico” has been held in the United
States for her political dogmas and chieftain diplomacy on the public
spoils, the short carnival, which succeeds an inaugural in Washingten,
transcend any public feast or festival of that character that has ever

7
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been exhibited in the Catholic land of the Astecs. It would be diff-
cult, however, to foreshadow the influences and melee of a fifteen mil-
lion loan to Comonfort ; it would quintrige the three million distribu-
tion by Santa Anna among the “ money changers,” who still hold theit
seats in the American temple.

CANADA.

It was a subject of complimentary and congratulatory re-
mark in the last message otP the President of the United States.
that the treaty providing for reciprocal free trade between this
ootmtx and’ the British provinces had already begun to pro-
du e most beneficial results,

e domestic exports to these provinces reached $22,000,000
last year, exceeding the previous one by $7,000,000 and the
imports showed a like increase, reaching $6,000,000 over the
year before, and amounting to $21,000,000.

We have obtained some minute statistics in regard to Cana-
da which may, with propriety, be inserted and referred to in
connection with those relating to the same subject condensed
into the volumes of our Industrial Resources.

IMPORTS.
FROM 1854, 1858. 1856+
Great Britain.....ccoc0eveee $23,968,328 $18,808,460 $18,212,98%
North American colonies..... 675,113 865,984 1,082,593
West Indies.....cooe0eaneees 2,673 14,132 17,613
United States.....ccoeceeeee 15,583,096 20,828,676 22,704,408
Other foreign conntries....... 1,355,108 1,073,908 1,616,783

Total imports. .......... $40,620,316  $36,086,160  $48,584,876
Total amount of duties... $4,809,004 $3,525,780 $4,508,880

EXPORTS.
1854 1855. 1860.
Total value of exports. ........... $10,041,066 $28,708,900 $28,595,036

Total value of ships built at Quebec. 2,208,248 1,318,544 1,213,156
Estimated amount of exports (short)
returned at inland ports....... . 1,769,080 3,265,013 © 2,288,900

Grand total of exports........... $28,018,384 $28,185,456 $32,047,009
The amount of tonnage outward,reached 6,287,397, and in-

wards 6,199,329 tons, of which the American comprised nearly
one-half, thus:

Towna.
Canadian steAm......ccooveeecnercasesccscccccnsnons 6,287,807
Canadian sail...coeoeivecnaacanans cesescessscacenns 830,726

American steAm...coiveiariincnn . 4,763,826
American 8ailos.iieriarianorironnseiiciisisiaeiasss 864,218

13,245,667




CRIME AMONG NATIVES ADD FOREIGNERS. L

CRIME AMONG KATIVES AND FOREIGNERS.

‘We are Indebted to the Rev. R. Everest for a copy of two
.very laboriously pre}i:)red papers, read by him before the
Statistical Society of London, on

1. The proportion of foreigners to natives, and of foreign
ond native convicts in [ rmecrat St of Europe KA by

$0G,
2. The statistical details of the Republic of Lubec, com-
pared with other Buropean S{;Ia L

- Mr. Everest travelled throughout the United States several
s::n ago, and prepared an interesting account of its prison
discipline and statistics. We formed his acquaintance at Wash.

ﬁe tables of the paper referred to upon convicts among
natives and foreigners show that, what has been found to be
the case in the U%?ted States, obtains in all other countries, tq
wit: a vastly greater amount of crime among the immigrants
than among the native born. This is 8 powerful demonstra-
tion in favor of a fixed population, and furnishes a solemn
warning against those migratory habits which are growi
stronger and stronger among every portion of the people of
our country.

It will be convenient only to extract a few statistics from
Mr: Everest now, but his contributions will furnish material
for another article.

Total Population— Number of Foreigners—Date of Census.
Census. Total Populat'n. Foreigners. Per comt.

United States—Free States..... 1860 13,238,870 1,916,784 14.51
Do. Slave States..... ... 6,222,418 816,670 5.08
Do. 29 principal cities .... 1,949,421 693,897 85.89
Lugbeck (Hauseatic city)........ 1851 42,685 10,787  25.3Y
Hamburg  Do. estimated nearly the same as Bremen.
Bremen Do.  L.ieenen 1885 60,087 10,11y 16.79
Basle, Switzerland, a frontier city  185] 27,818 6,528 23,91
Geneva . Do. Do. 81,238 7,038 23,69
Bwitzerland (the whole country)  Do. 2,392,740 71,520 2.99
Holland....... eseee tececrsense 1849 8,056,879 70,855 2.33
Belguum............ eeeetnaaes 1846 4,837,196 76,479  1.76'
France............. desecsnncse 1851 86,783,170 878,563 1.08
Department of the Seine........ Do. 1,859,824 62,241  4.58
Denmark. ......ceeneeeennnns 1851 1,407,747 13,048  0.93
Mm;; ........ dml‘ d ...... 1848 4,918,855 26,465 0.0
Great Britain and islands in
Britishseas............... 1801 20,959,477 86,665 0.3
London District . ...ccoe0nvanns Do. 2,862,236 25,670 1.09

- The proportion of foreigners in the British Islands is lees
than in any other returned portion of the world; and in the
United States it is vastly the greatest. In the Hanse towns it
exceeds that of any other part of Europe, though it is doubled
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in the average of the large American cities. In our free
States the proportion of foreigners is three times as large as
in the slave-holding States.

The annexed table shows the relation of native to foreign
convicts in many leading countries. It is very instructive:

Tota Toeach Goavie
Consus. pooulation.  COBViets G000 Folin
'ore!
Natives of United States.... 1850 17,787,505 13,000 178.3 1:8.68
;oreigner;.i.i)..i...&.ﬁl... ... 2,210,828 14,000 683.2§ ~°°°
atives of Lubeck and the .16 49.
_free cities.............. } 1831 82,264 § 9.6 + 1:8.09
Foreigners. ...........c... ¢ cene 10,421 ~ 18 158.5
Natives of Bremen.......... 1855 49,970 244 488.0) 1:5.68
Foreigners.......... 10,117 277 2740.0 t o
Natives of Holland......... 18560 2,986,024 3,187 12.8) 1:8.48
Foreigners............coe0 eses 70,856 811 43.9 t o
Natives of Belgium......... 1846 4,260,717 S {4.095 9.8) 1.9 90
Foreigners.......c.oce0eeee cune 76,479 X 168 22.0 oo

Frenchmen resident in De- annaally,
Dartment of the &ine‘_.} 1851 1,359,824 20,119 148.0}

. 1:1.78
Foreigners, doieeecieens ven . 62,241 1,615 259,58

OPINION OF JUDGE ANDERSON,* OF THE SUPREME COURT OF
CALIFORNIA,

I¥ THE MATTER OF ROBT. PERKINS, CARTER PERKINS, AND SANDY JONES,
TAKEN A8 SLAVES UNDER THE LAW OF THE STATE FOR RECLAMATION,
AND BROUGHT UP UNDER A WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS BEFORE THE
SUPREME COURT.

‘We regret that we have not room to spread before our
readers the whole of this very able opinion. It is equally re-
markable for comprehensiveness, conciseness, and lucid order,
and for its thorough demonstration that negro slaves are pro-
perty recognized under the Constitution, and entitled as pro-

erty to the same %rotection as any other property whatever.
e*shows clearly that the Constitution of the United States
instantly converts all acquired territory into slave territory:
that is, Southerners acquire thereby the very same right to
carry and to hold their slaves in such territory as Northerners
do to carry and to hold their muler, horses, and merchandise.
Our Union would not last a month under any other doctrine,
for the South would not submit to exclusion or inequality of
right in the common property of the nation.
is opinion was cxtedp and relied on as authority by the
Hon. Reverdy Johnson, in the argument of the Dred Scott
case. The papers, for weeks past, have been so filled with the

* Formerly United States Senator from Tennessee.
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opinions of Judges in that case, and the public is so satiated
with the argnment, that it lessens our regret at being onl
able to find room for a short extract from Judge Anderson’s
able opinion:

“Mr. Buchanan, while Secretary of State, in his letter to Mr. Voorhes of
October 7th, 1848, (Mr Voorhes being an official of the Government,) said:
‘The Constitution of the United States, the safeguard of our civil rights, was
extended over California on the 30th of May, 1848, the day on which the late
Treaty with Mexico was consummated.’

“This proposition will not, I presume, be controverted. The Constitution is
the supreme law of the land, and all laws and treaties must be in pursnance
thereof. The terms used in the second section of the 6th Article as to Treaties
are, that they must be made b{ the authority of the United States, and this
can only be exercised conformably to that instrument.

“We come into this Territory, therefore, under the full protection of the
Constitution of the Union, and no Government of whatever character, . nor
laws nor treaties, could have a legal and binding authority which would be in
any way contrary thereto.

“‘But the true construction of the policy of our Government will carry us a
step further, and all that may be snina to the accession of the authonty of
the Constitution at the moment of the ratification of the Treaty, applies with

usl force, to any conquest of priority so far as it regards citizens of the
?niwd States.

“The conquéred people would retain certain rights, but not so as to affect
either the p&itic.l, religious, or municipal rights of the conquered, contrary to
the IComtit.uﬁon. N q be 1 b

“It was urged by counsel as a sound argument against.the law preseribin,
rules for the reclon{at.ion of slaves, that u:ﬁexieo had abolished s1nvery, thos%
whd were brought here were free under the Mexican law of emancipation.
This is & mistake. The law of Mexico could only apply to this civil condition
of the ‘conquered. It could not pfescribe a rule of conduct for the conquerors
in regard to slavery.

“It could only have force subject to the higher law of the Constitution of
the United States. Thus, the prohibition by the lawé of Mexico of all other
reliq:::: worship but that of the Catholic system, could not affect the conquer
ors, use that right was secured by the Constitution. 8o the right of every
citizen of the United States to emigrate to this territory, and bring his proper-
ty with him, wu»tperfect, equal, and sqored. The pr{»)pertg here brought into

uestion is that of slaves. e Constitution of the United States was in full

ree here. Slaves were as much recognized by that as property as any other
objects whatever. There were no laws restraining the emigration of sfaves.
Californis had ceased to be Mexican territory, and was under the political in-
stitations of the United States, whose Government alon¢ had the power to give
exécutory effect to any law which should act upon American emigranta ‘It
did disregard the Mexican law of emancipation, as it had a perfect right to do,
and was so constitutionally bound, because to have given to iteffect, would have
been to nullify a political immunity secured to the l;:eop]e of the Slave States,
by the original basis of compromise, to which all had agreed. The Mexican
law was repelled by the political nature ‘of the Institution of Slavefy, and
therefore became absolete.

“ California even, as a sovereign State, cannot by law, declare the slaves who
were here at the time of her adoption into the Union, free, except as a forfeiture,
under the penal sanction of an act, which might require their removal within &
reasonable time after capture. A for tiori, that which a sovereign State could
not do, s territoriol government could not, if it had so attempted, it is not
sovereign. .

“When the Uniué States acquired the territory of Californis, it became the
common property of all the peoEle of all the States, and the right of emigration
with every species of property belonging to the citizens, was inherent with its

use and possession.
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SOUTHERN LITERARY DISCOURAGEMENT—OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

A few extracts from letters received at the office, have occasionall
been published by us and will continue at intervals to be publish
Alas, nothing seeins capable of arousing the South to a moderate sup-

rt of its literature. It is so much mord convenient to say “stop my

view” or * paper,” than to enclose the payment for another year.
‘What a tax must five dollars be upon our large property-holders and
slave-holders§ “ Oh we admire your work, it is doing good, it is ren-
dering our property more and more securé, and you are eutitled to pub-
lic and lastmg gratitude and honor.” (It would, perhaps, be quite as
acceptable and convenient, all things considered, to be thought entitled
to five dollars, and promptly to receiveit.) Long as the Review has beén
published, if it relied upan voluutary additions to its lists, and digcarded
this miserable system of drumming, it would perish in about two or
three years. It must have perished years ago.

The Southern Quarterly Review in its pathetic appeals for the merest
erumbs of subsistence, published a circular lately, which was at once
incorporated in the New York Herald, with some editorial comments.
We quote them, because they contain so many melancholy truths.
Alas, that they, who seem to hate, are justified by the facts in reading
us such humiliating lectures :

%The Southern Gm-tarlg Review is, or has been, fully equal to the North
American, which is published in New Englmd. It has contained articles by
some of the ablest men in the South, and has uniformly been characterized by
generosity of spirit, candor, and fairnees.

“Yet it seems, that this periodical, in spite of the most energetic endeavors
on the part of its publishers, is absolutely dying for want not so much of sub-
scribers, but of subscribers who will pay what they owe. The fact illustrates, in
amarked degree, the singular temper of Southern people. They have the means
to cultivate literature, and the leisufe; the form of society established in the South
is eminently favorable to the development and cultivation of the amenities of let-
ters; and men of great mind and singularly literary aptitude are quite plentifal
in the Southern cities. Yet, whena pe;iogic&l is eettglishod for the purpose of
giving a vent to the Southern literary genius, it is allowed to die out for wang
of paying subscribers: The Southern people talk a great deal about printing
theif own books and ridding themselves of their dependence on the North for
their reading matter; but they will need, before they can do any of these things,
to learn to pay for the works they have. Had the public of t.l{e North refused
to subecribe for the periodicals they had, or had they evaded payment of their
anleriptiom, there could never have been among us the flourishing literature
we see.”

But all of this will effect no _good and change no-man’s purpose in
favor of the Review and other Southern Jourmﬁz We know it from
experience. It is comfortable, at least, to have some friends and to
receive their kind words of encouragement. We extract:

1. From a planter at Brazoria, Tezas: I will thank you to send me your
aocount, and 1 will g;y it with pleasure; and must here add, that any man
south of Mason and Dixon’s line who can pay you, and does not pay, is as bad
a8 & Black Republicwn.

2. A writer from Macon, Georgia, says: The Review should be read by everx
man in the Union. You have, in editiug this valuable Magazine, merited, an

1 hope you will receive, as well the support, as the lasting gratitude of the
the Soath. Such a contribution to Southern and general literature to the
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eciemce of Agriculture, to the political interest of theSouth, and to the com-
mavial interest of our whole country is invaluable to the people. I read your
Raview with pleastire, pride, and profit. .

You are doing a great work. You are bravely and skillfully, and with
petriotism, proving our just claims to be honoréd and feared by our foes, as well
4 {0 be s po_rt.edg by our friends.' You are stimulating the SBouthern mind to
think, the Southern heart to feel, the Southern arm to strike for an enviable, and
not inglorious deetiny. The South is the gnardian of constitutional liberty in
the Union. You are boldl'ﬁlnrging the South to perpetuate that liberty and the
proserity of the nation. @ great fundamental principles of the Constitation
which bave their origin in jure gentium, no less than in the inalienable rights of
man can be preserved at ﬂ. day only by the Southern States of the Con-

federscy. We owe it to our mcee:;y, to ourselves, to the present generation,
and to posterity. We owe it to God and man, to preserve those principles in,
or if need be, out of the Union.

3 Aplanter in Wilcoz county, Alabama, says: Solong as it may be your plea-

sare to publish the Review, Iyﬁope to bo‘:yumbered in the lin{ol yonrpanb-

scribers, if for no other reason because it is eminently Southern throughout in

tone and sentiment. I consider that your work has done great and lasting

in disseminating correct notions on the subject of slavery even at the

It is no longer defended on the plea of necessity while admitting it to

be an evil, but on the only tenable ground that the institution is natural, right,

aad proper in itself wherever the two races are brought in contact; so regard-

mgit, I should feel that 1 was a traitor to my section, not to extend to your
Reriew & cordial and hearty support.

4 A letter from Blakely, Georgi s: 1 am much pleased with the Review,
have made io{ne, and vxl{ makem efforts to extend its circulation. You
ought to have on your subscription roll the names of at least ten thousand
g:mnnl. and ceriainly would, were they apprized of the value of your copious

¥.

& A planter at Alezandria, Louisiana, says: I have not becn s subscriber to
your Review since its commencement, but bought the work bound up to the
timé of my becomirig a subscriber, and have been a careful and attentive reader;
sid I can'assure you there is no work that I would miss more than the Indus-
trial Resources. ‘1 am captivated with {our course, and think that the excep-
tions, whg take umbrage, will be f to be, among your subscribers, few
and “nrg Wirds” I have never in my life been a solicitor of patronage to any
Vork, bt promise you, if it lies in my power, ere long, to send a list of sub-
scribers to the Review: It is truly an able Southern work, and ought to be in
every Southerner’s house.

8. A planter, of Alabama, says: Enclosed find $10; credit on subscription
scoqunt for your valuable pRper.. In fact, and force of reason, it is worth all
8¢ papers of the kind I have seen. Would that it was in the hands of every
«atizen voler in the Union ; its effects would be most powerful. I look to it as
the salvo of the country. May ita circulation continue to increase.

1. Acitizen of Apalackicola, Florida, says: 1 am pleased with your Review, and
particularly .m{h its support of sound Soznlxt.hern pl;inciplel. Iytake no &:ser or
periodieal north of Mason and Dixon’s lipe, except the lady’s book, (Godeys,)
aad have not for several years; and I should like to see such s course more
genenlly adopted in the South.

8 A planter in Williamason county, Tenneases, says: 1 am highly pleased with
your Raview, and wish that it w:ql[n the hands of every Sout.beyn? Planter, as
you show by facts, figures, and sound reasoning, that slavery is a blessing in
the Southern States; that the cotton, tobacco, sugar, and grain, of the South, are

the wheels which roll the car of commerce around the civilized world.

9. A vriter from San Antonio, Tezas, says: Please regard me as s perpetual
sabscriber for your Réview, for I beliove it more than any or all other publica-
tions calculated to avert the great and impending evils to the South.
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‘Whilst referring to the early discus-
sions in Congress upon the subject of
slavery, we might have included some
extracts from the acts of the Continental
Congrees, going to show the ignorance
or perfidy of those who are now pre-
tending that negroes were not recogniz-
ed as property by the men who framed
the present Federal Constitution. Re-
solutions adopted March, 1779:

¢ Resolved, That it be recommended
to the States of South Carolina and
Georgia, if they shall think the same
expedient, to take measures immedi-
ately for raising three thousand able-
bodied negroes.

“ Resolved, That Cougress will make
provision for paying the proprietors of
such negroes as slnﬁ be enlisted for the
services of the United States, during
the war, a full compensation for the
rnormf, at a sale not exceeding one
thousand dollars for each active able-
bodied negro man of standard size
not cxceeding thirty-five years of age,
who shall be so enlisted and pass
muster.”

The Southern Monito~, a new paper
published at Philadelphia to the pros-
pectus of which, we called attention in
our last, gives an extract from the treaty
of peace betWeen the United States an
Great Britain, signed 3d September,
1788, to the following effect:

“His Britannic Majesty, shall, with
all convenient speed, and without caus-
ing any destruction, or carrying away
any negroes or other proger? of the
American inhabitants, withdraw his
armies, garrisons, and fleets from the
eaid United States, and from every
post, place, and harbor, within the
same, &c.

Col. Jeflerson Davis after some years
of distinguished service in the Execu-
tive Department of the Republic, re-
turned the other day to his home and
neighbors, and was received with great
enthusiasm and rejoicings. We are
glad to find thid eminent statesman, still
true to the good old cause. What he
said at the dinnér that was tendered
him at Jackson, will sound like clarion
notes ealling upon the South, as of

“He [Cok Davis] was no alarmist;
he had a contempt for panics and a
scorn of panic-makers; but he would
tell them that in’ 1860, the monster

orisis was to be met. Then shall Ameri-
can patriotism pass the ordeal of fire.
He hoped for the best; but a sense of
danger imposed upon him the duty of
warning them to prepare for the worst.
The time had been when the pulinﬁ
newspapers of the opposition woul
have denounced him as a traitor for
uttering this sentiment. It was a time
when patriotism was construed to be
submission to de{;adnﬁon and wrong,
for the sake of a Union whose soul was
perishing away, and which was being
periled only by such submission. He
thanked Heaven that time was passed.
It was not the Revolutionary time: O,
no, submission was an unuttered word
in that day of bold resolve and high
achievement. It was a period inter-
mediate between now and then—a
‘dark age’ in our political - history.
But he need not adjure them to prepa-
ration. They were preparing.

*That iron interlink, now in progress
with Charleston on the Atlantic, was
such preparation. The Sputhern rail-
road was originally a conception of
John C. Calhoun. ‘ﬁe sought this com-
mercial and social intimAcy between
Miwsissippi and South Carolina. And—
who would think it!—it was stigma-
tized at the time as a project of treasonl
How flagitious, then, according to the
&usint judgwent of that day, must be

ississippi’s perfidy : for she has made
the treason practical—the locomotive
traitor is partially on it way! ‘It
would bring the South in intimate co
maunion with herself; it would develo,
her resources within the South—and
that was her great need.”

One after another the links of Union
between the North and South are sever-
ed. The Methodists weré the first to
split their great organization upon the
rock of slavery. en came the Bap-
tists, and the first act of public service
performed by the editor of the Review,
was, as a delegate from Charleston, to
the Augusta Convention, in aiding and
counciling the division of this church.
Other things have followed. Now come
the Presbyterians. Its General Assem-
bly have uttered open and official de-
nunciatione of slavery. The Southern
churches arein arms, and a call is 1ssued
for a Convention at Washington City,.
on the 27th Au, 1857, for the pur-
pose of organizing a new, or in other



words, as it will prove, Southern Gene-
ral Asembly. extract from the
eall which is published :

“It, (the General Assembly,) has
avoved that the relation of master and
servant—which necessarily involves
the idea of property in the services of
the latter—is a sin 1n the sight of God,
and an offence in the sense in which the
term is used in the comstitution of
the charch. This declaration has been
made, although confessedly there is not
the most remote allusion fo slave-hold-
ing in our standards, and also with the
knovledge of the fact that when our
Constitution was dopted, twelve out of

the thirteen States were slave-holding

States, and many of those who com-
the Assembly of 1789, if not slave
olders themselvea, were the represen-
tatives of Presbyteries in which were
¢hurches whose members were slave-
bolders. We regard this action of the
General Assembly as a palpable viola-
tion of the spirit and letter of the con-
sitation of the church. The principle
involved in it, if carried into practice,
would convert the highest judiciary of
the church into an ecclesiastical de
teA a tyranical as that which T.:
distinguished the church of Rome. It
makes the Assembly not only the in-
terpreter of law in an irregular way,
but also the supreme legislature of the
church—a ition which has been
always repudiated by the Presbyterian
church.”

{n turning over our portfolio to-day

ere comes up a copy of the letter

ich we directed from our editorial
sanctum, on the eve of the late Presiden-
tial election, to a party at the South
whose antecedents on the subject of
slavery were altogether of the sort,
which better fitted him for the latitude
of Boston commons than of Louisiana.
Here and there, such persons may be
found even among Southern slave-hold-
ers. ‘This one forwarded us an artiele,
and asked for its publication, which
maintained doctrines we believed to be
subversive of Southern rights, as well
as honor. The request was refused as
follows:

“My Dzar Si: Notwithstanding my
high personal regard for you, I am con-
strained to return your pn&er upon the
‘true policy of the South.” With its
sentiments, I, of course, differ in every
particular; and it would be difficult to
convince me, with the actual knowl-
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edge which I possess upon the subject,
that they are the sentiments of any
class or party at the South. Although,
in ordinary times, I might not hesitate
to allow an individual expression of
opinioh, the antipodes of my own upon
tﬁis subject, in the pages of the Review,
to permit it at thes time, would be to
bring myself within the pale of the
just reprehension of every man
and yourself upon sound second
thoughts, I hope, among the number.
My own conscience would be the first to
accuse. Now that the enemy are thun-
dering at our gates, threatening, as
they openly do, intestine war and so-
cial dissolution, it is too late, sir, for
good men to parley words as to the
manner of his getting there, or the indi-
vidual responsibility for it. There will
be time enough for these things when
we have repelled his insolent assaults,
and vindicated our hereditary rights
and reputation.

“] regret to find you falling into an
error very common at the North in
referring to ‘the representatives of
850,000 siave-holders,” when, in fact,
they and their families together consti-
tute at least two millions of persons in-
terested in elavery in the direct relation
of ownership, to say nothing of the
other millions, whose relation, though
indirect, is scarcely less intimate. e
rights of even one person, however,
should be as sacredly maintained® and
guarded as those of a million, or a score
of millions.

“Your friend and fellow-citizen, &e.”

We are indebted to Judge Dunlop
for a copy of his very laborious and
enlightened opinion, given in the Cir-
cuit Court of the Distriet of Columbia,
in a case involving the power of re-ap-
pointing to office a party whose ap-

intment is rejected by the confirm-
ing body, as of the Senate, or the Al-

'dermen of Washington. Judge Dunlo

reviews, learnedly the apinions of a
of the Attorney Generals, and pronoun-
ces, a8 we believe, in consonance with
the Constitution and sound public
opinion, against such re-appointmant.
e opinion is worthy of the study of
the citizen or statesman. We quote:
“It is thus seen that all these high
legal functionaries of the Government,
\:ﬁo have asserted the power of the
President to fill vacancies existing, af-
ter a session of the Senate has inter-

!voned since the vacancies originated,
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have done 80 in cases and only in cases
where the Senate failed to act on the
nominations duly made to that body,
and adjourned, leaving the offices va-
cant, . Wirt, it is true, asserts the
same power in the case of a rejection
in the closing hours of the Senate, and
rising inadvertently before another
nomination could be made, but even
he does not say that the rejected nom-
inee is competent to fill the vacant
place under the President’s power to
make another temporary appointment.”

Excellent gentlemen in England have
formed what they call early closing as-
sociations, and addressed themselves to
the traders and shop-keepers of the
realm, imploring them as men not to
tax to the extremity of vital power, by
late hours of business, their clerks and
other employees. From Mr. John Lil-
wall, secretary, we receive one of these
addresses, and are moved by its highly
benevolent suggestions. It should be
brought home to merchants and deal-
ers a8 well in New Orleans, Charleston,
and New York, as in London or Liver-
pool. We give an extract:

“Have you ever dispassionately
thought the matter over, as one of se-
rious moment, and on which you sin-
cetely desired to come to a right con-
clusion? I would rather beleive that
in the bustle of life the subject has
hitHerto escaped your close and care-
ful consideration. In such a case, clea-
ly the wisest course would be to con-
sult the experience of those estimable,
shrewd business men who have tried
the new afatem. Their testimony (a
considerable portion of which has been
ar:nted, and may be had,) most satis-

torily answers this objection. Nor
should there have been any difficulty
in foresesing such result, for, by con-
fining young men, year after year, from
an early hour in the morning till a late
ore at night, not only are they excluded
from the elevating influences of the
reading and lecture rooms, and of the
family circle, but & morbid condition
both of body and mind is induced,
causing a yearning for those stimula-
ting drinks which are ever obtainable,
and for those other demoralizing enjoy-
menta, the sources of which notorioua{y
increase as the hour becomes later night
after night. Whereas, by liberating
young men, say at seven oclock in the
evening, they will then be in a condi-
tion admitting of healthful mental ex-
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ercise, and innocent, social, and physi-
cal recreation, and when the doguyol
places favorable thereto are, moreover,
open to receive them.”

’lt“l:.n”ks to T. P. Bu}nel fo‘rkn e;) y
of the eteoroblz:ckal' ournal ke
himeelf for the Black Oak Agm-uzwayl
Bociety, of South Carolina. It is very
interesting to planters.

8till artother book of poetry;to wit:
“The Worlds Own,” by Julia Ward
Howe, author of “Passion Flowers”
and “Words for the Hour.” Boston,
Ticknor and Fields, 1857 ; a drama in
5 acts, the scene of which is laid in the
mountains of Piedmont, near the Italian
frontier, in the early part of the last
century.

Dynevor Terrace, or the Clue of life,
is the offering of D. Appleton { »
and is published ing vols. It is by the
author of the Heir of Redclyffe, which
was 80 highly ortreciated, and receiv-
ed encomiums like the following from
the leading literary press:

“With a tolerable acquaintance with
ficticions heroes, (not to of real
ones,) from Sir Charles Grandison down
to the nursery idol Carlton, we have
little hesitation in pronouncing Sir Guy
Morville, of Redclyffe, Baronet, the
most admirable one we ever met with,
in story or out. The glorious, jogo,m
boy, the brilliant, ardent child of ge-
nius and of fortune, crowned with the
beauty of his early holiness, and over-
shadowed with the darkness of his he-
reditary gloom, and the soft and touckh-
ing sadness of his early death—what's
caution is there] What a vision!”

Hansford—A tale of Bacon's Rebel-
lion—by 8t. George Tucker, of Virginia.
Richmond: Geo. M. West, 1857. . Our
sincere thanks to the author for a copy
of this volume, which we hail as a con-
tribution from the South. Itillustra(es
that period of the Colonial history of
Virginia, which ante-dates and pre-

red the way for the American Revo-

ution. The characters are historical,
and that of Hansford is given almost
literally. The rebellion of Nathaniel
Bacon furnishes rich material of ro-
mance. In the fate of the hero a mel-
anchelly interest fttaches. Though
vice may triumph for a season, and vir-
tue fail to meet its r:gpl'oprim;o reward,
let it be remembered that the satisfac-
tion or the curse go hand in hand with
either. The story is deeply interesting,
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and well told. The style and manner
are elevated and polished.

Commercial Relations of, the United
Btates with Foreign Countries.—This is
another valuable work issued from the
State ent, compiled from the
reports of Consuls and Consular agents,
and from the reports of foreign Gov-
srnments, for ear 1856, It is
needless 1o say that the volume will be
valusble to the statesman, in farnish-
ing the material necessary to correct
legialation, and that it is good employ-
ment for our Consuls to be required to
make such reports as are here combin-
¢d and made public under the direction
of Mr. Flagg.

The British Poets :
Poems of Chatterton, 2 vola.
Poems of Marvel, 1 vol
In our last we notieed four volumes
of Ballads belonging to the series of
British Poets, under publication by Lit-
tle, Brown & Co. e works of Chat-
°n embrace some interesting notices
of his life  history of the Rowley
Sontroversy, and a selection of his let-
ter, and notes critical and explanatory.
Eighty vols, of the poets have already
Peared. Those of Burns, Byron,
cer, Crabbe, Montgomery, Beott,

and Southey, are soon to come.

We offer our thanks to A. S. Barnes
Co.,, of N. York, for two very hand-
Some yolumes entitled Speeches of Hen-
They constitute. a S:ﬂion of
€ work, edited by Calvin Colton, to
in;ix volu;nsel. el;'titlegn“l.ife

Rrespondence and Speeches of Hen
Clay." They shall be noticed as u,g

. Colton spent the winter of 1844,
Mr. (1}18‘45 il: dail communicaﬁon with
N , 8 ngton, to collect ma-
terial, zn the work from Mr. Clay's
":Pﬁn. and from his own lipa Al-
di°‘lgh Mr. Clay did not pretend to
tate to the author, as to the method
the work, he was kind enough to
TeAQ the proof-sheet, to see that it con-
to an&e:r?n. Benides:xhayin sceeuf
3 (] rs in the winter of
13447'45, u’:'d ortl:iening his own views
of his “Lrx ax» Tinzs,” { rsonal
eOMmynication with himsel &er that
POTDose, Mr. Clay, on th¥ author's de-
Parture from Lexington, in the spring
of 1845, gave him facilities for collect-
ing his own letters, in different quarters,
88 1t was never his custom to preserve

and

oopies of them. In 1858, the suthor
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spent some weeks at Ashland, on invi-
tation of Thomas H. and James B. Clay,
to re-examine Mr. Clay’s papers and
correspondence, the whole of which
passed threugh his hands, with a view
to a publication of Mr. Clay’s Private
Correspondence, a volumg of which was

iven to the public in November, 1858.

licitations from quarters worthy of
great respect, led the author to the
conclusion, that the last seven years of
Mr. Clay’s life demanded an elaborate
work of at least one volume, and at the
request of the publishers of the other
three volumes, he undertook the task.

Men and Times of the Revolution, or
Memories of Elkanah Watson, is the
title of a small volume lately issued b
Dana & Go., of New York. Mr. Wal
son corresponded largely with the pub-
lic men of the Revolution, and his re-
miniscences and incidents of that period
are well preserved. His Journals of
travel in Europe and America, about
the same time, have s high degree of
interest. They have the merit uncom-
mon with tourists of the present day,
of not abusing Southérn society and ha|
its, and negro slavery, and not pander-
ing to the popular aé)peﬁte or such
material. The illustrations, executed in
wood, are numerous. No other similar
memorial of these times can be found.

The Nlustrated School History of the
United States and the adjacent parts of
America, by G. P. Quackenbos, pub-
lished by D. Appleton & Co., is one of
the most satisfactory works of the kind
yet issued by the Northern press. On
examination we find no individous com-
parisons between the North and South,
such as were pointed out by usin Will-
son’s work, and the institution of slave-
ry is referred to fairly and without
comment. On these accounts we re-
commend the work to Southern schools,

The Report of the Decision of the
Supreme xurt, in the famous matter of
Dred Scott; is a pamphlet of some two
hundred pages, published for Benjamin
C. Howard, Reporter of the Supreme
Court, by D. Appleeon & Co., and will
undoubtedly be in extensive demand.

The same house also send us the Lifes
and Public services of Dr. Lewis F
Linn. This gentleman, it will be re-
membered, was for many years s mem-
ber of the United States Senate from
Missouri. No man was ever more iden-
tified with the Great West, nor took s
livelier interest in its behalf The

NOTICES.
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moet interesting political reminiscences
crowd the volume, particularly such as
relate to the Cilley duel, the Jackson
fine, the Oregon question, ect. In fact
every one curious in public affairs
should read the book.

A very original and curious work
treating of the relations of Geology,
Geography, and Hydrography, under
the title of A Key to the G«Iogyz
the Globe, has been placed in our han
by the author, Richard Owen, M. D,,
Professor of Geology and Chemistry in
the University of Nashville. This gen-
tleman is a son of Robert Owen, the

hilanthropist of New Harmony, and
rother of the distinguished geologist
Owen, and also of the American Minister
to Naples. Hehasresided twenty-eight
years in the United States, partly em-
loyed in manufacturing pursuits, and
g:r some time a Captain of infantry in
the Mexican war. In the work before
us he maintains, with great research
and ourious illustration, the theory,
that the phenomens of the earth’s crust
were the result of forces, as fixed and
determinable as those which regulate
organic bodies. Several charts and
maps accompany the text.  To the cu-
rious in science this volume will furnish
uite a treat, (Professor Owen may re-
er again to Webster for the word,
though we consider him as of no au-
thority,) and we recommend them to
order a copy at once. Of the positions
taken, space and time at present do not
admit of an opinion.
ters on Ph;:iocnl Geologz, Anatomical,
Botanical, Zoological, Ethnological, Pa-
thological, Therapeutical, and Ethical
Geology. Under the Ethnological head
the author maintains the unity of the
human races, and thus controverts the
doctrines of Nott, Gliddon, &e., refer-
red to by us in another place. The
volume is published by W. T. Berry &
Co., Nashville, Tennessee.

Thanks to Peterson & Childs, Phila-
delphis, for a copy, in three very splen-
did volumes, of the First and Second
American Arctic Ezpeditions. No
American work has ever been issued,
whether in type, paper, wood-cuts,
maps, or engravings, in a style superior
to this, and we are sure that no work
of the present century abounds in more
touching and thrilling narrative of ad-
ventures which seem altogether beyond
the resources or enduring powers of
man, elevating him in the scale of be-
ing, as the Greeks would have it, to a

ere are chap- | *P
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tion just beneath the level of the
ods themselves. What toils, what
privations, what heroic struggles in
th:e confests of man with sll-powl:rcf:l
an pathizing nature, which,
with ?cl:{:mm, isstriking him down
at évery step. Immortal honors to the
meémery of the fated Kane. His place
should be first in history—the truest,
the bravest, the most selfsacrificing
and determined explorer of the age.
Our readers may expect soon an article
on these volumes. They are now be-
ing attentively read for the purpose.

J. B. Lippincott & Co. send us a copy
of White Oak Farm. or the Olive
Branch, a novel suited to the times,
and sustaining those views of slavery
which are taken at the South with the
&u&liﬁuﬁon, which is proper enough,

at they who plead for the institution,
on Bible grounds, must be sure, also, to

lace it on the law of Christ, which
nds its fulfilment in love. In other
words, the slave is our fellow-creature;
it is & pity our yankee brothers will not
admit as much practically for the free
negroes, who are always at their doors.

Charlotte Bronté is just now a name
which is attracting the utmrdinoz
interest of the literary public on bo
sides of the water. e awthor of
Jane Eyrie, Shirley, Villette, is not a
name soon to be lost—what is mortal
of it may die—alas, too soon has that
melancholy contingency come, but the
spirit and genius of the woman will
live loog after her. We commend to
our ers the memoirs of Charl
Bronté, in two volumes, by her friedd,
Mrs. Gaskell, the author of Mary Bar-
ton. They are published by Appleton,
New York.

The Cotton Planters Manual is a
neat little volume, made uﬁb{&w‘&
Turaner, and published by C. M. Saxton,
New York, interesting to the whole
South, in that it compiles the most use-
ful statistics about cotton, regardi
the culture, history, commerce, an
consumption, and adds valusble data
in relation to the cotton gin.

Leonard, Scott & Co., New York,
send as regularly their valuable repub-
lications of the Englieh Reviews, at
much less than half the cost in Eng-
land. They are works of learning and
sound scholarship, and if they occa-
sionally abuse our iustitutions, it is
easier to put up with it than from those
who pretend to be our * brothers.”
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We are rejoiced to perceive by the
papers that a thorough re-orgization is
about to take place in_the South Caro-
lina at Columbia. The trustees
wmanimously voted the following :

_“That it Is expedient to make essen-

tial modifications in the educational

Kum of South Carolina College, that

e curriculum of studies be so expand-
ed & {0 require many more professors
or schools.
be““m :}u sel;ction of fth; schools

optional on the of the appli-
cants for College.” part PP

By s vote of fifteen to eight, Presi-
deat and Faculty were requested to
resign, with the view of re-organizing.
We are rejoiced to perceive in this re-
organization, that the shame will not
egain fall upn us, of selecting over our
own learned and estimable scholars a
stranger, and that, too, a Northern
man for the head of the College.
Where are Mr. Grayson, Wm. Gilmore
Simms, Dr. Dickson, and the hundred
others that mayl§jn & moment be named !
Believe it, there is something good in
Nazareth if we will seek for it.

Apropos of Southern matters. We
are receiving » few additional adver-
tisements from the South, and would
that the number werd \Freater. Burger
& Boy]e, Richmond, Virginia, have an
xtensive steam saw factory, where

eircular and every other variety of
8w can be obtmined or ordered at

ern prices. Hunter, Keller &
Co., of the same city, are the proprie-
tors of large works, producing water
80d gas pipes, boiler flues, appliances
for heating public or private buildings.
See their advertisement and give them
your countenance.

A friend in Vi

. inia is desirous of
selling hgjam
drisand Washingto

t is on the Alexan-
n railroad, not more
thaa three or four miles from either
aty. It contains one hundred and fifty
acres, of which one hundred and ten
srein cultivation. The dwelling con-
tains ten rooms, and the cellars, out-
bouses, barns, stables, etc., are of the
best kind. Prospect from house beau-
tiful, land fertile, nearly one-third be-
ing bottom, good spring-water, and
fishing ; a good water-fall for mill-
ing purposes. Terms very accommoda-
ungp Address Editor of{bia'Review.
Articles reviewing the *constitu-
tional admission of %tateo,” upon the
Southern Pacific Railroad, upon the
right of Government toleration, and
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upon Texas and her Resources, are too
late for the present number.

If our readers are not getting tired
of the slave trade we will add a word.
The grest powers of Europe seem to
be abandoning their theories on this
subject. In S&ain it is publicly admit-
ted that Cuba has sustained great inju-
ries by the slave-trade treaties of 1817
and 1886, and the French Secretary of
the Navy is on the eve of sending 1,600
Africans from the coast to Guadaloupe
and Martinique. The London Times,
and this caps the climax, said the other
day, “‘not only the British colonies,
but even those American States which
have, to their credit, abolished slavery
altogether, will find it advantageous to
bring over Africans,’ under some sys-
tem of apprenticeship or contract.”
Look out for a general re-opening of
the slave trade.

The Sournern ConventioN will meet
at Knoxville, Tennessee, on the second
Monday (10th) of August next. An
address will in a short time be pub-
lished, setting forth the topics for dis-
cussion, etc. The friends of the Con-
vention will, in advance, make prepa-
rations to secure thé largest and most
influential attendance.

N. D. Coleman, esq,, intelligent and
indefatigable President of the Vicke-
burg, Shreveport, and Tezas raslroad, has
adchreued us a note, dated June 5, 1857,
in which he argues with much strength
in favor of the route which he repre-
sents, over all competition for the
Southern Pacific railroad. The best
use we can make of the note will be to
insert it entire, believing its material to
be of interest to the whole Southwest.

FEarly in the day, perhaps earlier than
any one else (to speak after the fashion
of Mr. Benton) the Editor of the Re-
view fixed upon Shreveport as ‘the
point to be selected for the exodus of
any railroad intended to connect the
Southern Mississippi valley with Texas,
California, and the Pacifie. Acting
under this conviction, he visited that
town during the summer of 1851, nar-
rowly escaping death by choleras at
Alexandria, as his kind friend and phy-
sician, Dr. Davidson will wstify. called
a meeting of the citizens, brefly ad-
dressed it, and, succeeded in having
certain resolutions passed. There was
no enthusiasm however, no faith. The
subject was one which no one had
thought of, and no one seemed to care

anything about. It was even said that
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railroads would entirely take away
trade, of whioh, by her wagons, Shreve-
rt enjoyed the monopoly. The tink-
E:g bells of the stnrso teams which
lumbered over her plank road was
music enough ta the ear of every towns-
man. The resolutions, we said, were
carried, but very faintly we thought, and
rather out of ceurtesy than ponviétion.
For this the editor was demounc-
ed in New Orleans as attempting to
instigate a rival movement to t.go great
lousas road, then attracting such
wide attention. That road was a valua-
ble and important one, but what we
were wantihg most in New Orleans was
not a road to the Attakapas, useful
as that nndonbtedlg is, but a road into
Texas, which would bring us produce
not otherwise to be obtained. Had,
t«herefg:a two g:illionn offdollm been
expen to the west of Shreveport,
? this time the Red river, and of cg:rne
ew Orleans, would have been in di-
rect railroad communication with the
Trinity. In time a branch road would
have connected with the Mississippi
somewhere in the vicinity of Baton
Rouge, and with the Jackson and Or-
leatts road, as other roads would have
connected with Vicksburg or Memphis.
This was our view at the time.
By referring to the Review for 1861
all of this will be found fully explained.
The seed, however, that was planted
at that Shreveport demonstration was
not lost. In a little while it germana-
ted, acd we believe that to it may be
traced all that has followed in the his-
tory of the Vicksburg and Shreveport
road. Indeed some of ‘the earlfest
movers in the greal enterprise were
generous.and eandid enough to award
us this honor. After such seeming egot-
ism we return to Mr. Coleman’s letter:

“My object is simply to correct what

I deem to be an error in the minds of
many persons of the North and else-
where; remote from Red river. in ref-
erence to the Eastern terminus of the
Southern Pacific Railroad. I intend
not to say where it will be, if made,
but where it ought to be. Fulton is
located at the great bend of Red river,
sbove the Raﬁ. You know that the
raft is an obstruction to navigation that
cannot be permanently removed, and
if the terminus of so great an enter-
rize a8 the Pacific Railroad be on
river at all, it should be below the
raft. Bhreveport is a more flourishing
town than Fulton, and is located at the
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foot of the raft. Shreveport, more
over, is the point at which the Vicks
burg, Shreveport, and Tezas Railroad
crosses Red river. It is very obvi-
ous, to my mind, that the Paciffe road
should have its eastern terminug on the
ississippi river, where there is

Petml navigation for steamers of the
argest class, and where the passenger
mn( continue his journey eastward
railroad, or take the steamers north-
ward or southward as he may feel in-
clined, or as business demsnds.

“Long before the Southern Pacifie
road shall be finished from Marshall
two hundred miles west, the Vicksburyg,
Shreveport, and Tezas Railroad will be
finished to the Tezas line, half-way be-
tween Shreveport and Marshall, and
the Southern Railroad extended to the
Alabama line in a due East direction
towards Mon ery.

“Both of these works are rapidly
progressing under efficient Directories,
anda 1t may be reasonably estimated
that both will be finished within two
years—three at farthest.

“I am aware that in projecting the
Pacific Railroad, many ns and the
General Government seemed to think,
that the highest points of navigation
on any of our rivers, should be the
eastern terminus, to connect with the'
Pacific Ocean, This I think is an er-
ror. The proper points of connection
by railr are the Minduipgi. itself,
and the Pacific. Now, as we have

tual navigation at Vicksburg, and as

icksburg is on the 82d parallel and on
the direct line from Charleston and Se~
vannah, via Montgomery, Ala.,, Jack-
son, Miss., the capitols of those States,
Shreveport, below the Red river raft,
Manhu?l? El Paso, etc., to the Pacific at
San Diego, which is also on the 33d
parallel, it does seem to me, that no
other route can come into competition
with the Vicksburg route. It is far
from my intention or desire to dl?lb
age other routes of great works of in-
ternal improvements, but upon s fair
comparisou of ours with others, I think
the route of 32d parallel, all the way
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, is en-
titled to the highest consideration of the
American Government and people. The
various connections of this great line,
completed or in progrees, bearing North
of !get. in the States of Mississippi and
Alabama, will give to this route as
many attractions for the Northeastern
States as for the Southern States.”
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The following letter from Mr. Segar, with the numerous testimonials in re-
gard to 01d Point Comfort, will interest our readers. We are in hopes to see
this favorite old watering place crowded the present summer with the wealth,
intelligence, and besuty of the South:

delightful Bummer Resort—th cular” :&Il sunny South—
b’: rnb gnw of the ndenlpod, mh"-ﬁi“ %e l:tpo‘rhne next, and
oﬂ-:rnlm mhmﬁonhﬁnuﬂm health, recreation,

F. '"::mhﬁm eubenm.atmmqfﬂo year. It is as exem)

thero Be an Eiysium on earth, t is this t s thia
Mrhnmyukly kiusmu’-.sm ':hym.lnbmluho follo

Jotters of Dre. Jarvis, Archer, Bem Bhi Hopo,m , Simkins, Vaughan, and ol

Jmamm.,no.bu.'}l'?m“’ wum%muormmbﬂ:n’n My

mwmwmtmm lh!ﬂyyunmmtolhenmeem

oid Comyort, April 95, 1851, 08. BEGAR, Propristor.
Fedruary 11, 1857,

MY Dauz B1: I acknowl receipt of onrleucr emmngmyopmi’onub

e “character of Old Point hn] as to its exemption from

Md.bmmchm

Auldmolthmyunacold Point Comfort as the Burgonn of this Post, enables me to

bear full testimony to its well known salubrity, and the reputation it has heretofore enjoyed in
its exemption from the ordinary forms of disease, especially those of a malarial orfebrﬂeum
Ww the spring or autumnal months in other sections of the country

md.ummuunm for years past Mermﬂmmymexpeﬂcnoe.not
-mlllhmn exemption that eln- of disease ordinarily &. malaria, but
as diminished severity of those epldemle- that have, from time to

in very portion of our coun
J!I-!n ° lnmhyongveqm
Az, Enq., Rossland, Va. 'D. , Surgeon U. B. A.

Auguet T
Sm: \Ymhvunquelﬂng y mummomwnmmuuoh

My Drax
%nou?oml Poet Sorgron and Physician, upwards of twenty em.mdx
as urgeon a8 wi of
Dave 0o hesitation in ag:g.thuthaomtow,ﬂmylounulnthoumbdg
Tkugw of phcod Setapt from bilious diseases, and I ha known of
no more exem) ous an vo never & case
Yllla,leondd: mp climate as safe from disease, at Old Pol: tcodenﬂn‘
as n

@ satemn months, as they wouldbolnlhemonnhlm or any where st the N
Very mpeemlny, your obedient uﬂint.

ARCHER.

B i sompy =t vou rec BT A
ves me com)| our m; n of
o' Okl l’olnt m'l the nl:mmer m{l “wr;q: v
icine for the last ten years among the residents and visiters, and having
em) wmamemlmmuulyuuadmnme lace is en-
“7 mlou. fevers of all kinds—the very few such cases which bave fallen under
-‘Hmnour t pzrf Lte,n:n “.o::miumlmz dmnmzt
are as fect! season, n nt an
fover, a would be in any mountainous re on’ Patients suf

in
A ly benefitted by a ttoOld oint.
I can aleo state that menl.rmymrgemhnvelnlzrmedmm the sick reports show less
nl‘oﬂlnmﬂnnuymmuq post in the Union.

Joxrx 8n0an, Esq., Hygeic Iad,“&a"mm“” Torg obodteng '""“bxxrm. M. D.

EEE

Haxrrox, '?d
Dlnh Ymdymnmm‘mqwmdmohmdmd n?(')omm

lhnlnn medicine in Ham wnmdoul Point for 18 years, and cousider it as
hhylpbeoumy ¢t 1 know on the the earth. I do not remember haviug seea
Qore s umllbnt or intermittent fover M wu not contracted elsewhere.
J‘lﬂlhn,h. ygeia Hotel. Very respectfully, 8. R. BHIELD.

Haxrron, August 93, 1868,
ltbln&x In reply to your queries con your note of the Tth inst, it gives mé
stale that, In my ophlu,ou Polntcomhnh a8 healthy a locality as any on the
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Persons from any part of our country may remain there through the entire year with perfoct
safety. The endemic diseases of all this region, I may add, have become very much modified
of late, as any one at all famillar with the causes which produce them, might, upon the slight-
est ob:l:rv%tlon, pero:lve. An ordinary case of billous fever seldom requires more than two or
three days

I have not, during a practice of more than five in this vicinity, seen a case of inter-
mittent or billous fever which originated at Old Point. Yours traly,

Josxri Sz, Esq., Rossland. JESSE P. HOPE.
Josxrr 830AR, Esq., Hygeia Hotel NozroLx, Va., August 85, 1656,

Dsaz8in: In.re*ud to the health of Old Point, I have oniy to remark, that ha been
familiar with the lp ace ever since my boyhood, I confidently when I declare it to be
among the healthiedt spots on the Continent of America. Bilious and ague fever are unknown

there, while in all pur ¢pidemics it has escaped unharmed. I would sooner take my chance at
0O1d Point to avoid those diseases In summer and fall than the mountains, or even at the White
Sulphur. For eight years I resided in the vicinity of Old Point, and for the remainder of my
life in Norfolk, thus affording me ample opportunity of ascertaining the fact in question. Since
1819, when the extensive public works were commenced, Old Point has contained quite a large
population, made up of the mlmn:hmd persons connected with the Engineer Departmont, to
say nothing of other citizens and visitors. These have enjoyed, at all seasons, an unexampled
ahare of excellent health.

The United States Government has, on several occasions, sent troops to Old Point from other
stations to recruit their health, and with the desired effect. What induced this was, doubtiess,
the favorable reports of the Army 8 ns as to the sanitary character of the place. We can-
not account for nor can we control fashion ; but it has always been a matter of surprise
to me that visitors should leave the Point just at the time when it {s most pleasant. The Iatter
part of August and the whole of S8eptember are am the healthiest and most agreeable pe-.
riods to remain at Old Point; for the air is bracing and yet mild during the day, and at night
you sleep comfortably under s blanket. Hog fish and oysters are of much finer flavor than in
July, and the fishing far better than in the exireme heat of the summer. No one within the
broad limits of the Old Dominion can have failed to nepn-chw the beauty of our Indian Sum-
mer (so called.) while it endures some few weeks in other localities, lasts the whole fall
at the Point, commencing about the 30th of August. I can give no stronger proof of the earnest-
ness and aincerity of my convictions on this head, than by declaring that if the authorities would

t me permission to erect a cottage on the beach, I would gladly avail myself of the privi-
ege with a view to reddln%!.here all summer and fall with my family. But I will not en l.l.:go
on this topic. There is, and there can be, no dhﬂxw on the subject, since all who know the
1ace wijll endorse every word I have uttered. e health of Old Point, and its exemption
m the fall diseases of our climate, are facts too well established to admit of cavil or doubt;
indeed, to quote the wurds of a conspicuous politician, it is a *“fixed fact.”
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, F. MALLORY, M. D.

JosxrH 8raar, Esq. NorrorLx, August, 24, 1856

Dzar Siz: Having spent my school-boy days in the immediate vicinity to Old Polnt, and
somewhat familiar for many years with the hygeaic condition of the people—residents and

ests, who annually assembled there, I am enabled to answer your inquiry with entire confl-
§:noe in the correctness of my own conclusions. This experience has satisfled me that no lo-
cality in our latitude can be more healthy. Unconnected with the “ main,” save by a narrow
strip of beach land, which is only partiaily covered with a d vegetation, i every
where washed by the salt ocean wave, and without a single sunken spot where vegetable humus
can gather, it seems to me utterly impossible that mal can be generatéd there, or that nox-
fous airs can reach it from ma‘ponlon of the adjacent country. me from whatever point of
the compass the winds may, they are sea dresses still, and could ly waft a pol ex-
halation from the distant shores abroad.

In my estimation, fevers of a bilious, remittent or intermittent type might as soon be expected
to originate on the highest peak of the Blue Ridge, as on the clean, barren sand plane on which
the Hygeia Hotel is built. Yours, truly, J. J. BIMKINS.

Haxrrox, Va., March 80, 1857,

My Dear Siz: I have recelved your letter req g my opinion of the g ] healthiness
of Old Point Comfort, and parti 1y as to its P from bilious diseases.

In reply to your inquiry, it gives me plcasure to state, that I know of no place in Virginia
which &({ Po{ ¢ Comfort will not, in that respect, favorably compare ; and I do not remmember
over to have seen a case of Uilious fever which originated at that

ours, respectfully,

JoserE SEGaR, Esq., Roseland. WM. R. VAUGHAN, M. D.

ALEXANDRIA, August 25, 1856.
My Dzaz Stz In reply to yours of 20th instant, I can only say, that the healthiest spot I have
ever known is Old Puirll)ty(km{fort; and this I say after a residence there of eight or me years.
A very mistaken notion prevalls as to its health in August and_the fall months, and there are
persons who deem it unsafe to remain there at such times. My own experience teaches me
that, for comfort and health, Old Point is far more desirable in August and the fall months than
earlier. Fish and oysters are In greater perfection, and no climate can be purer. or more de-
lightful, or healthier. At any season of the year, Q*rlng, S8ummer, Autumn, or Winter, I would
as soon take my chance for health there as at the White Sulphur Spri or any walerll;:}f Jﬂm
in America. Yours, ver: tmolg, sxuﬁs 8. FR H.
Joszrm Sxaan, Esq., Roseland, Els. C{Oy s VG
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TEXAS.

Scarcely perceived beyond her limits, noiselessly, ?'et rapid-
ly and surely, has been going on the increase of this infant
State of the Southwest, in population, in wealth, in enterprise,
antil the certainty now is, that when another national census
ghall be had, her place will be fixed in the rank of the first
class States,

On receiving lately the historical volumes of Mr. Yoakum,
it occurred to us for the first tine, that we were remiss in ‘our
duties to Texas, and that they might form the basis of a
paper on the State that could not be otherwise than of interest
to our readers. Such a paper must be postponed, however,
for the present, on account of the receipt of a fnter publication
which for some days has been receiving our attention, upon
which we have been making notes, and are therefore the bet-
ter prepared to speak.

er. rederick Law Olmsted, after signalizing himself by
two very wordy volumes, abounding in bitterness and preju-
dices of every sort, and misrepresentations upon the * Sea-
board Slave States,” finding how profitable such literature is
in a pecuniary point of view, and what a run is being made
upon it throughout the entire limits of abolitiondom, vouch-
safes us now another volume entitled a “Journey through
Texas, or a Saddle-trip on the Southwestern Frontier.” Here,
again, the opportunity is too tempting to be resisted to revile
and abuse the men and the society whose open hospitality he
undoubtedly enjoyed, and whom we have no doubt, like every
other of his tribe travelling at the South, he found it conve-
nient at the time to flatter and approve. We have now grown
accustomed to this, and it is not at all surprising that here
and there it is producing its effect in some violent exhibition
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of feeling like that displayed by our worthy old friend Dr.
Brewer, of Montgomery county, Maryland, who persistently
refuses, on all occasions, to allow a Yankec even to cross his
fields ; or like that of John Randolph, who said in the House,
¢ Mr. Speaker, I would not allow one of my servants to buy
as much as a toot-horn from one of these people.” Mr. Oln-
sted kept his abolitionism to himself, and treasured wp his
slanders in his own bosom until cleverly out of the South,
having an eye to the emoluments of book-making rather than
to the honors of martyrdom. How rich a boon to the North,
is this Southern slavery! Said Mr. McDuffie, on one occa-
sion, “I call God to witness that Mr. (somebody of
Connecticut, & large manufacturer, perhaps Mr. Simmons
reaps more of the profits of my cotton-fields than I do myself.’

ide, however, from the Lias and prejudices of the work
on the subject of slavery, it embraces much that is valuable
in the description of country which may be taken to be relia-
ble, as neither the hills nor the vallies, the rivers nor the prai-
ries, are the work of slaveholders hands, and can be held to
accountability for his grievious sins and offences. After a
while, however, these too will come in for their just share of
abuse and villification, for it will be ascertained that they are
but the handiwork of a “slaveholder’s God,” and, therefore, in
every respect, contrast meagerly and contemptdously with
Holyoke and the Green Mountains, the Valley of the Connee-
ticut, and the boundless Prairies of Iowa!

On page xii Mr. Olmsted says:

“1 have made circumstantial inquiry of several persons who have resided both
in Iowa and in Texas, and have ascertained, most distinctly, that the rapidit
with which the discomforts of the frontier are overcome, the facility with whi
the most valuable conveniences, and the most important luxuries, moral, mental,
and animal, of old communities, are re-obtuined, is astonishingly greator in the
former than the latter.”

Nor can this man be so infatuated where slavery is concern-
ed, that he must needs forfeit the claims he had otherwise
earned to an ordinary share of intelligence. Admitting what
is said to be true, though heaven knows the Northwest is no
paradise, and exhibits but a rude and undeveloged civilization,
can Texas, which had at the last census less than one person
to the square mile, be compared with Towa, which had nearly
four? It is exactly the same as to compare Indiana, in these
respects, with Massachusetts! Texas, too, forms a part of the
Southwest, which has but seven, whilst Iowa belongs to the
Northwest with sixteen to the square mile. The former, again,
adjoins the Southern States with but fifteen, and the latter,
the middle States, with fifty-seven persons to the square mile.
Therefore, the discomforts of frontier life should %e at least
four or five times greater in Texas than in Iowa!
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On page xiii he believes if slavery had not existed, the
population of Texas would have been ten times greater than it
13 now, and adds:

“I think that its export of cotton would have been greater than it now is;
that its demand from, and contribution to, commerce would have been ten times
whatit now is; that it would posscss ten times the length of railroad; ten
Umes as many churches; ten timncs as many schools, and a hundred times as
many school-children as it now has.”

But why stop this “#Ainking” and “believing” here? The
process is so casy and so entirely independent of all the checks
and restraints of mere logic, that onc may go on ad libituin.
Think that Texas would have a hundred, or a thousand, or ten
thousand times as many schools, or that her hills would have
been valleys, and her valleys hills, her white men negroes,
and vice versa! We, too, may think—think, if slaves had
cnltivated Iowa, her real estatc would have been as valuable
in 1852 as the real estate of Arkansas—(but that would be to
think something reasonable)—think that the moon is made of
green cheese, and that it would give no light if the “man in
the moon” were to come out of it. ZAink on Mr. Olnsted,
a penny, but not a grot more, for your thoughts.

We extract again:

“I'hold myself justified in asserting that the natural elements of wealth in
the sil of Texas will have heen more exhausted in ten years, and with them
the rewards offered by Providence to labor will have been more lessened than,
vithout slavery, would have been the case in two hundred.”

In other words, slave institutions destroy the vital powers
of the goil a8 much in one as free ever do in twenty years.
Thus the soil of Alabama, Arkansas, and Mississippi, have
been so completely and effectually used up that they ought
now to be not a whit better than those of Massac{msetts!
Now these States depend entirely upon their soil for support,
and must have been more and more impoverished every year.
In the face of this, Mr. Olmsted, you wi‘)l find that their popu-
lation, and their crops, have increased at the following rates,
and the average share of wealth in similar proportion :

Population. Cotton Bales.

—
~ ~ r )

1830 1850 1830 1850
Alsbama.:.. 809,527 771,623 240,000 564,000
Arkansas.... 30,388 209,897 12,000 65,000
Mississippi... 136,621 606,626 420,000 484,000

But are not the capacitics of Northern soils becoming also
exhansted ¥ Is not }?ew England being depopulated for Towa
and Wisconsin, and are not all of thesc States in a degree for
Kansas and Minnesota? In the ten years preceding 1850 the
Sonthern States increased as fast, within a small f%action, as
New England, and the Southwestern followed ncarly upon the
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Northwestern.  Therefore, if used up soils, and declining
means of subsistence, are driving away the people, both see-
tions stand very nearly, it not entirely, on a par.  How idle
this comparison.  Who can say what slave labor would do in
Towa, or free labor in Louisiana, any more than what would
have followed had the carth Leen a cube and not a globe?
There are no facts for a comparison.  Outside the tropies the
negro will not and cannot labor—inside of them, the white
man perishes it” he attempts it.  White field-labor does exist
in parts of the South it is true, but so is cotton grown in Bos-
ton green-houses, and, therefore, Massachusetts may reasona-
bly expect to meet thence the wants of her manufacturers!
The question is between free negro labor and slave negro lubor,
between 1layti and Jamaica now and 1790, or between these
States and Cuba.  If slave labor wantonly destroys the soil,
free labor never disturbs it at all.  The slave negro delves—
the free negro lives and wallows on spontaneity. There is
no middle ground.

Mr. Olmsted, a little further on, quotes some very fallaceous
gtatistics from Putnam’s Magazine, showing the greater immi-
gration to the “free territories” from the slave States than
from the free, remarking upon them that “there is great sig-
nificance in the emigration driven even now from the slave
States (contrary to the normal condition, which is southward
and outward) into the colder free States,” etc. Now we will
refer the writer to an authority which he will regard, it is to
be hoped, with eqnal favor—to wit, the Census. Ie has but
to refer to table cxvii, p. 115, compendium 1850, and find
that the ¢ free States” contributed to the Northwest and Ter-
ritories about one million persons to seven and a half remain-
ing at home, and the “slave States” half a million to three
and a half millions remaining at home, and that whilst only
232,112 natives of “slave States” were resident in “free States,”
764,450 natives of *free States” had left their Aappy and

rosperous home to share the destinies of the blighted slave-
10lder. A comparison of some of the leading Northern and
Southern States will be made, though later information repre-
sent the work of Northern emigration to be so rapid as to
threaten depopulation of villages, towns, and countics:

Bornin Mass. Con. N.H. Vi N.Y. Pemn. Va. N.C. 8.C. Geo.

Ohio..... 22855 4,821 14320 83,979 200,634 83,762 4,807 1,468 447
lilinois 6,599 4,288 11,861 67,180 87,079 24,697 18551 4,162 1,341
Indiana 2,485 836 8,188 24,810 44245 41,819 83,175 4,069 761
Iows.. . 1,090 580 1,645 8134 14,744 7,861 2,589 676 119
Michigan . 6,751 2,744 11,113 133,756 9452 1,504 312 81 63
Wisconein . . 6,285 4,125 2,520 10,157 63,595 9,571 1,611 322 10T 495
Minncsota. 48 47 100 488 2027 59 6 4 4

But to come to our author’s travellings. Ile is at Alexan-
dria, Louisiana, and all preliminary arrangements are made
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for the “saddle trip.” Ilis companion leaves in advance with
the ¢ combined plunder.” (Was cver yankeeism broader than
this? What a “sight” of things must have made up that plun-
der? Was'nt there a “muss”? “I want to know”—*“du
tell ”!? However, he reached a Red River plantation, and
a meal is promptly served up, “a plate of col(]l salt fat pork,
a cup of what to both eye and tongue scemed lard, but
what she (7. e. the lady of the house) termed butter—a plate
of ver,y stale, drl{, flaky corn-bread, a jug of molasses, and
a pitcher of milk.” For this the charge is one dollar, being
stated, when asked, by the woman, ‘“as if the words had
been bullied out of her,” etc. Whether fifty cents was an
unreasonable price for a dinner, though ever so bad, (for
there were two in the party,% may be left to the author’s pet-
ted Iowa friends to settle. We admit that in New England
it might be had for less, secing that pennies loomn up there
into the dignity of pounds, thongh we shrewdly think that
the woman suspecting the nativity of the parties, added the
molasses as an extra 1n the bill of fare, and be it remarked
that nothing is said against the quality of that article. Good
woman, a little codfis, fried in creamn, some apple butter, and
a pot of Maple, would have made your entertainment prince-
1y, and dwarfed the dollar into a dime. Considering, howe-
ver, that the traveller was an M. D., and “suggested to the
woman the propriety of sending for a doctor” to her sick child,
(rather officiously to be sure,) it may be admitted that the
charge was high—very high—and that she should be called
upon to refund whenever he may be travelling in that quarter
ain.

Meditating sadly on the fate of the poor child *ten miles,
probably, from a Louisiana school, and with hound pups
and negroes for playmates,” (who, but a yankee abolition-
ist, would class the two together thus, and express such re-
pugnance to the association of the white child with his
* poor black brother,”) the author finds occasion for a foul
caluinny. “The State Superintendent lately recommended
that two ont of three of the directors of common schools in
Louisiana should be required to know how to read and write,
and mentioned that in one parish, instead of the signature,
the mark of twelve different directors was affixed to a teach-
er’s certificate.” We challenge the proof. Give ns at least
the ycar and the page of the report. It is but another pia
Jraus of abolitiondom. Louisiana, to be sure, has labored
under great disadvantages. With a sparse and heterogencous

opulation, and for nearly a hundred years a French or Span-
1sh colony, educational advances might not be rapidly expect-
ed. Still, the liberal expenditures of the State in the cause
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of education, shame, at this very moment, many of her boast-
ing New England contemporaries. With a total population
about equal to Maine, and with a density only two-tﬁirds as
great, Louisiana expended on schools, colleges, etc., in 1850,
nearly twice the amount expended by that State. With a frec
Eopu ation equal to Connecticut, and with only one-fourth of
er density, the educational income of Louisiana, in 1850, was
in not far from double, whilst it exceeded that of Wiscon-
sin, with a like free population, fivefold! If Mr. Olmsted
wishes to estimate the eﬁ'ects of density of population npon
education, he will soon take away her cause of %oasting from
New England, since we maintain that the same relation very
nearly subsists between her most favored and least favored
counties, in this respect, that subsists between Massachusetts
and Louisiana. For example, illiterate in Louisiana, in 1850,
8.30 per cent., 1 in 12; in Massachusetts, 2.79, 1 in 36. Illi-
terate in Cumberland county, Maine, 1 in about 80; in Aroos-
toc county, Maine, 1 in about 15.

MASSACHUSETTS.

Population,  Illiterate.
Barnstable........ 35,276 59 or 1in 580
Berkshire......... 49,599 949 orlin 52
Bristol........... 76,192 2,718 orlin 28

But we bave not time to dwell further. In Charleston dis-
trict, S. C., the illiterate whites are but 1 in 141 of the white
population.

mewhat further on the parties rest for the night. “For

this the charge was $1 25” to each person, including break-
fast and horse-feed. At the end of every page or two our
tourist repeats these growlings over the enormous exactions.
It is the refrain from one cover of the book to the other.
What a series of martyrdoms. Could such a journey, by any
ossibility, be made “to ]]I)ay”? Perhaps, friend traveller, you
Kad heard of the lavish hospitality of the South, and imagin-
ed that people there moved out upon the high-road for the
sole purposc of sharing the goodly society which %entlemen,
like yourself, could furnish—believing every arrival to be an
act of especial providence! When you offered to pay the
woman on Red River, and “feared she was offended by your
offering her money for her hospitality,” you paid the highest
compliment to the South, for heaven knows you would have
had no such apprehension on the banks of the Connecticut.
There was a time when this roadside hospitalitﬁ was free.
Can you wonder that things have changed in reflecting that
you are one of a class who have been overrmminithe outh,
reliant upon its hospitalities, yet only awaiting the occasion
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to assail its society and institutions, and endanger its repose.
A charge of five dollars per night would have been cheap
under the circnmstances.

The route continues “ every shanty sells spirits and takes in
travellers, every plantation has its sign offering provender for
gale, generally curiously worded or spelled, as ‘corn heare.’
‘On the Leesburg turnpike,’ says the Richmond Enquirer of
a late date, and we are reminded of it by the quotation, is a
sign, ‘ fead for stalk, the proprietor and painter is a Yankee,
and one of the best of those who have lately emigrated to that
part of Virginia.”

The saddle-bags are now in Texas, and have reached San
Augustine: “as to the people, a resident told us there was but
one man in the town that was not in the constant habit of
getting drunk.” The informant, it is to be supposed, was that
* one man,” or perhaps he was a negro, for at every opportu-
nity oar saddletfe knight enjoys a quiet discourse behind the
house with one of these. e inform him, however, that
whilst the last Census reported no manufacture of ardent
epirits in Texas, (see p. 182, Census,) it showed about 50,000
gallons manufactured in Louisiana, 130,000 in Connecticut,
220,000 in Maine, and 4,000,000 gallons in Massachusetts!
l'fhe old story of the slave-trade over which now such pious

orror. ‘

Cba.rﬁed with the ¢ plunder” or Jumber, his chesnut mare at
the slightest pressure is “ flying mad out of sight,” ete. (p. 73.)

In comparison one might excuse “ corn heare.”

“ At 8an Augustine, the morning previous, the children of the house were
running about, wishing the lodgers a merry Christmas for a dime. One of them
eame to me a second time, but secing Aer mistake.”

Poor child, it was a “ mastake” to think of getting fwo dimes
out of the Connecticut * plunder.”* ¢ Done gove, for gone is
an ordinary expression here”—*“1 have sgawed”—*“ 1 have saw.”
Good, but what think we of “du tell,” “ conjoined plunder,”
¢ curiously spelled,” “flying mad,” “I wantter know.”

Here is a specimen of slavery. Our Abolitionist will find
bhundreds and thousands of his Northern friends who are not
half so particular about the price or quality of their Whiskey.

Two negroes converse :

“ Wher’ you gwine to-morrow §”

:§° ou et’:’;:i!ky ther!”

Yo B

“ Good rye-whieky I”
“"

® On page 45 the climax of praise awarded to the nag which had carried him
safely through two thousand miles, was, that he * finally sold for as much as
we gave for him.”



120 TEXAS.

“What do they ask for it "

“A dollar and a half a gallon. I don't want no whisky dat costslces 'n a
dollar and a half a gallon.  I'd rather hev it then your common rot-gut fur a
dime. I don’t want to buy no whisky fur less 'n a dollar and a half a gallon.”

Speaking of the Trinity river the author considers it the
best navigable river of Texas. At high-water it is navigable
300 miles from its mouth to the three forks. None of the
Texas rivers can be considered permanently navigable, hence
the great and growing importance of railroads in that State.
The Brazos is wider more rapid and dangerous, and in good
seasons, boats reach one to two hundred miles from its mouth.
The Colorado is navigable to Austin 200 miles, but only
occasionally, and in small boats; the transportation being
usually by mules and oxen. Cotton is wagoned everywhere.
The editor of the Review recollects to have seen some at
Shreveport which had been haunled two hundred miles over
bad roads.

“These bottom lands bordering the Trinity are among the richest of rich
Texas, 'l'hel' arc not considered equal, in degree of fatness, to some parts of
the Brazos, Colorado, and Guadalupe bottoms, but are thought to have com-
genmtion in reliability for steady cropping. The open coast-prairie grazing

istricts extend to within a short distance of where we croszed. Above are
some fine planting counties, and high up, in the region of the Forks of the
Trinity, are lands equally suitable to cotton, wheat, and corn, which were uni-
éen!al ly described to us as, for Southern settlers, the most promising part of the
tate.

A small cabin is reached near Centreville. Qur travellers
want supplies, the man who measured out the corn and gave
short measure too,” &c. What a keen scent is this upon im-
position! Could the man too have been from the land of
steady habits? but no, “dog will not eat dog,” (pardon the
vulgarism,) and besides, what follows renders it impossible :

“Instead of a small slice of venison, the man cut off a whole haunch and
threw it into our corn-sack. For this the charge was only twenty-five cents.
The pone was twenty-five cents and the corn one dollar per bushel.”

Considering General Houston’s anti-Nebraskaism and the
yeneral dissatisfaction he has given at the South on account of
Northern aftiliations, the folﬁ)wing must be considered the
unkindest eut of all:

“*Sam Houston and his eccentricities’ formed a very interesting topic of con-
versation. Nearly every person present had seen the worthy Senator iu some
ridiculous and not very honorable position, and there was much laughter at his
expense. As he seemed to be held in very little respect, we inquired if he were
not popular in Texas, He had many warm old frieods, they said, and alwai's
made himself popular with new acquaintances, but the greater part of the old
fighting Texans gated and despised him.”

To show the range of wages and prices, we extract:

“There had been a ‘hiriog’ of negroes at the County House the week before.
Eight or ten were hired out at from 8175 to §250 per annum—the hirer con-
tracting to feed them well and to provide two substantial suits of clothing and
shoes.
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“The price of beef at Caldwe!l was two cents per pound; pork, five cents;
corn-fed ditto, six cents.”

As an instance of extreme cold, this was the winter of 1855-6,
the thermometer was found by Mr. Olmsted to remain at 25°
during the 6th and 7th of January and to fall to 21° on the 8th.

Bastrop is a village of considerable size on the left bank of
the Colorado at the edge of an isolated batch of fine timber,
from which much of the pine wood used in Western Texas is
taken. The water of the Colorado is clear, and its width here
is four or five hundred rods. Navigation sometimes can be
had, though generally, the cotton is rafted or floated down.
Along the edge of the overflowed bottom are large and well
cultivated plantations. Prairies and wooded bottomns alternate
very pleasantly. Much of the soil is heavy black, known as
“ bog wallow parara” and the roads of course are very bad.

Austin is upon the left bank of the Colorado. It is an cpi-
tome of Washington. Population about 3,000.

“The Capitol—a really imposing building of soft cream limestone, nearly
completed at the time of our visit, and already occupied—stands prominent
upon a hill, towards which nearly all the town rises. From it a broad avenue
stretches to the river, lined by the principal buildings and stores. These are of
various materialsand styles, from quarried stone to the logs of the first settlers.
Off the avenue, are scattered cottages and one or two pretty dwellings. They
are altogether smaller in number and meaner in appearance than a stranger
would anticipate. The capital was fixed, in fact, upon a thinly-settled frontier,
ata point the speculative, rather than the actual, centre of the State. There is

oae little church, with a pretty German turret, another of stone is in process of
erection, and 2 Governor’s mansion is to be built.”

‘What is said against the hotels of Austin we are willing to
believe. God knows that no libel could by possibility be pro-
nounced upon the inns of our country towns. They seem to
be execrable with rarest exception everywhere. In most cases
they should be reported by the police commissioners where
such exist. Even at the wealthy and refined capital of North
Carolina—but we pause. It is the duty of every journalist to

rotest, and we unite our voice cordially with the author.

t him, however, as we have done, test by saddle-bag jour-
neyingthe towns and villages of New England before becoming
invidious. Speaking of the Legislature of Texas:

“I have seen several similar bodies at the North; the Federal Congress; and
the Parliament of Great Britain, in both its branches, on ocecasions of great
moment ; but none of them commanded my involuntary respect for their simple
manly dignity and trustworthiness for the duties that engaged them, more than
the General Assembly of Texas. Therc was honest eloquence displayed at every
opportunity for its use, and business was carried on with great rapidity, but
with complete parliamentary regularity, and all desirable gentlemanly decorum.
One gentleman, iu a state of intoxication, attempted to address the house, (but
that happens elsewhere,) and he was quietly persuaded to retire.”

Adverting to the propensity for swearing, alas, too common
at the South, ‘“we repecatedly heard,” he says, “men curse
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white women and children without the least provocation.” It
would seem then that provocation or black women would
make a difference! The truth is, if what is said is true, the
comEany must have been low indeed, into which he fell, for,
all the world over, the gallantry and deference paid to the
sex at the South is acknowledged. Here the women never
unsex themselves, but having the acknowledged empire, they
rule supreme without the necessity of resort to bloomerism or
to those monster gatherings which are known at the North as
“Women’s Rights Conventions.” Read the records of the
Northern courts, explore the lanes and avenues of its towns
and cities, and learn if you will, Mr. Olmsted, if the sins which
your brothers visit daily upon the frail and thoughtless and
confiding of the other sex, do not make the cursing of which
you complain, in the comparison, a saintly virtue.

Our traveller’s light upon the home of a Northern fellow-citi-
zen, who informs them that negroes fare very badly at the
South, when they fall into the hands of Northern people.
Meet comment upon the long faced, hypocritical, puritanical
profession which characterize so large a portion of them.

“This woman entirely sustained the assertion that Northern ple, when
they come to the South, have less feeling for the negroes than Southerners them-
selves usually have. We asked her (she lived in a villnge&whether she hired
or owned her servanta,. They owned them all, she said. When they first came
to Texas they hired servants, but it was very troublesome; they would take no
interest in anything ; and she couldn’t get along with them. en very often
their owners, on some pretext (illtreatment, perhaps,) would take them away.
Then they bought negroes. It was very expensive: a good negro girl cost seven
or eight hundred dollars, and that, we must know, was a great deal of money

‘to be laid out in a thing that might lie right down the next day and die. They
were not much better either than the hired servants.”

Crossing the Colorado we are in Western Texas. The prai-
ries grow more and more magnificent. Live oaks, alone, or
in picturesque %roups, spread near and far upon the clean
sward, which rolled in long waves. These live oak prairies
extend through the greater part of Western Texas, nearly to
San Antonio, where the dwarf mesquit succeeds. The oaks
are generally short and stunted, and with but thin foliage.
Spanish moss hangs grandly and gloomily from its branches.

Inquiring at Austin, from Governor Pease and others, in
relation to the German residents of Texas, the traveller is in-
formed:

“ As to slavery, as fast as they acquired property, they followed the customs
of the country and purchased slaves, like other white people, even Northern
men, who invariably conqucred their prejudices when they came here to settle
and found their practical inconvenience. However, no one could give us any
precise information about the Germans, and we had not the least idea that they

were 8o numerous, and had so important a position in Western Texas, until we
reached them, a day or two afler this.”
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Should another edition of the work be published, we enjoin
upon the writer to omit the disgusting note on page 134, if he
does not wish to have the refinement and delicacy, which
ought to be the result of the superior civilization in which he
was reared, contrast very sadly with that of the uncouth, to-
bacco-chewing, and ever-swearing frontiersman.

Here is a fine description of the mesquit grass:

“A great change occurred here in the ‘;rairie grass—we had reached the
meaquit grass, of which we had heard much throughout Eastern Texas. The
fnn of the Eastern prairies is coarse and sedgy, like that of rank, moist, out-
ying spots in New England. Where not burned, it lay, killed by the frost, in
s thick matted bed upon the ground. Our animals ehowed no disposition to
estit. This mesquit they eat eagerlg' as soon As we came upon it, as if it were
an old acquaintance. Itis a fine, short grass, growing with great vigor and:
besuty over the Western prairies. It is usnally found in very thick tufts and
patches, interspereed with other grasses, but in the San Antonio river district
covers the whole surface. It is extremely nutritious and palatable to cattle,
horees, and sheep, and has the very grent advantage of preserving its sweet-
Bem to a certain degree, through the winter. The usual frosts, perhaps owing
to the closeness of its growth, o not kill it to the ground, the lower parts of its
leaves and stem retaimng a slight verdure, unless burned over, until new leaves
shoot out in spring. It ia this which gives the prairics of Western Texas their
great superiority, as a pasture ground, over those of the central and eostern
parisof the State, and mark it as forever a pastoral couutry, whatever, in other
respects, be its future.”

Some inquiries are made in regard to the German farmers,
it being an important matter to show that somebody can, and
does live at the South, without resort to slave labor:

“How many of them owned negroes, that he knew? He couldn’t tell. Were
there a hundred? Oh, no. Were there ten! No, not move than five. And 1
he knew some hundreds of them? Yes, he knew more than a thou-

eand, he thought, that did not own slavea.”

Yes, and we know more than a thousand of those who are
not Germans who do not own slaves, and Mr. Olmsted need
not EO far in his own happy land to find ten thousand who
neither own slaves nor anything else.

Here we are upon the German farms, in the vicinity of
Guadaloupe, and our traveller is thrown into ecstacies by the
sight of “free labor cotton.” To be sure it is in mere Patches,
little oases like Boston green-houses, and the “ cotton” is “all
picked, and none left to waste :”

“A few miles further on, we passed soveral much more comfortable housee
boarded over, and a good deal like the smnaller class of farm-houses in New
Eagland, but some of them having exterior plaster-work, or brick, laid up be-
tween the timbers, instead of boards nailed over them. About these were larger
inclosures, from which. extensive crops of corn had been taken; aud it caused
us a sensation to see & number of parallelograms of cOTTON—FREE-LABOR COTTON,
These were not often of more than an acre in extent. Most of them looked as
if they had been judicion:lg cultivated, and had yielded a fine crop, differing,
bowever, from that we had noticed on the plantations the day before, in this
eircumstance—the pickipg had been entirely eomr]eted, and that with care and
exactness, so that none of the cotton, which the labor of cultivation had pro-
duced, had been left to waste. The cotton-stalks stood rather more closely, and
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were of less extraordinary size, but much more even and regular in their
growth than on the plantationa.”

A specimen of his free-soil, free-thinking, favorite Germans
follows, given in his own language:

“Ie was no friend to priests, whether Catholic or Protestant—he never went
to chureh.”

Ilere is a description of New Braunfels, which is regarded
as another Germany :

*The main strcet of the town, which we soon entered upon, was very wide,
three timnes as wide, in effect, as Broadway, in New York. The houses, with
which it was thickly lined on each side for a mile, were small, low cottages, of
no pretensions to elegance, yet generally looking neat and comfortable. Many
were furnished with verandahs and gardens, and the greater part were either
stuccocd or painted. There were many workshops of mechanics and small
stores, with signs oftener in English than in German; and bare-headed women,
and me;'in caps and short jackets, with pendent pipes, were everywlere seen
at work.”

“I never in my life, except, perhaps, in awakening from a dream, met with
such a sudden and complete transfer of associations. Instead of loose boarded
or hewn log walls, with crevices stuffed with rags or daubed with mortar, which
we have been accustomed to see during the last month, on staving in a door,
where we have found any to open; instead, even, of four bare, cheerless sides
of whitewashed plaster, which we have found twice or thrice only in a more *
aristocratic American residence, we were—in short, we were in Gerwany.”

We extract the full and interesting description of San An-
tonio:

“The singular composite character of the town is palpable at the entrance.
For five minutes the houses were evidently German, of fresh squarc-cut blocks
of creamy-white limestone, mostly of a single story and humble proportions,
but neat, and thoroughly roofed nnd finished. Some were furnished with the
luxuries ot little bow-windows, baleonies, or galleries.

“From these we enter the square of the Alamo. This is all Mexican. Win-
dowless cabins of stakes, plastered with mud and roofed with river-grass, or
‘tula;’ or low, windowless, but better thatched, houses of adobes, (gray, unburnt
bricks,) with groups of brown idlers lounging at their doprs.

*The principal part of the town lies within a sweep of the river upon the
other side. We descend to the bridge, which is close down upon the water, as
the river, owing to its peculiar source, never varies in height or temperature.
We irresistibly stop to examire it, we are so struck with its beauty. It is of a
vich blue and pure as crystal, flowing rapidly but noiselessly over pebbles and
between reedy banks. One could lean for hours over the bridge rail.

“From the bridge we enter Commerce street, the narrow principal thorough-
fare, and here are Awerican houses, and the triple nationalities break out into
the most amusing dieplay, till we reach the main plaza. The sauntering Mexi-
cans prevail on the pavements, but the bearded Germans and the sallow Yan-
kees furnish their proportion. The signs are German by all odds, and perhaps
the houses, trim-built, with pink window-blinds. The American dwellings
stand back, with galleries and jalousies and a garden picket-fence against the
walk, or rise, next door, in three-swr{ brick to respectable city fronts. The
Mexican buildings are stronger than those we saw before, but still of all sorts,
and now put to all sorts of new uses. They are all low, of adobe or stone,
washed blue and ycllow, with flat roofs close down upon their single story.
Windows have been knocked in their blank walls, letting the sun into their
dismal vanlts, and most of them are stored with dry goods and groceries, which
overflow around the door. Around the plaza are American hotels, and new
glass-fronted stores, alternating with sturdy battlemented Spanish walls, and
confronted by the dirty, grim, old stuccoed stone cathedral, whose cracked bell
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is now clunking for vespers, in a tone that bids us no welcome, as more of the
intruding race who have caused all this progress, on which its traditions, like
its impertarbable dome, frown down.

“We have no city, except, perhaps, New Orleans, that can vie, in point of the
picturesque interest that attaches to odd and antiquated foreignness, with San
Antonio. Its jumible of races, costumes, languages, and buildings; its religious
ruing, holding to an antiquity, for us, indistinct enough to breed an unaccus-
tomed solemnity ; its remote, isolated, outposted situation, and the vague con-
viction that it is the first of & new class of conquered cities into whose decaying
streets our rattling life is to be infused, combine with the heroic touches in its
history to enliven and satisfy your traveller's curiosity.”

Most of the growth of this town dates from the Mexican
war, when large amounts were expended here by the Govern-
ment. Goods are wagoned to it from Matagorda Bay by Ox
teams, a distance of 150 miles. San Antonio was founded in
1730, by Spaniards, from the Canary Islands. Many of the
Mexicans left it after the Texan revolution. In 1850 the pop-
ulation was 8,500. It is now estimated at 10,000 or 11,000, of
whom about a third are Germans, a third Mexicans, and the
rest Americans. The Mexicans are generally wagoners.

“Their tools are of the rudest sort. The old Mexican wheel of hewn blocks
of wood is still constantly in use, though supplanted, to some extent, by Yankee
wheels, sent in pairs from New York. The carts are always hewn of heavy
woo0d, and are covered with white cotton, stretched over hoops. In these they
live, on the road, as independently as in their own houses. The cattle are
yoked by the horne, with raw hide thongs, of which they make a great use,

“They cousort freely with the negroes, making no distinction from pride of
race. A few, of old Spanish blood, have purchased negro servants, but most of
them regard slavery with abhorrence.”

The whole number of Mexicans in the State is estimated at
25,000, of whom there are at San Antonio, 4,000; in Bexar
County, 2,000; at El Paso, with Presidio, 8,500; on the Lower
Rio Grande, 8,000. The census of 1850 gave only about 8,000.

Have our readers ever experienced what is known on the
Gulf of Mexico, and in Texas, as a Norther?

“At nine o'clock, the thermometer stood at thirty-three degrees, and, at scven
Bext morningr, at twenty-one degrees. A thermometer hanging in Neu-Braunfels
showed a fall of sixty degrees in seven hours.

“These uorthers upon the open prairies are exceedingly trying. The fierce
wind that accompanies such a sudden change gives them triple effect, especially
as they often interrupt warm, relaxing weather. Teamsters, herdsmen, and
travellers, caught out far from habitations, not unfrequently perish, and very
great suffcring is caused to avimala.  Cattle instinctively make for the nearest
shelter of trees; but, on the open prairies of the coast, they fall by thousands
before a freezing rain, which is sometimes added.

“The northers continue from one to three duys, growing milder at the close,
and occur once or twice a week during the winter months, But a tight house
and a blazing fire make one quite independent of them, and such we found in

the German inn.”

There is at New Braunfels an agricultural society, a me-
chanics’ institute, a harmonic society, a society for political
debate, and a Turners’ society. Here Sunday was observed
more thoroughly as a day of rest, and the stores, “ except one
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kept by a New Englander, was closed during the day. In

the evening there were amuscments, and among them a ball.”

How shocking the latter would have been if announced among

Southern slaveholders instead of among German Tuarners.
The following relates to a sheep ranch:

“ We had the pleasure of spending an evening at Neu-Braunfels with Mr. G.
W. Kendall, of the New Orleans Picayune, who has a sheep-ranch five or six
miles north of the town. Upon it he has a good stock of mares, some cattle,
and a large flock of sheep, under charge of an imported Scotch shepherd. Owing
to some mismanagement, in cold weather, his first experiences were not ver
favorable. Now the farm was in a fair way to be extremcly profitable. He
uses no negroes, but hires all extra labor done by Germans from the town.”

We have here a description of country around San Antonio:

‘““Five or six miles from San Antonio, the prairies rise, in gentle slopes into
hills, which become steeper and nearer one another as you travel further. In
thirty miles, the vallcys have become very narrow, and the hills and moun-
tains rugged with projecting strata of limestone. These strata are very peculiar,
and are said to be characteristic of the inland region all the way to Missouri.
They are of the thickness of building stoues, and lying horizontally, they give
the Lills the appearance of artificial structures, so that a conical hill leaves very
rauch the impression of a crumbling, overgrown pyramid. The soil is black,
but has been wnshed from the square edges. Wherever it exists, grass grows,
even over the sumrnits of the mountains, if they be not bare rocks. In the
smaller valleys, particularly, the following day, we found ourselves in real
Sonora scenery. The stunted live oaks were rarely to be seen, besides grass,
'.l;erc were”o:ﬁy large cacti, yuccas, and agaves, scattered over the arid rocky
clevations.

The following statistics of the comparative production of a
sheep farm and a cotton plantation may be of some value,
though we-have no doubt that abolition prejudices against slave
labor, and all that is connected with it, colors the picture:

SHEEP ON A LARGE SCALE

Land—1,000 acres, at $2. ....c0vivennnnn cerees 82,000
House and furniture. .....oviiiiieeniiimnennens 4,000
Fencing and ploughing, by contract....... ... ... 2,000
Tools, horses, wagorts, ....... cecssesrmessiananes 1,500

24,125 Northern sheep, at 4. ....ociiiiiiinnns 96,500
Improved bucks. .oo.oviiviviiiiiiinnaninnnees 14,000

Capital outlay......ovvniiiiienensanes.  $120,000
ANNUAL PRODUCTION.
40,600 1ba wool, at 25 centa. . .v.vierrennnoreneroanns .. $10,000
18,000 lambs, (25 per cent lost,) at $4..oooiviiievnnannn. 72,000
2,000
Deduct wages, 100 Mexican shepherds, at $180........... $18,000 '
. 10 head o 5000 ciiiennns 5,000
“ 1 builiffe . ooeeeennnne. 14000 00nnnnn., 1,400
u 14 farm hands. .....ooo0 2000, ..00.0..n. 2,800
“ 1 farm foreman. . ....o. 600..0euenn.. 500
Dednet interest on 115,000, at 8 percent......ouenen. 9,200

—— 36,000

Clear returhe, . ..ovvi vt iiiinmmunsseooreossensss $45,100
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COTTON ON A LARGE SCALE.

Land—2,000 acres, bottom, at $8 50........... .. 817,000

50 Krime field hands, at $1,000........... ceeaans 50,000

50 half hands, at...... 600. . 30,000

50 quarter hands, at... 800.................. 15,000

House and furniture............... " 4,000

Quarters and overseers’ houses. . ... 2,000

Mules and tools. .. ... teeeeseneenannes 2,000

Capital outlay............. tesreeeieenees $120,000

ANNUAL PRODUCTION.

At 1 bales per hand, of 450 1bs. 158,400 lbs., at 8 cents............ $12,672
Ircrease of slaves, at § per cent., $4,750.......00000eneeennn 4,750
817,422

Deduct annual expenses..........occoiiiiiiieniinaanes $1,000

b interest on $120,000, at 8 percent.......c00uennn 9,600 .
10,600
Clear rcturns. . ... Ceseseetasecnnas ceerecane ceeeneaes 86,822

Seguin is described as the prettiest town in Texas, and the
Guadaloupe is pictured thus:

**The bottom lands of the Guadalupe here are usually from two to four miles
wide. They are said to be less subject to overflow than those of any other
large river in Texas. They are covered with timber, which is mainly heavy
and very valnable, especially so here where timber of any kind is difficult to be
procu The principal sorts are white-onk, pecan, walnut, hickory, box-alder,
mulberry, cotton-wood, and cypresa.

“Exterior to the timber, on each side, is generally a portion of flat bottom-
prairie. It has a rich, black, clay soil, difficult to work, but producing heavy
crops.  Beyond this bottom-prairie, the surface rises abruptly to uplande, which
present a good deal of variety in soil and scenery. The largest part is rolling

rairie, with some chapparal and groves of live-oaks near the terrace. Further

k are sandy elevated tracks, the soil of which is comparatively poor and
eovered by a thin growth of post-onks.

“The banks of the river, on both sides, are considered to be well settled.
The houses of the residents are, perhape, a mile apart on the more valuable
gns On the east side are some families who came here Lefore the Revolution.

ost of the settlers are extensive herdsmen aud small planters. The planta-
tions have a small front on the river, and extend back sometimes several miles
over the npland ‘vnirie. no part of which is inclosed. Ouly the best of the

bottom land is cultivated, and of that, probably, much less than a hundredth
port”

[lere follows an account of Lavacca:

“Tavacen seemed to recede as we drew nearit.  We saw the masts of vessels
two hours before we reached the town. We found a very indifferent hotel, but
luckily, a capital stable, where we saw our jaded horses rubbed thoroughly drf
and well fed. The town stands on the edge of the bay, the surface of which
is wme fiftcen feet below the prairie. The streets were now completely flooded.
It lacks churches, school-houses, a public square, shade-trees, and Venetian blinds,
but, in other respects, reminds-one completely of a sinall New England seaport
or fishing village. There were four New York schooners at the end of long,
slightly-huilt jetties, and three or four smaller bay craft. There is no rise and
fall of tide of consequence, but the depth of water is changed by the prevailing
winds. There are said to be seven feet of water in the channel; the depth,
however, varies with the residence of your informnnt, and is only to be cor-
tectly ascortained from the Coast Pilot.
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Indianola is next referred to:

“The beach on which the town is built is some three hundred yards in width,
and extends about a mile in length, having but two parallel streets, front and
back. It has a more busy and prosperous appearance than Lavacca, and is
nmuch larger, but is said to have less heavy business, and less capital. The
rivairy is extreme and amusing. At Lavacca we heard of Indianola as ‘a little
village down the bay (they call it Indianola) where our vessels sometimes land
goods on their way up.’ Each consider the other to be sickly. Indiancla has
the adrantage of the best water, and of the New Orleans steamers, which land
at Powderlicrn, a sort of hotel suburb, four miles below, by a hard beach-road,
where nine to ten feet of water can be carried.  Lavacca has the advantage of
twelve miles’ distance in land-carrviage, which, in the preseut state of tranepor-
tation, is an iraportant consideration, though the distance from hard roads across
the low level praivie is about the zamne.  Schoouers, of ordinary coasting draught,
eou without difficulty to the wharves of Indianola, and with greater difficulty,
and with sonze liability to detention from grounding, to Lavacea, through a
channel kept open by a steam dredge.

“Ships from Europe lie several miles below Indiancla, outside a bar, as at
Mobile, and must cuiploy lighterage to either town,  There are two towns, of
a speculative character, laid out further down the bay, La Salle and Saluria,
the former on the oain, the latter upon Matagorda l:laud, and the proposed
terminus of the Sau Antonig and Gulf Railroad. The mutual jealousy among
the speculators in these several towns is innense, It is unly certuin, at present,
that some one great town must grox up upon Matagorda Bay, which will be
forever the great sea-gate of Western Texas.”

Victor Considerant and his comnmunity are admitted to a
passing notice :

At the Lead of the Sabinal are a number of non-slaveholding farmers, from
Northern States, engaged in sheep and cattle-raising, settled together upon a
rich and sheltered tract of pasture.  To the same place, if I am correct! ? in-
formed, Vicior Coxsiperast has brought the remnaut of his communist colony.
His first position was a very ill-chosen one, upon Trinity river, in Dallas county,
ariid a popalation of planters, who looked with extrewe coldness and jealousy
upon such an ineursion as that of a thousand French ‘agrarians,’ all foreigners,
aud, per toree, frec-labor men.  The experiment appears to have been a brief
oue.  The eolony, which arived in the winter of 1554-5, was already, at the
er:d of one scason, shattered and dizpersed. A few remained upon the domain
of the assuciation, with some scparate organization; a few were faithful to Con-
eilerant, and have followed him to this new and more hopeful position, while
the great bady scattered, to try their own fortunes, over the State. The more
intimate reasons and circumstances of the failure are not yet publie”

The Indian tribes of Texas are passing into rapid decay. In
1553 the total number of Indians in the State was estimated
at 20,000, Mr. Olsted thinks that in 1856 the number did
not exceed 12,000, Some 1,500 Indians till the reservation on
the clear fork of the Drazos, and make good crops; 3,000
semi-civilized Crecks, Delawares, and Cherokees are in East-
ern Texas; in the north 1,000 Washita and Wacos. There are
3,000 Camanches, 1,000 Lipans, &c., and 4,000 of all other
stragglers.

Here follows a deseription of the old Texas Rangers, so fa-
mous in the chronicles of the State:

“Any one, having obtained from the Government a commission to form a
rarging-comnpany, advertised a rendezvous, where all wishing to join thould be
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on hand at a specified time, when they were inspected by the eulisting officer.
The men furnished their own horses, (American or large mustangs,) saddles.
!;_i;wla and knives—the State providing ouly rifles. The pay was§25 per month.
e recruiting officer was only l;rovisimm"y captain, the corps, when organized
for eerviee, choosing its own leaders.  Rations of hard bread and pork, or, some-
times, fresh beef, flour, rice, sugar, aud coffee, were served out once in four days,
with a bushel of corn and hay for the horse.  1f sent on a separate scout where
ratione could not be taken, they were drawn and sold on their return, the party
enbsisting upon game.
“They carried no tents, and seldom employed baggage wagons. Where they
were to make a long camp, they usually built log huts, otherwize, lay, rolled in
their blankets, wherever they pleased, within the lines of their sentinels.”

Referring to the frequent runnings away of slaves on the
Texas frontier into Mexico, thus greatly aftecting the value of
that property on the line, the author delivers himself of some
fine sentimentality :

“Brave negro! say I. ITe fuces all that is terrible to man for the chance of
liberty, from hunger and thirst to every nasty form of four-footed and two-
footed devil. I fear I should myself sutfer the last servile indignitics before
tetting foot in such a net of concentrated torture. I pity the man whose sym-
nathies would not warm to a dog under these odds.  How can they be held
ack from the slave who is driven to assert his clain to manhoodt”

Said one of the author’s favorite Gieriman friends, a settler:

*“‘That German must be a Judas who would do aught to hinder a man who
was flecing toward liberty !’ was the reply of my informant.”

The following account is given of IIouston:

“Houston, at the head of the navigation of Buffalo Bayou, has had for many
years the advantage of being the point of transhipinent of a great part of the
merchandise that enters or leaves the State. It shows many agreeable signs of
the wealth accumulated, in home-like, retired residences, its large and good
hotel, its well supplied shops, and its shaded streeta The principal thorough-
fare, opening from the steamnboat landing, is the busicat we saw in Texas. Near
the bayou are extensive cotton sheds, and huge exposed piles of bales. The
bayou itself is bardly larger than an ordinary canal, and steamboats would be
unable to turn, were it not for a deep creek opposite the levee, up which they
can puch their stems, There are several neat churches, a theatre (within the
walls of a steam saw-mill,) and a most remarkable number of showy bar rooms
and gambling saloons.

“ A curious feature of the town is the appearance of small cisterns of tar, in
which long handled dippers are floating, at the edge of the sidewalk, at the
front of each store. This is for the use of the swarming wagoners,

“ Houston (proneunced IHewston) has the reputation of %cing an unhealthy
residence. The country around it is low and flat, and generally covered by
pines It is settled by emall farmers, many of whom are Germans, owning -a
few cattle, and drawing a meagre subsistence from the thin soil. A large num-

ber of unfortunate emigrants, who arrive with exhausted purses, remain in the
town at labor, or purchase a little patch or cabin in the vicinity. The greater
part of the small tradesmen and mechanies of the town are German.”

The area of Texas is 237,504 square miles, and not 274,362
miles, as stated by Mr. Olmsted. That area is equal to-double
the extent of New York and Virginia combined. The seve--
ral cections of the State are well marked. The Northeast Lias
been attracting the greatest immigration, being accessible to

Ly

-4



130 TEXAS.

the Mississippi, and having lands adapted to wheat as well as
cotton. Small proprietors are the most numerons. The east- .
ern counties are wooded ; in the central, prairies alternate
with forests ; but, on the west, prairie lands prevail, and of
course wood is very scarce. Still a sufficiency may be gener-
ally had. The Red River soils are peculiarly rich and red.
The prairies are stocked with wire grass, described to be very
nutricious, though not equal to the mesquit. Wheat comes to

eat perfection, and samples weighing seventy-two pounds to
the bushel have been shown, the average being sixty-two.
The field adapted to this crop is boundless. The population
of the northeastern section of Texas reaches already 135,000
to 150,000. The increase of slaves, in five years, has been
from 15,000 to 25,000, chiefly in Smith, Cass, Upshur, Harri-
son, and Titus counties. In the extreme portion of this sec-
tion the lands are not adapted to agriculture, and scarcely to
cattle raising. The water is bad, the country desolate and
broken, and the drougths extreme. Capt. Marcy, who ex-
plored the region, speaks of fertile bottoms on the Little We-
chita and the upper Red River, but lying within the Indian
territory.

Eastern Texas is considered to be less fertile, except in farm-
ing spots, than other parts of the State, and is apparently sta-
tionary. About one-third of the population are slaves.

Central Texas comprises the oldest American settlements,
and some of the richest bottom lands in the State. The coast
prairies extend sixty or eighty miles inland, and are made fer-
tile by being traversed by small streams. The prairie soil is
lighter than the black soils of the west, and is easily exhaust-
ed; but the lowlands are unsurpassed. The sugar lands of
the State are estimated at more than than seven n.illions of
acres, and the best are quite equal to any in Louisiana, without
requiring the expense of keeé)mg up which is nceessary there.
Brazoria and Matagorda produce sugar largely, and abound in
this quality of soil. Central Texas furnishes the heaviest
amounts of cotton, and Colorado and Washington counties
take the lead.

Western Texas consists of a settled and an unsettled district,
the former lying between the Colorado and the Nueces. The
country is beautiful, and endowed by nature with every rich
and inviting quality. Beyond the flat coast prairies, which
extend forty miles inland, the lands gently swell to the base
of the Guadaloupe range. The advantages of pasturage are
unrivalled. Grasses abound in winter or summecr, the streams
are clear, and the soil is enriched by black calcareous loam.
As a set off, however, it may be remarked, that timber is
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scarce, and Indians sometimes troublesome. The north winds
from the plains above are trying. Mexicans occupy a large
mrtion of western Texas, and a stream of Germans has also

en pouring in, the number now being estimated at 35,000.
They are described by Mr. Olmsted as doing well, but as theo-
retically opposed to slavery, though practically caring nothing
about it, and, in general, having no disposition to interfere
where it is concerned. However, he seems to rejoice in the
idea of constituting from them a cordon of free States to sting
the South in her own limits. The event will show his griev-
ous disappointment. 'We make a single extract:

“Ia social and political relations, the Germans do not occupy the position to
which their force and character should entitle them. They mingle little with
the Americans, except for the necessary buying and selling. The manners and
ideals of the Texans and of the Germans are hopelessly divergent, and the two
races have made little acquaintance, ohserving one another apart with unfeigned
curisity, often tempered with mutual contempt. The Americans have the
prestige of pre-occupation, of accustomed dominance over Mexicans and slaves,
of language, capital, political power, and vociferous assumption. The Germans,
quiet, and engrossed in their own business, by nature law-abiding and patient,
sabmit to be governed with little marmuring.”

The part of western Texas, which adjoins Mexico, is reputed
almost a desert. The rain so seldom falls that ordinary vegeta-
tion perishes for lack of moisture. It is, however, said, that
great changes have taken place of late, owing to the settlement
of contignous country. New springs are continually breakin
out where none existed before. The volume of water in a
of the Texas rivers is steadily increasing, and there is an in-
creased growth of grass and trees upon the plains. All of this
will be very fortunate for the State if it may be permanently

relied upon. .

Northwestern Texas closes Mr. Olmsted’s labors, and will
close ours. We give one more extract, together with some
statistical tables from the book, and will, in our next, take up
the political and civil history of the State, passing very care-
fully through the volumes of Mr. Yoakum :

“Northwestern Texas has for its chief feature the Liano Estacado, or Staked
Plain, an immense desolate, barren table-land, stretching from the Canadian to
the Pecos. Itisa .rfectl{elcvel desert, more than two thousand feet above
the sea, destitute of water, bearing no tree, and, during a great part of the year,
only dried grass, supporting no permanent animal life, and probably destined
¢to be of little service to man. Its surface is unbroken by a hill or any projec-
tion, but here and there yawn cafions, or horrid chasms, on the brink of which
@ traveller finds himself without the slightest warning, looking down a dizzy
abys, 8 thousand feet in depth, and-s thousand feet across.”
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Assessed Values of Property for Tazation in Teras.

LaND. Nrorozs.
Years. No. Acres Valne. Value No. as- Vn;ué. ] -\—'-u-h; ot_
asscssod. [ Acre. | sessed. L} each, §

1846...| 31,967,480 | 17,776,101 558 | 381,099 | 10,142,198 324
1847...] 80,440,210 | 17,326,994 57 89,251 | 12,174,593 810
1848...| 32,160,184 | 20,777,412 64§ | 40,610 | 13,398,490 833
1849...] 32,890,887 | 20,874,641 65 43,534 | 14,658,837 837
1850...| 32,640,400 | 21,807,670 66% | 49,197 | 17,776,500 861
1851...( 87,731,774 | 81,415,604 83 | 59,959 | 26,246,668 404
1852...| 87,838,792 | 33,116,772 874 | 68,795 | 28,628,990 416
1853...] 39,175,858 | 89,256,612 | 1.00 78,718 | 35,916,473 456
1854...| 44,580,946 | 49,961,177 | 1.12 90,612 | 46,501,840 513
1855...1 45,893,869 | 58,671,126 | 1.28 | 105,608 | 53,373,924 505

Hogrses aAND CATTLE. Orrer Prorzxry.

Tears. Number Value. Value per Money at intorest,

assessed. ] head, $ goods In stores, ete.
1846...... 411,100 2,929,378 7.12 3,543,501
1847...... 448,971 8,392,784 7.12 4,668,134
1848...... 581,251 4,174,478 7.18 5,461,606
1849...... 631,649 4,419,015 7.00 5,847,516
1850...... 750,352 5,222,270 7.00 6,676,175
1851...... 901,794 6,638,116 7.85 8,839,797
1852......] 1,020,832 7,977,999 7.82 11,080,428
1833......] 1,104,463 10,217,499 8.78 13,734,530
1854......| 1,877,472 18,465,505 9.08 17,052,795
1855......] 1,615,609 16,936,423 10.48 20,539,978

Production of Cotton and Sugar—Imports and Ezports, elc.,

COTTON.
1887 i vvvvneeecinsosanaeascanscnnnnceasasenss(q) 50,000
1848, cottonshlpped bales......oviveiiieneinennnan. 27,000

1849-60 “ seecesctcsssscssscsssasses 81,000
1850-51 “ “ teesiseecscssssssnsesasess 46,000
1851-52 “ “ P - 4+ 4 )
1852-53 “ “ tesesescanes snssecssccess 85,000
1853-54 “ “ . 107,908
1854-55 “ “ 80,737
1855-56 b “ 116,078
SUGAR.—1850.

COUNTIES PRODUCING SUGAR. %:"‘n','obo"‘fg.'.' l::n":;:_"
Austin . ..iiviiiintiieriacenncoaans 60 4,195
Brazoria....coeeieiiiiiiiencnaen.. 4,811 314,164
FortBend......cooviviniinncnmnnenns 100 420
Houston......ooonvniencnnococasanes 82 340
Liberty..ovoereiiieinniiinncenennns 1156 4,820,
Matagorda. . teeetesecssesesesss 1,304 73,000
Rusk ..... 101 1,090
Victorid. oo ivinecennoecarnsnnnns 120 6,700
Wharton....eoeeiesesecmacassoncns 817 11,490

7,100 416,219

Sngarorop.of 1852-3...c000000cenee... 11,028 hhds, of 1, ooolb-.
“ 1864-5...ccceccrecnnnans 9876 “
“« @ 1866-8, (t0 Sept,)eec..... 7,518 ¢ “
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SALT—ITS USES ANXD MANUFACTURE—SALT MEATS.

AN INQUIRY TNTO TIK DEFECTS OF COMMON SALT IN GENERAL USE IN TuE UNITED
STATES FOR CURING PROVISIONS, AND ON THK SUBJECT OF CARELESS PACKING AND
MANAGEMENT OF MEATS, ETC., WITH 8OME IIINTS A8 TO A REMEDY, BY W, C. DEN-
x:8, oF Kxy West, FLoripa.

In many of the pursuits of life, and in the yearly and daily
routine of providing necessaries for sustaining life, temporary
convenience and long-continued habit are apt to sct aside the
teachings both of expericnce and science. There is not a

acker of meats in the United States, nor scarcely a house-
<eeper, but who knows that Liverpool and other boiled salts
are wholly unfit to cure meat in barrels, and are unrcliable
and unsate to cure bacon, hams, &ec. ; and science, for-more
than scvently years, has taught that the heterogencous com-
pound of which boiled salt is necessarily composed, is really
septic when applied to meat, butter, &ec., in small quantity,
while pure chll())rine of soda (common salt) is one of the most
powertul and agreeable anti-septics with which the chemist is
acqnainted ; yet, because Liverpool and other boiled salts are
cheap, convenient, and of good appearance, our people con-
tinue the use of these pernicious articles in spite of the warn-
ings and admonitions of their own taste and smell, and of the
warnings of the man of science, who assures them that the
health of themselves and families is thereby endangered.
Even if we do not take into account the danger to health,
the practice, according to the old adage, is, “a penny wise
and a pound foolish.”  England, who finds such good profit
in sending her boiled salt here, takes good care not to use any
of it herself for curing provisions. In salting meats for her
army. and navy, not even the carelessly made solar salt of
Spain and Portusal is allowed to be used—none but the best
French “bay salt” is considered fit for the purpose; and her
people generally are much of the same opinion, they saying
that the Spanish and Portuguese salt has “a disagreeable
sharpness and ferocity” about it that destroys the good flavor
of grovisions cured with it. The same opinion exists in Scot-
land and Ireland. In Holland not even the best bay salt is
considered fit for curing provisions until it is recrystalized.
For this purpose they take two or more kinds of solar salt,
one of wﬁich must be French bay salt, these they dissolve in
sea-water, brought in lighters, from Dort; and after this com-
bined pickle is clarified in various ways, it is carefully crys-
talized in large shallow iron or lead pans, of a circular shape,
by very low artificial heat, the process being carried on slowly,
that the chemical affinities may have full’ time to act. Salt
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thus twice crystalized must he nearly pure, and all writers on
the subject ascribe the superior quality of Dutch herring to
the salt with which they are cured. In fact, no country in
Europe use boiled salt for curing provisions; and even in Po-
land, which has the most extensive and purest salt mines in
the world, in former times certainly imported French salt to
cure provisions, and what is more singular, as a manure for
her wheat lands ; and I believe this importation is at the pre-
sent time more extensive than ever.

During the late war in the Crimea, I was struck by the fre-
quent statements extracted from the English and French pa-
pers, that_the American beef and pork sent there was more

uicy, and naturally more nutritious, than like meats from
urope, but that in all cases it was partially tainted. This

may have bLeen in part owing to the lack of skill aud care in

packing, but the chief causc was the inferior salt used.

It needs no arguments to prove, that in foreign markets the
enhanced price of sound meat would pay an hundred fold the
trifling extra cost of procuring pure salt to cure it; yet, it is
in curing provisions for the home trade, and, home consump-
tion, that the greatest evils exist from the use of bad salt and
careless management. Some estimate can be formed of the
money loss to the country by meat and other provisions be-
coming tainted and utterly worthless, but none can be formed
of such loss from the injury to health and the shortning of life
by the use of half-tainted food ; yet it seems certain that the
amount of this last loss is immeasurably greater than all others
from the cause in question. Let a person attend the different
auctions in Mobile, Charleston, Savannah, and other citics at
the South, and he will become aware of the immense amount
of meat (princ?ally bacon and hams) in the home trade that
becomes tainted, or in the language of the auctioneer, “touched
a little” In Mobile I have often seen as many as ten to fifteen
casks (10,000 to 15,000 lbs.) sold at auction, at one time and
place, of this character of meat, the prices at which it sold
ranging from § down as low as % of the value that it would
have E@seesed had good salt been used in curing, and care
and skill observed in packing and managing it. At a rough
estimate, which is certainly %elow the mark, the loss to the
country on this kind of meat in the home trade alone must be
$1,000,000 per annum ; and this large sum forms but a small
part of the loss from the same cause that yearly takes place in
the millions of meat-tubs and smoke-houses that contain the
domestic supplies of the whole countr{r, but more especiall
at the South, at Southwest, and at the West, where Liverpool,
Kanawha, New York, and other boiled salts are chiefly nsed.
Heaven alone knows the suffering, loss of health, and short-
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ening of life caused by the cqnsumption of so much half-rot-
ten food in the country. It may seem to some that the above
1s an exaggerated view of the evils proceeding from the use
of bad salt, but before this article is closed I think that it will
appear that it is far otherwise.

Before proceeding further with the subject, it will be well
to examine briefly some of the processes of making salt, and
to sce what expense and trouble some countries have thought
it economical to go to in their endeavor to manufacture a pure
and safe article within their own borders.

The ocean and other salt seas are the great reservoirs of
brige from whence this most necessary article is principally
mnade, but much is also made from salt springs that appear on
the surface, or are bored for, the last being most common, and
extensive mines of common salt exist in many countries, but
generally is so mixed with impurities that it has to be ‘dis-
solved and recrystalized before 1t is fit for use. The salt mines
in Poland are exceptions to this, and perhaps there are a few
other mines containing salt sufficiently pure for many purposes.

The Liverpool salt is made from the impure articﬁ)e that is
found in the mines of Cheshire, which is transported in- vast
quantities down the River Mersey, and is dissolved in sea-
water on the left bank at extensive manufactories opposite to

Liverpool. This impure 1pickle is drawn from the tanks, in
which it is dissolved, into large shallow pans, and by a rapid
process of boiling it is crystalized—drawn from the pans—the
galt placed in drabs or baskets to drain, ready for another
charge within the 24 hours, cxcept on Sundays; the charge
in the pans is allowed 48 hours to crystalize and be drawn.
The salt made thus is called “Sunday salt,” and is considered
rather better than that which is made in 24 hours. Another
kind of salt is made at these and other similar works in
England and Scotland called “cat salt,” and is sometimes used
there for domestic purposes. It is made from the drainings
of the conical baskets, into which the salt is put after being
drawn from the pans; these baskets being arranged over per-
pendicular stakes on which the salt crystalizes, and is broken
from them when the “cat” has acquired a proper size, and
after a little drying is fit for use. In the course of this article
it will appear why this salt is better than any other kind pro-
duced by the method of boiling, yet it has the fault, that Dr.
Brownrigg thinks a radical one, from the dissipation of a por-
tion of the chloric acid in the pickle by the long continued
heat, as this acid is somewhat volatile. Even the smatterer
in chemistry can understand why a crystal of common salt is
not strong nor perfectlg formed when a portion of its proper
constituent is removed from the pickle from which it 1s con-
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solidated. At the close of this branch of the subject I will
recur to what the Doctor has said on this matter.

The salt made in Western New York, in Virginia, and at
the other salt-works, in what may be called the Salt Basin of
the Kanawha, is manufactured much after the same manner
as the above, except in these last cases the brine has to be re-
duced to the point of saturation by boiling, which in the case
of the Liverpool salt the brinc is brought to that point with
the salt from the mincs. Thus it appears that the American
boiled salts arc more injured in the process of manufacture
than the English, as in easc of the first, the pickle has to re-
main much Jonger at boiling heat to bring the pickle tothe
point of saturation, with a consequent greater loss from it of
“gpirits of salt,” (chloric acid.) From this it would seem that
in making salt by the process of boiling alone, the weaker the
original brine from which it is made, the weaker the salt will
be, and the greater the injury it will sustain from that process.

As to the strength of the brine from the springs of Western
New York, I think it is measured with an instrument arranged
by calling distilled water 0, and the same kind of water satu-
rated with common salt 100. Wit a salometer thus arranged
the brine at the strongest of these springs or wells indicate
generally from 74 down to 60 at different seasons of the year.
The official statements of the strength of the brine at the diffe-
rent works in New York, show that for a number of years
that at Syracuse remained almost unvariably at 72 and 73,
while at Salina and Liverpool it varied from 76 to 60, and in
Avugust, 1855, it was as low as 46 at the first named place.
From the Report of the Superintendent for 1856, it will be
seen that wells supplying brine no stronger than from 44 to
50 are not considered worth working.

I have no means of knowing the strength of the brine in
the Salt Basin of the Kanawha, but think it generally stronger
than that of New York. A gentleman in speaking of the
brine from a small detached basin in Washington county,
Virginia, says that it is fully saturated with common salt; this,
however, I think a mistake.

I will observe, by way of parenthesis, that the ordinary in-
struments furnish but a poor test of the amount of chlorine of
goda that there may be in any given brine, as they do not in-
dicate what kind of salt increases its specific gravity above
rain-water, and all of the instruments used for the purpose of
testing the strength of common salt brines, with which I am
acquainted, alone measure their specific gravity. Rain-water
saturated with common salt has a specific gravity of 1.206,
while the waters of the Dead Sea is said, by one authorit{, to
have an average specific gravity of 1.211; and yet these
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waters are by no means saturated with common salt, espe-
cially after a long freshet in the River Jordan. Iuse Beaumé’s
hydrometer, which is also used to measure the specific gravity
og syrups, &c. It is arranged on the plan of calling distilled
water 0, and anhydrous sulphuric acid 100. With this instru-
ment the water of the Gulf Stream generally ingdicates 43,
but varies from 4 to 5; and when it is evaporated to the point
of saturation with common salt it shows a specific gravity of
25 ; but when this salt shall have been crystalized out of the
Kickle, and needles of muriate of magnesia, (epsom salts,)

egin to form, which indicates that it 1s in a state of satura-
tion with that salt, it has & specific gravity of 30, showing
itself heavier than when in tﬁe form of a pickle saturated
with common salt; a saturated pickle of one salt being
heavier than that of the other, as is shown by the weight of
the water of the Dead Sea, which has a little more muriate
of magnesia in it than of chloride of soda. Nor does the
fact that a brine will dissolve but little, if any, more common
salt, prove that it is saturated with that salt alone ; for a brine
may be fully saturated with muriate of magnesia, or sulphate
of soda, or any like salt, and yet dissolve a little common salt,
but by no means as much as rain or distilled water would.
But to return to the subject.

Besides the injury of long continued boiling, the New York
and Kanawha salts a1e further injured under the pretence of
purifying it, as from proof soon to be bronght forward, lime
and other pernicious ingredients are put in the pickle to im-
Erove the appearance of the salt an(;) to increase its weight,

ut cannot improve its quality and on the other hand must
injure it.

At the New York salt works there is some salt made, in
part, or wholly, by solar evaporation, by exposing the brine
1a long lines of narrow and shallow wooden tanks which have
roofs or covers that can be rolled off or on at pleasure, as the
weather may require. I am informed, that the pickle in these
tanks is managed somewhat after the French method, (which
will be described a little further on,) consequently, the salt
made in them, must be good and pure. It scems that this is
the case as it bears a higher price in market than the boiled
salt, but this solar salt is less than vz of the whole made there
annually. I have seen a statement that this plan is also
adopted to a limited extent at some of the works in the
Kanawha ealt basin; but I have seen no acccount of the
amonnt of solar salt made in this region yearly.

Some years ago there was a process patented for purifying
the brine, and makingsalt by the aid of steam ; and in October,
1854 there was a second patent, I think, issued of a like kind.
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I believe that one or both of these processes were put in ope-
ration in western New York, but I have no knowledge of the
qtlllality of the salt made by them, or of the degree of success
they arrived at in other respects.

During the Revolution, salt was made along the seaboard
of the Ugu'ted States, by boiling sea-water, and after its close
quite an extensive system of salt making grew up around
Cape Cod and New Bedford, at which works, after the plan
was perfected, a large quantity of as pure salt as any ever
made was manufactured, but from the ﬁ}r))enese of the grains it
was not well fitted for salting pork in barrels. 'I%e plan
adopted was the original of the one above named as being in
use at the New York salt works for making solar salt. Each
of the lines of the narrow shallow pans, with their moveable
roofs, were more than 1,000 feet long, one end of which line
was higher in level, than the other, with a regular gradation,
the whole length. Sea-water was pumped into the highest
end, and as it strengthened by the evaporation of the sun, it
was let from one level to another till it arrived at a certain
point in the line, beyond which it was not permitted to go,
until up to saturation with common salt, when the pickle will
have deposited out all of its impurities, except those more
soluble than that salt, such as the muriate of lime, and the
muriate of magnesia; the pickle of which always drain off
entirely from perfectly formed crystals of common salt. The
remainder of the line of pans from this point, was used alone
for crystalizing the salt in, no pickle being allowed to come
into this part of the line before it was evaporated fully up to
saturation. The salt taken from these pans was remarkably
heavy and strong. For salting beef and fish, and for preparing
bacon and hams for the smoke-house, no salt could be better;
but after the last war with England, when foreign salt could
be bought for less than 50 cents per bushel, these works were
suffered to go to decay, and now few, if any of them are in
operation,

We will now examine, briefly, some of the principal processes
for making salt by solar evaporation on a large scale. As the
French methods are said to produce the best salt we will begin
with them. Iu that country salt is mnade on the Mediterranean,
all along the coast and on t{e Atlanticside, principally, around
the mouth of the river Loire, and the low coast in its vicinity.
In this region, where the tides rise so high, extensive reservoirs
are kept at high tide by means of swing gates which open as
the tide comes in, and close as it recedes, that are placed in a
dum across some arm of the sea. Each of these reservoirs
frequently supply numerous salt works. In France, salt
making is & governiment monopoly, and the works themselves
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being national property, they are divided off into lots of from
30 to 500 acres, to suit the ability of the different persons who
rent them. These works are so situated as to be commanded
by the level of a principal reservoir, and whether they belarge or
small, the sea-water flows slowly from it into a series of emaller
reservoirs, and long windinE passages, till it comes to the
crystalizing pans between which there are also long narrow
passages, each of the works being arranged with these smaller
reserveirs and pans, wherein the salt crystalizes in such a
manner that the incoming water drives the strengthened pickle
before it from reservoir to reservoir, through the passages
named, till it has evaporated to the point of saturation, and
deposited out all of its impurities when it is permitted to
crystalize in a pan prepared for the (}mrpose, from which it is
ked and placed in piles to drain, and thence removed to store-
houses for use.  As above stated, the erystalizing pans are to be
arranged so that the pickle can be driven from one to another
through the passages, so that a part of the series can be used
for strengthening the Lrine when the weather is not good,
beside the rapidity of the crystalization is greatly increased
when the saturated pickle is in motion. '§hc distance that
the pickle flows fromn the main reservoir to the last pan, is
frequently 1nore than ten miles in the largest works, and sel-
dom less than three milesin the smallest. ~This plan not only
purifies the pickle, and produces a salt free from the defects
of other kinds of solar salt; but it hastens the process of
making to such an extent, as to render it of the first importance
nso variable a climate as ours. The plan enables the salt
maker to concentrate the evaporation of his whole works on
Just so many of the last or lowest pans in the series, as he may
find the most advantageous, or the state of the weather requires
norder that, at least a part of a crop may be made, even in
the worst seasons. To illustrate how thisis effected, we will
suppose 12 pans so situated that pickle will flow from the 1st
through the whole serics to the 12th.  We will now fill the 12
pans with sea-water 6 inches deep; in 24 hours we will say
that there is } inch evaporated from each of them, but on the
second morning instead of putting this  inch into the pans
scparately, let the whole twelve quarters of an inch, (3 inc 1es,3
be put gradually into pan number 1; if the pans be long an
narrow, this new sea-water does not mix to any considerable
extent with that strengthened by one diy’s evaporation, but
pushes forward 2% inches of it into pan No. 2, 2% inches into
ban No. 3, and so on, till we come to pan No. 12; but one-
quarter inch will be forced into it, but with pickle, stronger
by the cvaporation of one day than that put into pan No. 1.
On the third morning go through with the same process, and
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all of the pans except Nos. 1 and 2 are replenished by pickle,
that is stronger by two days evaporation, than that put into
pan No. 1. In good weather pursue this plan for twenty-two
days, and pan No. 12 will be up to the point of saturation,
while the other pans are of different degrees of strength, till
we come to pan No. 1, the pickle in it will be found but little
stronger than sea-water. In about six days more a layer of
salt will be found in pan No. 12, ready to rake, and at the
end of thirty-five to forty days from the commencement, more
than half of this series of 12 pans will have deposited a like
layer of salt, while in practice it is said to require full ninety
days, in the Bahama Islands, and in Spain and Portugal to
et a raking of salt in the pans after the first sea-water is let
into them, at works where the daily evaporation is supplied to
them, in the shape of unstrengthened sea-water, or at most,
very weak pickle, and on the ninety-first day the whole salt
made at such works, may be lost by the coming of a heav
rain while in the other case the raking does not come on aﬁ
at once, but at the end of ninety days quite a large crop will
be made and saved, and this, too, with much fewer hands than
are required to rake the salt in the other case, as the raking
comes on all at once, and it is necessary to put as many men
at this work as can be procured in order to save as much salt
as possible before rains come and destroy it. The above illus-
tration is not intended to be perfectly accurate, only to make
the system plain, yet it is no theory unsupported by experience.
The writer of this, has frequently performed much more than
the above indicates. In the spring months of the present
season there was a fall of rain here of about five inches, which
is about the average, but the air was otherwise unusually cool
and damp, and nearly one inch of rain fell on the Island on
the 5th of May, yet-on the 13th of that month some twenty-
five to thirty hands commenced raking salt and have continued
to this time, (the 20th June,) and have secured some 40 to
45,000 bushels of salt, which has been effected alone, by con-
ceuntrating the evaporation that takes place over the whole
400 acres of the present works, on some 6 to 8 acres, of care-
fully prepared crystalizing pans, which were alone raked.
This was effected by the above method, aided by great care
in keeping the whole surface of the works covered with a very
shallow charge, while the weather was calm, and deepening
it a little when the wind blew, that a ripple might form and
the cvaporation thereby increase. The pickle was kept in
slow motion constautly in its course of some fifteen miles before
it was pumped into the crystalizing pans, which are on a higher
level than the reservoirs, and a person unacquainted with the
matter would be astonished to see the amount of impurities
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deposited out of sea-water in this course. Even before the
13th of May a pumber of days raking of salt was formed at
intervals, between the showers, althongh they then happened
as often as once in each week. I give this plan somewhat in
detail as it may be of practical utiﬁty.

At many of the French salt works other plans are adopted
to hasten the evaporation, such as pumping the weak pickle
into tanks 20 to 30 feet higlh, and then %etting it down in
showers through fagots placed in frames of that height, and
which are frequently 50 feet by 100 and inore feet on the ground.
‘Weak pickle is also thrown into the air with machines like
fire-engines, and falls in showers on brush piled high. Many
of these plans for increasing evaporation are in use on the
Mediterranean side, where from luck of tides the sca-water
necessarily has to be pumped up into main reservoirs snfti-
ciently high to command the levelf of the general works.

In many parts of France salt is made by collecting the mud
during the dry hot season from places where the sea occasion-
ally flows over it, and placing it on thick layers of straw in an
elevated position, after which sca-water is pumped on to it,
which leaches through the mud and straw, and finally des-
ceuds through a system of fagots, as above stated, to increase
the evaporation. This pickle is much stronger than sea-water
when it first leaves the mud and straw, according to the extent

the mud has been impregnated with salt water and evaporated.

In the south of Germany much good salt is made, both from

sca water and from brine springs, by bringing these brines up
to saturation in works, after the French blan, aided by the
system of fagots, by throwing the weak pickle into the air and
letting it falfin showers on high piles of brush, and other anal-
ogous methods, to increase cevaporation. This purified and
saturated pickle is gathered into large wooden tanks, or those
duﬁ in the ground and lined with clay, and secured from rains,
to be erystalized at convenient periods. This is generally done
very slowly and carefully, by artificial heat, in large shallow
iron or lead pans. They also use another process which must
Produce a superior kind of salt. By this plan, after the satu-
rated pickle is heated, it is pumped into small tanks that are
ar{-an%cd around the top of a frame 20 to 30 feet high, and of
suitable size, on the ground, fron which ropes are suspended
perpendicularly about six inches apart, on to which the pickle
from the tanks is caused to flow in small streams, where it
rapidly crystalizes. In twenty-four hours the ropes become so
loaded with salt that it has to be knocked off and stored away
for nse. One would think this a wasteful process, but Dr.
Ure says that with care it is not so, and my own experience
verifies the truth of the statement; and he further says, that
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as much can be effected by this plan in twenty-four hours, as
can be by the other in three days. And this process of crys-
talizing the salt on ropes must turn out a purer article than
even by their slow, careful plan of effecting this in the pans,
for the obvious reason that all impurities and brines of other
salts are iinmediately drained off from the ropes when rejected
by the forming crystal of chlorine of soda, (common salt,) and
has no chance to adhere to its surface, or to fill a casual in-
terstice, as is apt to be the case in other plans of crystalization.

In Spain, Portugal, and the islands belonging to them the
process for making salt partakes largely of the character of
the people. Perhaps the large amount of Moorish, (Moham-
medan,) blood in their veins cause them to think that it is sac-
rilege to interfere with the operations of nature. The French
have no such scruples, and at times in matters of this kind
they carry their ai(is to nature to the very limits of practical
utility. If religious scruples will not account for the differ-
ence between the Spanish and Portuguese on the one side and
the French™ on the other, as it relates to the matter in hand,
the proverbial Iberian indolence and restless Gallic industry
will.

In the regions under consideration sea-water is let directly
into the pans from whence salt is raked without attempting to
deposit out the impurities from the pickle, or to hasten the
period of raking by concentrating the evaporation of the
whole works on a few of the last pans, in a series as above
described, the superior dryness of t}xe climate rendering this
not absolutely necessary. ~ In consequence of this the common
galt crystalizes in a half floating mass of impurities, filth, and
a brine strongly impregnated with jodine and bromine, which
last substances give “a disagreable sharpness and ferocity” to
the salt so much complained of in England, of' which further
mention will be made. Even the rather favorite salt of St.
Ubes is manufactured with much the same carclessness. At
the works in that vicinity the pans are kept full of sca-water
during the rainy season to prevent the bottoms from becoming
fresh, and I am informed that but little trouble is taken to
clean the pans at the beginning of the dry season from the
vast elimy deposit of the previons five or six months, the most
of which, from the difticulty of cleaning it out, remains in the
pans as an addition to the filth and impurities that are depo-
gited out of the sea-water during the salt-making season proper.
Salt crystalized in such a bed of filth must drain and dry for
a year or more before it is fit for use, and even then it does
not lose its “sharpness” of taste.

At Turk’s Island and others of the Bahamas there is some
excellent salt made at works where the French plan is carried
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out in part or the whole, but at many, (probably a majority,)
of the works on these islands the same careless slovenliness
prevail as among the Spanish and Portuguese. In this con-
nection I will observe that a few days ago a gentleman brought
me a specimen of salt from Salt Key Bank, an uninhabited
islet that contains a natural salt pond, from which, it seems,
the Spaniards from the Island of Cuba are permitted to take
salt when it forins there. This specimen was very prettily
crystalized in the form of a cake 13 inch thick, but on the
under side of it there was a scale of sulphate of lime to which
the crystals of salt adhered about ¢y inch thick, and as white
as the salt itself. Lime in this form when laying in contact
with meat for a long period must decompose it. Such must
always be the state of solar salt when no care is taken to de-
posit out the lime, &ec.

At Curagoa, and other places in that vicinity, they make
salt of good appearance that enters into general commerce,
but I am not informed of the method of manufacture.

The above gives the principal methods of manufacturin
and preparing common salt for use, but during the long perio
that the ports of France were closed to Great Britain, in con-
sequence of the wars growing out of the I'rench Revolution,
the first named country employed many of its best and most
scientific and practical men to _investigate the subject and to
devise a remedy against the evil of their badly made domestic
salt. These men appear to have labored faithtully in this duty,
but while they prove conclusively that good salt cannot be
made by the system of boiling then and now in use in that
country, they failed to suggest any remnedy that will be likely
to come into general use there or elscwhere. This is shown
by the following extract from an English writer in Rees’ New
Cyeclopdia, written after the close of the wars named above.

e says: “The English and Dutch have often striven hard,
in times of war, to do without the French salt; and to that
end have endeavored to take salt from the Spaniards and Por-
tuguese ; but there is a dizagreable sharpness and ferocity
natural to this salt which renders it very unfit for salting of
flesh, tish, &e. To remove this they Dboil it with sea-water
and a little French salt, which they procure by means of
neutrzl nations, which not only softens it, but increases its
quantity by one-third. But it should scem their refining docs
not succeed to their wish by the eagerness with which they
return to the salt of Bretagne, &¢., as soon as any treaty has
opened the commerce.”

But if the practically learned men of England have failed
to point out useful means to improve their home-made salt,
that can be cheaply applied, as the above extract, and many
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more like it that could be quoted, prove, yet it will be profita-
ble for us to examine what their opinions were and what sug-
gestion they made in the premises.

Dr. Brownrigg, in his “ Art of making Common Salt,” pro-
cceds on the principle:

1st. “That in the common processes for making white salt
the salt is deprived of a considerable part of its acid spirit, by
the violent boiling used in its preparation, whence it is ren-
dered less fit for preserving flesh, fish, and other provisions
than it would be it prepared with a more gentle heat.”

2d. “That most kinds of white salt are rendered impure by
the mixture of various heterogeneous substances, which ren-
der it less proper for Breserving provisions than it would be if
separated from them.

e calls all boiled salts ‘“white salt,” from the peculiar
color that is so taking in Liverpool, New York, and other salts
prepared by boiling. In his work on salt-making, above
named, he advises that salt in England should be prepared for
use by crystalizing it twice by two very careful but tedious
processes, with slow artificial heat, but as the plan is not likely
to be used in this country I will say no more about it than that
he advises the use of muriatic acid, (hydro-chloric acid,) and
other acids in the pickle just before it is crystalized, to supply
the loss from boiling and to neutralize any free alkali there
may be init. And to so much trouble and expense did he
think it profitable for his countrymen to be at in order to have
a good and pure cominon salt for general use, he advised themn
to dissolve the salt for his second crystalization in pure rain-
water. In speaking of the fossil salt of Cheshire, (from which
Liverpool salt is prepared,) and some other salt made from
brine springs, in the vicinity of those mines of salt, he says:
“TIt has something of a sulphurous principle mixed with it, as
may be concluded from its fetid sulphurous smell. This sul-
phurous, principle gives to the brine an intestine putrifying
motion, and makes 1t quickly corrupt the flesh of all animals
steeped therein.” And in nwmerous places he asserts that,
from lack of purity and strength, British ¢ white salt” is by no
means, and in no case, so proper as solar salt for salting provi-
sions; yet, when he wrote, many of the salt works for making
boiled salt had then adopted, while the war lasted with France,
improvements of a similur nature to those recommended by
himself, but not quite so slowly and carefully conducted as he
advised.

About the same time Mr. Lowndes wrote a treatise on salt-
making, entitled “Lowndes’ Brine Salt improved.” Ie, too,
like Dr. Brownrigg, depended principally on the slowness of
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the process for improving the salt. The only real improve-
ment over that of the Doctor’s that I sce in his plan is, that
he advises that the pickle shall be partially strengthened and
allowed to stand until it shall have deposited out its impuri-
ties, Dr. Watkins advised that the picﬂle ghould be brought
nearly up to saturation by solar heat, aiding evaporation by
throwing the weak brine on to large surtaces of canvas, exposed
to the wind and sun. Mr. Hoffinan wrote a treatise, also, on
the subject, with numerous other persons. Dr. Henry was
cmployed by the commissioners of supplies for the army and
navy to investigate the causc of the iuferiority of their home-
made salt. He aseribed its inferiority to its lightness, and the
consequent inferiority of the firmness and solidity of its erys-
tals, compared to sold¥ salt. In this he was most right, but it
is singular that so learned and talented a man should not have
discovered the same fact that Dr. Brownrigg did, that the
crystals of common salt can ncither be so solid, heavy, or
strong as nature intended them to be, as must always be the
case when a part of the necessary ingredients for perfect crys-
talization is removed by the heat of boiling, as shown by him
in his cssay on the subject. Nor can there be any doubt, as
Dr. Ienry suggests, that it the materials used for making salt
in England were formed into a large grained salt with solid
crystals, weighing 75 to 80 lbs. to the measured bushel, it
would be a good and safe salt for curing provisions, but this
can only be done by the slow process prescribed by the fiat of
nature. As it is, a measured bushel of Liverpool salt weighs
from 50 to 56 lbs.

About this period Sir John Pringle wrote a very valuable
** Essay toward the History of Putrefaction,” aided in the ex-
perimental part by Dr. Macbride and M. Gardane. In this
cssay it is shown that the salt in common use applied to flesh
in emall quantity greatly accelerates putrefaction, while if a
large portion of the same salt be applied it acts as an anti-
septic; but Sir John expressed his Lelief at near the close of
his experiments, that this septic quality in salt, in common use,
was owning to some heterogeneous substance blended with the
article, and that pure crystals of muriate of soda (chlorate of
soda) were anti-septic in all guantities in which it might be
apk)lied to flesh, fish, &e.

Much more was done at the close of the last century and
beginning of this to inquire into the defects, and to improve
the quality of the home-manufactured salt in England; and
had the war with France continued until this time, many of
the processes then recommended would have been perfected,.
and likewise continued. But as soon as the war cllosed, and
the English could get their favorite salt from France, all of

3
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the tedious and expensive processes that were adopted during
the war were thrown aside, and the process of rapid boiling
alone retained for the purpose of making salt for the arts and
for manure. The English salt-maker had no hope to retain
the home market, as far as salt for provisions were concerned,
in the face of the fact that the rehablc bay salt had always
continued to be imported in suflicient quantitics for that pur-
ose, when the ports were open, with a discriminating import
uty against foreign salt of 3s. -d. (about 82 cents) per bushel
of 65 1bs. Soon, however, it was found, by giving their vile
boiled salt a cream snowy appearance by leaving the lime in
it, or by adding more to it, their colonies and the United
States would buy it. From a small beginning this trade has
gﬁ'own to an enormous magnitude, andeinstead of improving
the quality of this salt as the trade in it increases, they make
it worse and worse every succeeding year. As long as the
can give it the peculiar glittering appearance so much admired,
it will sell for our market, and the next great object of the ma-
ker is to reduce the cost of manufacture, so that large quanti-
ties may be sold at a low rate to the innumerable vessels en-
gaged in the American cotton trade as ballast. To thus re-
uce the cost of the article, they increase the rapidity of the
process of making; and we can infer, from what has been
written, that this cannot be done without further injury to the
salt. In fact, so light has this salt become, and so much does
it effloresce, that by the time it is imported and handled over
ready to sell to the consumer, the sacks, with nominally four
bushels in them, weigh but very little inore than sacks of solar
salt containing but two measured bushels, and persons who
have used both kinds aver that a sack of the latter will Eo
further than one of the former, beside being effectual for the
purpose for which it is intended, which the Liverpool salt is
not. Nor is the fact, that Liverpool salt is ineffectual, one of
recent discovery in this country, or the knowledge of it con-
fined to a few. I do not now remember a single individual
who was acquainted with both kinds of salt, and had had an
occasion to use them, but that he expressed himself strongly
in favor of solar salt over Liverpool, or any other boiled salt.
In the vicinity of Tallahassce and Tampa Bay, the people have
been in a habit, for a number of years, of using solar salt,
(made in Key West,) and now they will use no other, if they
can get it, without reference to any difference in price that
there may happen to be between that and Liverpool salt for
the time being. Last autumn, by aceident, the supply of solar
salt fell short in St. Marks and Tallahassee—a gentleman in
that vicinity wrote me on the 3d of May last, inquiring why
his order for salt had not been fillad at the proper time, stating
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that for a planter, he had made for years a good deal of meat,
and had had good success in curing 1t with the solar salt made
here, but that last fall he was compelled to nse Liverpool salt,
and had lost much of his meat by its becoming tainted. Isawa
letter that the same gentleman had written to his agents here
previonsly of like tenor. IIundreds of such statements might
casily be collected, but it would unnecessarily make this arti-
cle too long. I nust beg, however, to (}uote in full, & note of
warning uttcred by the celebrated Dr. Mitchell, of New York,
at abont the time the trade in Liverpool salt began to assume
importance ; but the Doctor could not then have dreamt of
the magnitude it was destined to grow to in the course of half
a century. Ina letter to Dr. Caldwell, dated 1803, he writes:

¢ In the course of trade hetween America and Great Britain,

it has become the misfortune of the United States to be visited
with frequent cargoes of salt from Liverpool. This article is
prepared on the western coast of England, where coal for fuel
can be bought for a low price, by boiling ocean-water or briny
spring-water, satwrated with the rock salt of Northwich, in
large and shallow pans of iron. The native mineral salt of
Cheshire is carried coastwise to Lancashire for the purpose.
The salt which remains, atter the water has been evaporated
by force of fire, is called pan salt, and is a medley of saline
substances. It is very different in its qualities from the pure
muriate of soda, for whereas that is the most agreeable of anti-
septics, and ranks among the strongest, this mixture of impu-
rit{ and trash is remarkable for possessing the reverse of those
valuable properties. Indeed, this artificiel salt is exceedingly
unlike the salt formed by the evaporation and crystalization
which sea-water naturally undergoes in the warmer latitudes.
There is a remarkable difference between that vile and hete-
rogeneous mass sold in the American ports, under the name of
blown salt, or Liverpool salt, and the efficacious and excellent
arlt;clg brought from the Canaries, Cape de Verds, and Bahama

nds.

“The frequent and intimate connexion between the Ameri-
can ports of New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, &c., and the
city of Liverpool, has rendered it very convenient in the course
of commerce and navigation, to throw in salt at the latter place
for ballast, or part of a cargo to the American market. The
cheapness of fuel from the neighboring coal mines in Lanca-
shire enable the salt boilers to scll their manufacture cheap ;
and hence, it happens, that ships about to come to America,
either empty or with a light freight, find it worth their while,
as they must have ballast, to buy salt for the purpose, instead
of stones, sand, iron, or the like. If the salt clears itself, after
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Eaf'ing prime cost and duties, it will answer as well as other
allast. If it does more than this, it is preferable.

“From this concurrence of events, it has happened that the
seaports of the United States have been largely supplied with
British home-made salt from Liverpool ; almost two-fifths* of
all the foreign salt consumed in the United States, comes from
this part of England; and a material more pernicious in its
consequences could hardly be introduced among our people.
The importation still continues, and the time is come to ap-
prize and warn them of the evil. It is highly to be wished
that never a bushel more of that mischievous commeodity
should be consumed in America. The trade in it ought to be
broken up. If the consumers of salt were aware ot the bad
quality of that from Liverpool, there would be little probability
of their continuing to use it or of purchasing a bushel more.

“ Liverpool salt is very imposing to the eye. It is in a fine
powdery form, of a tethi“g color, and possesses all the ex-
terior qualitics which allures purchasers, and invite a ready
sale. The manufacturers possess in an uncommon degree, the
art of preparing their ware most handsomely for market.

“It has accordingly been bought with avidity by the
American merchants and traders, and transported to many
interior parts of the United States. The snowy whiteness of
the material itself, its ready solubility in water, and the mildness
of the pickle which it forms, has brought Liverpool salt into
general use for preserving the beef, pork, and Dbutter of the
Middle and Soutfnern States.

“The loss of property and of life consequent upon the em-
ployment of this kind of salt is prodigious. Experience, year
after year, has proved it to be incapable of preserving our
beef from corruption. Often has this important article of food
been found to be tainted, the very autumn in which it has
been packed in barrels. More frequently, has the beef stunk
abominably in the magazines and warehouses of New York
and other cities, on the return of warm weather the ensuing
spring. And a more common and lamentable case is, that, in
the progress ot smmers heat, aided by a Southern latitude,
the beet, when exported to the West Indies or elsewhere, de-
generates with a still more rapid process of putrefaction.

“The inspectors who repack our beef, the merchants who
own it, and the masters of vessels who carry it abroad, are all
witnesses of these faets.

“But the waste and destruction of property are not the
worst consequences of trusting the preservation of beef to

* In 1854, it was seven-tenths of the whole consumed; the whole importation
into the United States, being 10,158,376 bushels; from England 7,080,972
bushels. If we add the home boiled salt, the proportion is greater.
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Liverpool salt. The exhalations from such masses of animal
flesh, as they undergo corruption and turn to rottenness, are re-
markably noxious. They poison the surrounding air by their
deleterious presence. 'I'Tley have sickened and destroyed, re-
peatedly, in New York, the inhabitants who were unfortunate
enough to be in the neighborhood of such nuisances, and en-
veloped in their unwholesome atmosphere. Pestilence and
desolation have prevailed in the vicinity of these putrefying
remains of oxen, bulls, and cows.

“The misery endured by cities is also incidental to ships.
Wthin the sides, and under the hatches of a vessel, septic
vapors are copiously engendered and most highly concentra-
ted. Existing there in their greatest virulence, they excite
fevers of the most fatal forms that afflict the human race.
And thus, from the nature of their cargoes, can it be under-
stood wherefore vessels that carry beef, &c. to the West Indies
are commonly sickly ; and, by the time they get back, are in
an odious and intolerable state of uncleanliness. Too pesti-
lential from the venom engendered within them, to be admitted
to port, they are proper subjects of alkaline purification, by
which alone can they be rendered sweet, safe, and wholesome.

¢“Thus, besides the sacrifice of property, we find that the
employment of Liverpool salt, in pickling beef, leaves it liable
to corrupt; and the consequences of this corruption and pesti-
lential exhalations, stirring up yellow fevers and other malig-
nant distempers in the neighborhoods of cities and vesse%s
where the bodies of these herds of slaughtered neat cattle
happen to be deposited. Indeed, the mischief accruing to
house-keeping, to city police, and to navigation, from this
source, almost exceeds enumeration.

“There is another evil, however, which ought to be men-
tioned ; that is, the disorders of the stomach and intestines,
induced by eating scmi-septic beef and pork. It is well known
to each master of a house, as well as to every master of a ship,
that sometimes their salted provisions become tainted or par-
tially spoiled. The expediency or the necessity of the case
obliges the family or crew to subsist upon this unsound and
unhealthy food. Dysenteries, fluxes, scurvies, and similar
ailments, are the natural incidents to this kind of diet. Some-
times, among the customers of a country store-kecper, the
extent of the sales of his British salt can be traced in the re-
gion around, by the offensive and disgusting condition of their
meat-tubs, and the prevalence of bloody fluxes, and other in-
testinal disorders, in those who draw their sustenance thence.

“ And yet people go on to buy and consume it as if the
preservation of their meat and of their health was a matter of
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no moment whatever. Surely the consumers of salt ought to
be on their guard against such impositions.

“They onght not to purchase, or in anywise to use, Liverpool
salt. Then the country traders would not carry it from the sea-
ports; nor then would the merchants import it, or receive it on
consignment from the land of its manufacture ; a land whose
inhabitants, being too wise to use it themselves for putting up
beef and pork for long keeping or exportation, or to employ
it in the provisions either of their navy or army, send it away
as fast as they can export it, to be consumed by the people of
thﬁ TUnited States. It is not made to preserve meat, but to
sell.

“The loss of property, health, and life, which results from
the vitiated and corrupt state of our beef, whether consumed
at home, or exported to foreign parts, is likewise consequent
upon the use of Liverpool salt, or other British Joiled salt, to
pickle our pork. But pork, from its nature is less prone to
corrupt and emit venomous gasses than beef is, and is brought
in smaller qnantity to market, there is proportionably fess
damage sustained from its putrefacation, and less injury by its
exhalation. But pork as well as beef suffers all that it can
suffer in deterioration from the weak and adulterated material
wherewith it is salted. And thus the vessels in the West India
trade grow foul and sickly; their crews contract yellow fevers
from the causes existing within themselves; and then the
blame is cast npon foreign dominions.

“The butter of the New Y ork market has also been rendered
worse, if not absolutely spoiled, by the same kind of salt. Be-
guiled by its fine and showy exterior the citizens have used it
extensively in our counties famous for grazing and dairies. In
many cases it has supplanted the old-fashioned coarse, or sun
made salt. Wherever this substitution has been made, it has
been with a pernicious effect. The butter so salted does not
keep so well, loses its agreeable flavor, and acquires rather a
disagreeable scent. It is less prized by those who are nice in
sclecting this im{)ortant article of house-keeping, and it conse-

quentli,' rings a lower price to the person who makesit. Thus
agricultural industry is deprived of a part of its reward. And

this will probably continue until the butter-makers discontinue
altogether this very unfit and unsafe material. The difference
between butter put up with this salt, and with natural crystal-
ized salt, is so great, that our wholesale and retail grocers can
distinguish it at once by the smell on piercing or opening the
firkin, The sweet flavor and nice order, which pure sea-salt
gilves, is altogether wanting in that which is seasoned with the
other.
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% And thus, as Liverpool salt is the remote agent of so mmuch
loss; damage, and misery, in the United States, it is high time
to cease both to buy and consume it. In its stead, salt from
the Bay of Biscay, Portugal, Isle of May, or the Bahamas,
may be employed with perfect safety. The preferableness of
these will be discovereg by a little experience ; and further
observation and trial will determine which is the best among
them for particular uses. Having thus far detailed the mat-
ters of fact, I must recite a few more things of the same kind
before this examination is closed.

“The British philosophers have long known the disposition
of their salt to promote putrefaction. It has even been pub-
lished to the world half a century ago. In their own country
their experiments and monitions have had the desired effect.
They have warned their own people not to trust it for any
other than culinary and extemporaneous use. The experi-
aents of Sir John Pringle were decisive on this point. They
have been confirmed since by Dr. Percival, an 1nhabitant of
Manchester, in his experiments upon ¢heir» common salt,
(carried, of course, directly from the shores of the Mersey, or
from Liverpool,) which, in small quantities, does not prevent
the corruption of animal flesh, but on the other hand, promotes
it. (Percival’s Essays, vol. 1, p. 346.) And these facts no
one has pretended to dispute.

“And yet, after all, the experiments, plain and instructive
as they are, made at home, and all the facts cogent and con-
clusive as they are abroad, the citizens of the United States
are to this day purchasing and consuming this baleful article
of commerce ; while, if they judged right%-', they would reject
it in all their dealings.

“Dr. Percival has preserved an anecdote on the subject
vhich is worthy of being known more generally. He says
that ¢ Sir John };ﬁn(/le told him that he had long belicved the
septic quality of sea-salt, as employed in his experiments, was
owing to some heterogeneous substance blended with the article,
and not to any putrescent quality in the mere muriate of soda,
or pure sca-salt itself.” Doubtless the noble baronct was righ
and Dr. Percival has borne ample testimony to the trutﬁ
his opinion.

“The fault of Liverpool salt and all other salt obtained from
sea-water, by force of fire, or by boiling, is its admixture with
foreign ingrcdients, known by the technical names of slack and
bitterns. These usually adhere to the salt in considerable
quantities. They have no anti-septic virtues, but possess di-
rectly a contrary effect. Hence, their bad quality and the
bad quality of salt impregnated by them, can be readily ac-
counted for. Sea-salt formed by nmatural evaporation and

t,
of
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crystalization, has very little admixture with these foul and
foreign ingredients. It is therefore, more pure and anti-septic
and more fit for all manner of economical purposes.”

If Dr. Mitchell had seen what Dr. Brownrigg has written on
the subject, he would have added anothor and a radical fault
to Liverpool and all other salt made by boiling; it is that
muriatic acid, (chloric acid,) being somewhat volatile is evapo-
rated from the pickle in the process of boiling to such a degree
that the salt can neither be strong or the crystals be perfectly
formed. Infact,in the cases of the Liverpool, New York, and
Kanawhasalts, a portion of this acid is evaporated in the very
act of crystalization.

Readers will remember that Dr. Mitchell was not only one
of the first scientific men of his age, buta practicing physician,
and a practical and conscientious observer of the common
affairs of life, with a view of benefitting his fellow man. More
such men are needed in this country to awake our people to a
sense of their own interest in matters like the one under re-
view. It isstrange that with so general a knowledge as there
is in the country of the bad quality of Liverpool and other
boiled salts, that their use should be continued. It is an abuse
of the gifts of Providence. IIad Ileaven been as sparing of
its gifts to the masses of our land as it has been to those of
Europe, our people would have been com(})el]ed to use econo-
my in preserving their food. They could not have afforded
that thousands of tons of meat should spoil for the want of
proper salt and proper care, as now is the case.

Much more might be written in the way of proof of the bad
quality of Liverpool salt, and to show that a large share of
our people know it, but it will epin out this article too long, I
will only bring forward one other instance of the pmnblic con-
demnation of Liverpool salt in this conntry. At a large pub-
lic meeting held in Wilmington, North Carolina, on the sub-
ject of duties on salt, in 1823, the importation and use of Liv-
erpool salt was condemned in the most unmeasnred terms, and
establishments on their coast for making solar salt recom-
mended.

The boiled salt made in New York, and in the salt basin of
the Kanawha, is equally as bad as Liverpool; and as the yearly
production of both of those regions taken together must be
nearly as large as our annual importation from England, the
evil to the country from the use of the one is about the same
as that of the other. The most of the salt mnade in New York,
as well as a good share of that made in the Kanawha salt ba-
sin, goes to the great West, where it scems they have 8o much
meat that they do not mind the loss of a large portion of it by
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its Lecoming rotten, and they must have acquired a taste for
tainted meat from their continuing the use of a salt that a ma-
jority amoung them secm to know is unfit to cure meat. The
same remark will apply to the Soathwest and South.

In 1840 the Hon. Thomas H. Benton made a movement in
the Senatc of the United States in relation to duties on salt,
for the purpose of breaking up what he called the Kanawha
salt monopoly. In his usual laborious preliminary researches
in regard to this matter, he framed a series of thirty questions,
to be answered by his constituents and others. e received
answers from some twenty to thirty public meetings, held in
most of the Southwestern and Western States, and from as
many private individuals from the same regions.

The 18th question was: “Do you know whether there is
lime, bitter-water, or other impurities, in any of the kinds of
salt sold in your neighborhood? and, if so, in which of the
kinds? and Y)ow do you detect the impurities, by chemical
analysis, or cominon observation {”

The 19th question was : “Is the domestic salt fit for pickling
beef and pork, and for preserving butter and curing bacon for
exportation, or long keeping, or consumption in the South.”

And the 20th question was: “Do you know, or have you
heard from credible sources, of any practice among salt-akers
to adulterate their salt by using talfow or other substances, to
cause lime, or bitter-water or other impurities to be retained
in it, to increase its weight? and if so state the circumstances.”

Questions 1st and 2d made the inquiries, as to the kinds of
salt used in the vicinity ; and whether it was sold by measure
or weight. The universal answers to these two questions were
that Iganawha salt was principally used, and that it always
was sold by weight, at fifty pounds to the bushel. This proves
it as light as Liverpool salt.

It would be too tedious to give the answers to these questions
above quoted in detail, and it is the less necessary from their
being of the same tenor without a single exception ; conse-
quently, a few of these answers, as a sample, will suffice.

Answers to the above questions from a meeting in Lincoln
county, Missouri, M~tober, 1839, Wm. Sitton, Chairman :

Answer to 18th question : “There is lime, bitter-water, and
other impuritics in the lick salt; the bitter-water can be de-
tected by common observation; other impuritics by chemical
analysis.”

Answer to 19th question: “It, (the Kanawha salt,) pre-
serves them poorly here; but in the South it will not answer

at all.”
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Answer to 20th question: “We have two practical salt
boilers present who state, when salt was sold by measure, the
measured bushel would frequently weigh not over forty
pounds. When the law authorized the sale of salt to be fifty
gounds to the bushel at those licks, the boilers were then

irected to put in alun and other ingredients, and to retain in
thle ’s,alt thellime and bitter-water to increase the weight of the
salt.

At a meeting of farmers, in Green county, Missouri, October,
1839, they answer:

Answer to 18th question: “There is bitter-water comes
from the lick salt which is sold here.”

Answer to 19th question: “It will not answer for either
purpose.”

Another large meeting in Madison county, Missouri, Decem-
ber, 1839, send the following answers:

Answer to 18th question : “ Bitter-water and other impuri-
ties are easily detected in Kanawha salt by common observa-
tion. We have never seen this salt submitted to a chemical
analysis.”

Answer to 19th question: “It is not; it is not as good as
other salt for those purposes.” .

Answer to 20th question: “That tallow is used by salt-
makers to adulterate their salt there is not a doubt. We have
it from good aunthority that tallow is sometimes nsed to retain
the bitter-water, so as to increase the weight of the salt; and
we know that in salting pork ashes are frequently mixed with
the salt to make it dissolve.”

But as the scores of answers to these questions are so near
alike, it is useless to cite more of them. 1 will quote extracts,
however, froin one or two more of them, to show that the peo-
ple of the West and Southwest know of the superior quality
of sun-made salt.

In more than a dozen cases something like the following
expressions ocenr in answer to question 19th: “It will not
prescrve beef or pork—Turk’s Island and other aluin salt are
much better for the purpose.” Or, “Lick salt is not considered
safe for the purpose—alumn salt should alone be used to cure
meat.”

About the same time, in the proceedings of a public meet-
ing, hield in Madison county, Alabama, the following expres-
sion occurs: “ Moreover, our pork is often spoiled for the want
of a proper kind and a snfhiciency of salt to pack it up in,
which we eannot obtain on account of the high price. Thou-
sands and tens of thousands of pounds are often lost from that
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circumstance alone. Alum salt (solar salt) would be an im-
mense saving to north Alabama in that one particular.” There
is no doubt of this; and one would think that it is poor econ-
omy to let a little difference in the price of the two articles
prevent them from buying solar salt, as at most it conld only
amount to a few dollars, while the loss on meat, from the use
of bad salt, must count up by thousands of dollars.

It is a matter of astonishment that tho use of boiled salts
should continue in regions where the people appear to be well
informned that it is entirely inferior to solar salt, and where the
loss of provisions from the use of bad salt, every year, must
be a thousand fold greater than any difference in price between
bad and good salt could possibly amount to.

At the time the above inquiries were made the routes to the
Great West from New York were, by no means, as numerous
or as perfect as at present. Consequently, not 8o much of the

pernicious boiled salt of that State was sent there as now.
ithin the borders of that State comparatively but little of
that salt is used for curing provisions, and, in fact, the whole
North and East appear to practice & more sensible economy in
the use of salt than the rest of our country. New York prac-
tices the same game with the West that England does with
the United States. She makes boiled to sell, not for her own
use. :
That New York beiled salt is equally bad with Liverpool,
and Kanawha, is proved by the following facts. An ofticial
authority, before me, gives the average weight of their boiled
salt, at fifty-six pounds to the measured bushel, while the solar
salt, made from the same brine, weighs seventy-six pounds to the
measnred bushel.  €ommonsalt that weighs butfifty-six pounds
to the bushel, Zacks some of its proper constituents, and conse-
quently can neither be of the proper strength, or its crystals
be perfectly formed. In the Report of the Superintendent of
the New York Salt Works, for 1837, we find the following:
“From a very early period of the manufacture of salt, in this
region, lime has been extensively used, principuily for the
purpose of improving the color, and rendering it more sale-
able.” “As at present used, however, by a large number of
manufacturers, we are convinced that the quality of the salt
is, in many cases, materially injured by its application.” There
can be no doubt but that lime mixed with common salt in any
quantity, or in any form, materially injures it. The Superin-
tendent, had argued, previous to the last of the above extracts,
that a little lime aplillled with care to the pickle, could be done
without ¢njury! This proves what is said above—that the
substances put into the New York boiled salt, are put in to
improve its appearance, not its quality.
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The law of the State allows lime, &c., to be put into the

ickle, under the direction of the Superintendent, but mnakes
1t penal to use it in larger quantity than he directs, or to other-
wise adulterate the salt; but scarcely a report of a Superinten-
dent, that I have seen, but that complains that this law is con-
stantly cvaded by the manufacturers. But this is a small
matter, for the fault of boiled salt is too radical, for a little
lime, more or less, added or abstracted, to do it much harm
or good. Ilowever, the glittering, snowy, appearance of boil-
ed salts, is dependent, in & great measure, on the lime that is
inthem. One or two more facts and observations in relation
to the injury to the country from bad salt, and we will dismiss
this branch of the subject. Among a number of letters from
New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, of different dates,
matter like the following frequently occur: ¢ Many thousand
pounds of Western bacon and hawms, received this spring,
costing seven cents per pound, resulted in the total loss to the
owners.”

“Mr. A, the purchaser there, thinks it was salted with boil-
ed salt, which he states is not so sure as Turks Island or other
sea salt; he states the practice in Cincinnati, is to mix domes-
tic with foreign salt half and half.” The letter from which
the above extracts were made is dated Philadelphia 1840, and
similar extracts, from commercial letters, could be collected
by thousands.

With all of these facts staring our people in the face, is it
possible that they continue the use of those pernicious boiled
salts, above enumerated? The fact that of the twenty to
twenty-one millions of bushels of common salt that is now
consumed, annually, in the United States, sixteen or seventeen
millions of bLushels of this yearly consumption is Liverpool,
New York, Kanawha, or other boild salt, answers the question !
Was it not so forcign to the genius of our Government, both
Federal and State, to interfere so deeply in individual affairs,
this would secem to present a case of necessary legislation, to
protect onr people from the effects of their own folly, by pre-
venting them from using boiled salt for salting provisions,
either tor domestic use or for the home or foreign trade. In
the foreign trade of provisions, however, matters appear to be
in course of amending themselves, but in the home trade, and
in provisions for home use, which constitute the chicf part of
the whole, there is no such amnendment.

Nor is the carelessness and lack of skill in packing, man-
ageing, and curing meat for the home trade and for home use,
much less astonishing, among a people so truly progressive as
ours. There seem to have been many improvements among
the packers engaged in packing and curing meat for our for-
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cign trade, since that trade opened to the country ; but they
have yet many things to learn beside the one of selecting the
proper kind of salt. The principle by which salt preserves
meat is in part, at least, analogous to the operation of drying,
and it is held by many, that this principle, in common salt is
more effective in preserving flesh than any chemical chanﬁg
that it produces in the animal juices, tissues, and fibres.
that as it nay, it is certain that when newly killed flesh is
placed in contact with good and strong salt, the process of
shrinking, and compressing out its juices is very rapid, and if
the packer is careful that every part of it be sufticiently touched
with salt, that all of its tissues, and fibres, becomes so com-
pressed that gasses engendered by putrefaction have no power
to expand, this destructive process it is evident, will have no
chance to commence or extend. Putrefaction and fermenta-
tion, are propagated on much the same principle, and a very
light pressure of the air around beer in a barrel will prevent
it from commencing to ferment, but when it once has com-
menced, it requires an enormous pressure to arrest it. It is
the sane with putrefaction. Aslong as care be taken that in-
cipient putrefaction does not attack any portion or spot of flesh,
a comparatively small gnantity of salt will preserve it. But
should, by carelessness, a small spot become tainted, scarcel
any amount of salt will prevent it from proliegating itself
throngh the whole piece, barrel, or other package, that the
meat may bein. This fact should be borne in mind by every
house-keeper, as well as every packer of meat in the country.
Another fact connected with the foregoing should also be
generally borne in mind, that salting meat to preserve it,
necessarily injures its nutritious qua%ities, consequently, all
excess of salting should be carefully avoided. Much meat,
especially beef, is nearly destroyed by allowing it to become
partially tainted in the preliminary process of curing, and
afterwards its destruction is about completed by putting on
salt to keep it from becoming rotten. }I)n the first processes
for curing beef, the salt is not sufliciently rubbed unto the
Ecces, nor is the brine soon enough, or often enough changed.

1e domestic practice of boiling the brine, and returning it to
this kind of meat, is a most pernicious one. The boiling in-
jures the strength of the brine, and docs not remove the juices
that have come from the meat, and are liable to putrety. The
very best solar salt inade fine, should be well rub{))ed into beef,
and the pieces packed on beneles to drain, before putting into
barrels. After that, coarse solar salt can be safely used in
barreling beef.

Much pork is irretrievably injured by bringing it to New
Orleans, in bulk, on flat-boats. It is packed into those boate
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with the vile boiled salt, described, as T am informed—in many
Elaces it comes in contact with the damp soft wood of the

oat, and large surfaces are exposed to the air. And. although,
the first part of the voyage may be performed in cool weather,
one or two weeks of the last of i, they may have the tempera-
ture of summer. Under such circumstances, it is impossible
but that some spots, or parts of pork, thus handled, must be-
come tainted ; more especially, the leaner parts; and all of it
must loose that freshness and sweetness of taste that Nature
has Eiven to such meat ; nor can any atter process of salting,
smoking, or other means of curing, recover this natural sweet-
ness. %he rancid flavor and smell acquired by this prelimi-
nary management will always remain.

Pork put up in barrels in the interior towns of the West,
and sent to New Orleans and other cities for repacking, is
often nearly spoiled from similar causes. At the first packing
bad salt is used, that is insuflicient to prevent putrescent gases
from forming in the meat before it is repacked. The fact r&mve
stated shows how difficult it is to prevent meat, thus incipiently
tainted, from spoiling outright ; and should it he prevented by
the process of repacking, it can never be made into the agree-
able healthy fooed that it would have formed, had good salt
been used, and careful management observed, thronghout.
Most certainly, pork is easy to be saved perfectly sweet, if
none but good salt be used, and even ordinary care be used
in the difterent packings, more especially in the first, nor
should the secomf packing be delayed too long. Yet, out of
the fifty to an hundred barrels of the best mess pork that I
can procure, that arc opened on my place, _yearsy, there is
scarcely one of them, \\'Len first opcne(l, but that sends forth
an intolerable tainted smell, and much of the meat has a strong
rancid taste. As for beef, I never buy it in this climate after
May ; late in the sunmmer, in this region, scarcely one barrel
in fifty is fit for a hwnan being to eat. The junicy nntritions
beef, fattened on the prairies of the West, would make an ex-
cellent food for general consumption at the South, was good
salt, and proper care used in curing it.

The nice sugar cured hams that are now made at a number
of places in the West, onght to afford an instructive lesson to
every packer of meat, and house-kecper in our country, of what
proper care and proper materials can do in the way of pre-
paring healthy, and even epicurcan food ont of the ninerons

ifts that ITeaven has showered upon us with such a hountitul
ﬁand. Iow different are these hams from the sides, hams,
and shoulders, as we generally find them made into bacon, for
the home market! The state of this bacon when it comes to
us, its general appearance and taste, warrant us in saying, that
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it is better fitted for the soap-boiler, than to eat. Can it be
possible, that our market will continue to be filled with such stuff,
when those who prepare it have evidence before them that all
it requires to make it a favorite article of food for high and
low, rich and poor, is to use good salt and other materials for
curing, skillful management in smoking, and care and cleanli-
ness in covering and packing it for market ?

But, as it is only my purpose to glance at the subject of
packin(g and curing provisions at the present time, I will close this

of the matter by observing that in curing flesh, &e., in
addition to not permitting a particle of boiled salt to come near
it in any part of the process, and the other hints above made,
nothing but the best seasoned oak or ash should be used to
make barrels, and other packages to put up salted provisions
in. Soft woods of any kind are bad. The domestic practice
of using brine twice, by boiling, for reasons above stated, is
very bad for either beef or pork.  When meat is to be smoked,
this process should be commenced at an early period, to pre-
vent the necessity of the meat becoming very salt. All salt
beyond the amount absolutely necessary to cure meat, &c., by
skillful management, does injury, by unnecessarily destroyin
its nutritious qualities. From some experiments, it woul
seem that the best domestic method to cure pork, where it is
not to be smoked, is to cut it up, as for bacon, and salt with
best of salt, on benches till it is thoroughly drained, then dry
8alt it in hogsheads, with the coarsest solar salt. A bin made
of seasoned oak, of the proper size to hold the pork required
by the family, plantation, or establishment, for the year, is
better than hogsheads to salt pork in, in this manner. And
all who cure provisions should ever bear in mind that if they
allow putrescent gases to begin to swell in any part of them,
the di&culties of curing are increased an hun(fred fold.

In another part of this article the “sharpness and ferocity”
of Spanish and Portuguese salt is alluded to. This is undounbt-
edly owing to the large amount of iodine and bromine that
adheres to the salt by its being crystalized in a bed of filth
and impurities deposited from the sea-water from which it is
made. These salts are certainly strong, and will preserve flesh,
&e., from tainting, but they as certainly injure the flavor of
provisions cured with them; and from a tab{e to be appended
to this article, it will be seen that they constitute a large part
of the solar salt imported into the United States. In fact, last
year, I think, they constituted the largest part. In this coun-
try but little attention appears to be given to the injury that
the flavor of provisions may receive from particular kinds of
salt—not s0 in Europe. We have seen, in part, what has been
said about Dutch herring, and that Spanish and Portuguese
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salts are not used in England to any great extent on account
of their “sharpness” of taste. Much more could easily be col-
lected to show that in Europe they are very particular as to
the flavor of the salt they use. For making sugar-cured hams,
salting butter, and other like provisions, none but the cleanest,
purest, and best flavored salt should be used. In fact, for these
purposes, nothing but #wice crystalized solar salt ought to be
cmployed. Such an article could be afforded at rather less
than twice the price of ordinary salt. In a letter received
from Vermont a few months ago, a gentleman writes me that
a farmer in his region had, a number of years ago, put up some
400 lbs. of butter, with Turk’s Island salt, that he had care-
fully recrystalized, after having dissolved it in rain-water.
This butter was taken to Bombay, and in the fifth year of its
having been put up, some of it was brought to New Orleans
in a perfectly sweet state, and there commanded 62} cents
%)er pound. This is a most important fact. It has already
»een stated that Dr. Brownrigg advised that, for particular
purposes, salt made after his careful first process shonld be dis-
solved in rain-water and recrystalized. All chemists know the
value of recrystalization for the purpose of purifying any salt.

I think lime in any form, when it comes in contact with
flesh, after a long period, has the effect of decomposing it.
Even the carbonate of lime, in the form of particles of rock,
will do this. Irom the nature of the bottoms of the pans in
which solar salt is erystalized, morc or less marl and lime-sand
is mixed with it, according to the care taken to prevent it—
and cven the greatest care will not exclude it entirely. Tt
could be cheap%' got rid of at the time of raking the salt by
dashing clean, saturated pickle on the salt with a machine like
a firc-engine. It would cost some two to three cents per bushel,
extra, and it is certain that the consumer would find it eco-
nonical to pay this enhanced price.

It may be inquired where all of the good solar salt is to
come from to supply the place ot the sixteen or seventeen mil-
lions ot bushels ot boiled salt, now yearly consumed in this
country, if the importation and making ot this article should
ccase. The answer to this question would soon be made,
should our people gradually refuse to buy boiled salt for any

wrpose of curing provisions at any price, by the increased
importations of solar salt, and by the increased quantity of the
same kind of salt that would Le made in this country. We
have seen that they can, and do make solar salt at the brine
springs, in New York, and in the Kanawha salt basin. An
excellent article of solar salt was also made in the Eastern
States at a price that it would be cheaper for people to pay
than to use boiled salt and lose their meat. But solar salt can
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be made on our sea-coast, from New Jersey to Florida, after
the method adopted in the South of Germany, most certainly,
if they cannot make it without the aids to evaporation in use
in that country.

However, among the Florida Keys, and on the coast of
Texas, from Galveston to the Rio Grande, enough of the very
best solar salt can be made, cheaply, under all probable cir-
cumstances, to supply the whole United States east of the
mountains; and anywhere on the coast of California it can be
made to supply the country to the west of them. Beside,
there are many sources that supplies of this necessary article
can be made at, in the interior, by solar heat. The Great Salt
Lake seems to be the strongest and purest brine fountain
known. Its water is generally at 22, Beaumé. Some fifty-five
miles a little east of north from Brownsville, Texas, there is a
most singular salt lake or pond of some 30 to 40 acres extent.
The salt is crystalized over the bottom of this lake to an un-
known depth, with constantly “pickle” over it, one or two feet
deep. When they cut out the salt for use it soon crystalizes

e place from where it was taken to the same level as be-
fore. I have no knowledge of the quality of this salt. There
is scarcely a State or Territory but that solar salt can be made
in it; and if our people will obey the call of interest, and
cease entirely to use boiled salt for salting provisions, it would
create such a demand for solar salt, that it would call forth
such competition in making it, that very soon its price would
be reduced to what boiled salt is now.

It has been considered an index of the comfort and pros-
perity of a people the amount of salt that they consumed. In
our case the sign holds gond. About the end of the last century
it was estimated, that in the provinces of France where they
had purchased an exemption frow the gabelle or salt duty, the
consumption of salt was 194 pounds per head yearly. In the
other provinces it was less. Kt the same time it was estimated
at 22 pounds per head in England. In our country, such salt
as it is we consume nearly 50 pounds to each person annually.

I append some tables so show the sources whence we draw
our supplies of salt, in which can be seen about the quantity
from each source. In the case of England, the quantity does
not vary, from year to year, except to steadily increase ; but
from other countries, the quantity that we import is different
in different years. In 1854, from the high price of freights,
we imported but little salt from Spain and Portugal, but for
the two past years, I think, we have imported tull 1,000,000
bushels from those countries in each of those years, but I have
no official returns.

I bave no certain statement of the amount of boiled salt

4
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made in the Kanawha Salt Basin, since 1829, and have esti-
mated the increase there since that period, at a less figure
than has taken place at the New York Salt Works, which I
presume is in accordance with truth.

It will be remembered that the use of salt has greatly in-
creased in all manufacturing countries of late years, from its
extensive employment in the arts: bleaching materials, soda
for soap making, and many other chemicals are prepared from
it, émd for most of these purposes, boiled salt answers a good
end. .

An estimate of the salt made in the United States in 1829,
from a public document :

Bushels. Bushels.

Maine...ocoeeneieronnen 90,000 { Ohio.......c0eveveseoe. 426,850
New Hampshire.......... 1,200 | North Carolina......... . 31,860
Massachusetta,........... 567,289 | South Carolina........... 8,000
Rhode Island............ 1,600 | Kentucky.....c0c000es.. 187,320
Connecticat......co.0... 2,000 | Tennessee. ... coeeceeen.. 8,640
New York......oco0e0nne 1,291,220 | Alabsms.........c.cc... - 2,000
New Jersey........c...... 2,800 | Mlinois........cecvuu. . 188,000
Delaware........c0euuee . 7,500 Pennsylvania, Arkansas, Florids, and
Maryland............... 88,000 | Indiana—no satisfactory returns.
Virginis.......... cerenn 1,061,000

Total in the United States, 3,804,229 bushels.

Nore.—The estimated %t.nntity of boiled salt made in Pennsylvania, in 1829
and 1830 is 600,000 bushels per annom. See * Pitkin’s Statistics.”

All of the above was boiled salt except that made in Massa-
chusetts, Maine, and Rhode Island.

Imports of boiled salt-from Great Britain, in different years,
from 1802 to 1854, inclusive:

Buashels. l Bushels.
1802 about............. 1,200,000° | 1830 about............. . 8,661,472
1827 about.......... ... 8,027,838 | 1854 about........... ... 1,080,970

I have not the official statement of the quantity imported
from that country in 1855 and 1856, but the estimated quan-
tity will be found in another table.

Salt made at the New York Salt Works in the years 1855
and 1856, from Report of the Superintendents:

Bushels. Bushels.
In 1855 boiled salt.. .. ... 5,085,815 | In 1856 Loiled salt. . ..... 5,390,771
“ solarsalt........ 717,526 “ solarsalt......... 693,114
Total..ouueueernaens 5,803,841 Total ............... 6,082,885

Nore.—They make about 500,000 bushels of salt, per sanum, called * dairy
salt,” but I do not know how it is made.

* ] have mislaid my memorandurm for 1802, the authority for the rest of the
table is “Pitkin's Statistics.” .



POLITICS AND EOONOMICS OF ARISTOTLE AND MR. CALHOUN. 168

Imports of Salt snto the United States, 1854.

Bushels.
From England, boiled salt........ Ceeeaeas 7,080,979
From Ireland, boiled salt........... ceeeens 10,615
From British West Indies, solar salt........ 1,863,166
From Spain and Portugal solar salt.. ....... 392,838
Total importations from all foreign countries. 10,158,376
Of which, was boiled salt, about........ ... 7,100,000
And solar salt, about............c.o.oultn 3,058,376

As has been stated, in the body of the article, from the high
rate of freight we import but little salt from Spain and Portu-
gal; the same cause prevented any from commi in that year
from the Cape de Verde and Azore Islands, but I have reason
to know, for the two years past, there have been over 1,000,000
bushels imported in each year from those sources. It ia
singular that our importation of salt from France, in that year,
was no more than 30,000 bushels, nor do we at any time im-
port much salt thence.

An estimate of the annual consumption of salt in the United
States in the two past years, (1855 and 1856,) stating the
Kinds, and the sources, whence drawn :*

Bushels.
From Great Britain, full...........c00..n.0 8,000,000 boiled salt.
“ New YorK....ooveeeeeeneacncnnnnans 5,200,000 * “
“ Other parts of United States....... ... 8,800,000 « ¢
Total borled salt.....ccevevveericiaancnss 17,000,000

From Spain, Portugal and their possessions... 1,000,000 solar salt.
“ Bnpt;sh West Indies and other parts in '

their vicinity......ooeieeiieiiinnnnn 2,000,000 * «
“ New York....ccovveereenernneanens 850,000 ‘¢
* Other parts of United States........... 300,000 ¢
“ All other sources......cceeveueveenn .. 50,000 « «
Total solar salt......covvveeeenennnnnns 4,000,000

Grand total bushels for the United States.. 21,000,000

THE POLITICS AND ECONOMICS OF ARISTOTLE AND MR. CALHOUN.

Philosophers, with few exceptions, have signally failed when they
have attempted to play the part of politicians. Their failures, too,
have been singularly alike. They all split upon the sane rock, despite
of the fate of their predecessors, the lessons of history, and the warn-
ings of human experience. The great Plato, in his Republie, attempts
o “expel nature,” and to construct a society out of human materials
without regard to the ordinary characteristics of human nature. His

® Norr—In two or three places the author is made to say muriote instead of
salphate of magnesia. It was discovered after the pages were in press, and the
reader will hold the office of the Review alone responsible for the mistake.—Es. .
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high reputation was wholly inadequate to give currency to his vision-
ary schemes. Yet his example has been followed by most political

hilosophers from his day to the present. Sir Thomas More's Utopia,
Eacon’s Atlantis, Harrington’s Oceana, Locke’s Scheme of Government
for South Carolina, the Visions of Rousseau, of Hobbes, and a host of
others, were failures of the same character. None of them were con-
tent to follow human nature, but proposed entirely to change it by
force of highly artificial, social, and governmental arrangements. 'But
it was in the infidel age immediately preceding the first French revolu-
tion that this wild aud profane political and social philosophy became
most prevalent. From that day to this it has convulsed Frauce aud
most of Western Europe with bloody but fruitless revolutions. Never-
theless, its votaries are far more numerous and more sanguine than
ever, and equally ready to adopt a kingdom, a city, a village, or a
phalanstery, as the subjects of their rash experiments. All the fail-
ures of Owen, Fanny Wright, Louis Blanc, Greely, and a thousand
others, besides the larger failures of Abbe Sieze, and Lamartine and
his associates, do not abate a jot their confidenec of ultimate and
speedy success. The whole pack of abolitionists and socialists of Eu-
rope and America have a Utopia in full view which they still pursue
with bloodhound pertinacity. .

Unfortunately for us of America, the minds of Franklin, Jefferson,
Paine, and probably many others who gave tone and direction to pub-
lic opinion during, and just after our Revolution, were tinctured with
this rash philosophy which we have described. It is true, they did not
succeed in impressing their theories on the forms of our institutions,
which were like all permanent institutions—the outgrowth of circum-
stances, the results of compromise and necessity, or the gradual accre-
tions of time, and mostly borrowed from England, where their adapta-
tion to the people to be governed had been sufficiently téste!. Such
practical or wise men as Washington and Hamilton, Madison and Jay,
modified and fitted our governments, thus originating, to meet the pe-
culiarities of our position. But whilst statesmen, not philosophers,
formed our governments, the latter threw in and attached a plentiful
batch of abstractions, taken from the doctrines of Locke, Rosseau, and
such like political visionarics, that have done no good and are threat-
ning much harm. The abolitionists and socialists of Europe and
America have seized upon these abstractions, and now employ them in
attempting the overthrow of all the institutious of society, and the in-
auguratioun of wilder schemes of government than Plato or Sir Thomas
More ever dreamed of. The Declaration of Independence, and the
Virginia Bill of Rights, are daily relied on as authority by the anarchists
of Europe and America, and it is hard to deny or retute their construc-
tion of these instruments. We ‘must assail the whole philosophy on
which they are founded, and yet there has been little other political
philosophy in the world. Aristotle, however, to one of whose works
we are about to invite attention, is a distinguished and noble excep-
tion. He modestly and wisely took human nature as he found it, and
proposed to adopt government to man, not wan to government. The
family composed of wife, children, and slaves; he found co-extensive
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with civilized humanity, and therefore did not attempt to disrupt its.
ties, or to alter its parts, but only by law to enforce obligations and
social and family duties, which history and experience showed to be
natural. He commences his treatise on Politics and Economics with
a description of the family, and begins with the slaves as a component
art of every perfect family. The other school of philosophy, of which
rotagoras and Plato were as distinguished lights in remote antiquity,
as Fourier, and Owen, aud Greely in modern times, generally pro
not only to abolish slavery, but to abolish the family itself, aud to throw.
husbands, wives, and children into a sort of common public stock. It
were well they stopped here, but they propose to disrupt all human
ties, and to abolish everything which God and Nature have established.
This school of philosophy leads and controls the Black Republican
party in America, threatrens the disruption of the Union, the abolition
of slavery at the South, and the overthrow of everything sacred, use-
ful, or reasonable in the institutions of the North. It is time the reli-
gious, the moral, and conservative should look about them for an op-
posite philosopby with which to repel and refute their assaults. In this
work of Aristotle will be found the book which they need. In all res-
pects he differs with Plato, who proposed, in his Republic, to have
wives, children, and property-in common, and elaborately disputes and
refutes his proposition. He considered it the first duty of the State to
preserve the purity and distinctuess of the family, and much of his
work is devoted to enforcing the proper treatment, training, and educa-
tion of slaves and children, and to showing what are the appropriate
duties of masters and husbands, parents and wives. Even practical
legislators and wise ctatesmen have forgotten, in one day, the family,
and left it to take care of itself. And whilst they express a holy horror
at the doctrine, that “the king can do no wrong,” take it for granted that
the most ignorant and cruel husband or father is infallible, never errs,
and may be left to exercise over wife and children the most unlimited
despotism. Hence the number of trials and convictions for wife-mur-
der, and hence, also, no doubt, the fact stated by the abolitionist, Ste-
rhen Pearle Andrews, that “there are ten times as many fugitives
rom matrimony at the North as fugitives from labor.” This is the
reason, too, why Massachusetts grants five hundred divorces in a single
year. The owners of slaves are almost always too enlightened to abuse
women and children, and it is they who form public opinion at the
South, and thereby control, in great measure, the moral conduct of all
the members of society. Ill treatment of wives and children is very
rare with us, for here the family is considered a sacred and a holy thing,
whilst at the North it is going quite out of repute and fashion, and per-
petual partnerships between man and woman are taking the place of
regular Christian marriage. These partnerships prove perpctual, how-
ever, in naught save the name. ,

Cicero adopted most of the political and social doctrines of Aristotle,
but he did not possess equal genius, and does not expound and enforce
them with so much abihity. Beside, Aristotle is the fountain-bead of
all true conservatism, and the weight of his name and authority would
go far to disabuse the world of its faith in the philosophy of Plato,
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More, Locke, and the French and German socialists, from which latter
many of the pestiferous isms of the North borrow their opinions; in
many respects, howerver, these isms exceed in absurdity all their prede-
eessors and all their cotemporaries.

The South is lamentably deficient in self-appreciation, and such she
must ever be so long as she borrows her thoughts, sentiments, opin-
ions, and even her fashions from abroad. From early boyhood to old
age we read scarce any bhut foreign books, and gradually and imper-
eeptibly imbibe the ill opinion of ourselves and our institutions which
these foreign books inculcate. We must have a thought and litera-
ture of our own, learn to respect ourselves, and hurl back upon our
accusers the charges which they falsely make against us aud our insti-
tutions. It is they, not we, who oppress the laboring man. A distin-
guished New Yorker remarked to us a few days since that “ the differ-
ence between free laborers and slaves was, that slaves had masters
without asking for them ; free laborers could not live without masters,
yet could not always obtain them when they most needed them.” In
the depths of winter, when subsistence is dearest, large nunbers of
free laborers are without masters or employers. The capitalists hire
them in the summer, during seed time and harvest, and turn them out
to starve in winter, in sickoess, and in old age. They are thus cruel
because the law does not compel them at all times to take care of their
hirelings, as it does masters to provide for their slaves. It isin free
society that the laborer is treated with cruelty and injustice, not with
us. Yet the Southern sind will never be convinced of this great
trath, never be satisfied that its own is the only natural, true, and
rightful form of society, until it rears up a thought and literature of
its own. But until it is a0 convinced and satisfied it will neither
duly respect itself, nor be able to make a proper defence before the
world.

The first and most essential step towards attaining such a result, is,
that all our colleges and universities repudiate such text books as
Smith, Parley, and Wayland, and adopt Aristotle in their stead,.

Abolition has already doue an infinite deal of good for the South in
making her more self-reliant, in compelling her to improve and develop
her resources, build up manufactures, erect schools and colleges, edu-
eate her people at home, and cut off in various forms her dependence
on the North. It only remains for us to make our schools and colleges
fountains and centres of Southern thought and opinion. To do so we
must cast aside all our old school books and text books and adopt new
ones. Many learned men among us ares now preparing such books.
They are necessary, and will be useful. “But none of our writers can
compare in ability, much less in weight of authority, with Aristotle.
His work has stood the test of more than two thousand years, and is
still considered the best ever written on the subjects that he treats of.
Besides, it is the great original fountain from which all broad and sci-
entific defence of Southern institutions must be deduced.

The edition which we are reviewing is by Edward Walford, M. A.,
late scholar of Baliol college, Oxford, with an introductory essay and
life of Aristotle, by Dr. Gilliss; published in Bohn'’s Classical Library :
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“In explaining the origin of political society, Aristotle writes neither the
satire nor the panegyric of human nature; which, by writers of less wisdom
than faney, have been al'.ernataly eubstituted for plain history. In this, asin
all other inquiries, his first question is, what are the phenomena! His second,
what is the analogy of nature! Building on these foundations, he concludes
that both society and government are as congenial to the nature of man, as it
is natural for a plant to fix its roots in the earth, to extend its branches, and to
scatter its seeds. Neither the cunning, cowardly principles asserted by Hobbes
and Mandeville, nor the benevolent mioral affections espoused by Shaftesbury
and Hutcheson, according to our author’s notions, ought to be involved in the
solution of the present question: since the first political societies are as inde-
pendent of human intelligence, and therefore of moral determination, as thein-
stinctive actions of plants and insects, tendinf to the preservation of their re-
spective kinds, are independent of any intelligence of their own; even when

ey move and operate conformably to the laws of the most consummate
wisdom.

“Government, then, is coeval with society, and society with men. Both are
the works of nature; and therefore, in explaining their origin, there cannot be
the smallest ground for the fanciful supposition of engagements and contracts,
independently of which the great modern antagonist of Aristotle declares, in
the following words, that no government can be lawful or binding: ‘The
ori&innl compact, which befglns and actually constitutes any political society, is
nothing but the consent of any number of freemen capable of a majority, to
unite and to incorporate into such a society. And this is that, and that only,
which could give beginning to any lawful government in the world." From this
maxim, which is perpetually incunlcated in Locke’s two treatises on government,
is fairly deducible the inalienable right of mankind to be self governed; that is,
to be their own legislators, and their own directors; or, i t{ey find it incon-
venient to assume the administration of affairs in their own persons, to appoint
representatives who may exercise a delegated sovereignty, essentially and in-
alienably inherent in the orle at large. Thence results the new inalienable
right of all mankind to be fairly represented, a right with which each individual
was invested from the commencement of the world, but of which, until very
recently, no one knew the name, or had the least notion of the thing. From
this right to fair representation, there follows, by necessary consequence, the
right of universal suffrage, universal eligibility, and the universal and just pre-

derancy of majorities in all cases whatever.

“8uch is the boasted and specious theory begun in the works of our Locke
and our Molynecux, continued in those of our Price and our Priestley, and car-
ried to the utmost extravagance in those of (I wish not to say our) Rousseau,
Paine, and the innumerable pamphleteers whose writtings occasioned or accom-

ied the American and French revolutions,

“Such works, coopentin with the peculiar circumstances of the times, have
produced, and are still producing, the most_extraordinary effects ; by arming
the passions of the multitude with a false principle, fortifying them by specious
arguments, and thereby stirring into action those discordant elcments which
paturally lurk in the bosom of every commuuity. 1t is not consistent with my
design, 1n defending the tenets of my author, to answer his political adversaries
with declamation and obloquy—(a rash and dangerous attempt! since the voice
of the multitude will always be the loudest and the strongest}—but merely to
examine whether the fundamental maxim of their great master, Locke, be itself
founded in truth. To prove that government is merely a matter of consent, he
assumes for a reality a wild fiction of the fancy; what he calls a state of nature,
which he defines to be ‘men living together according to reason, without a
common superior on earth with authority to judge between them.” But he him-
self seems aware that this s?poud natural state of man is a state in which
man never yet was found; and in which, if by violence thrust into it, he could
not remain for a single day. Locke, I sva";. saw the difficulty, which, instead of
meeting, he only endeavors to elude. ‘Where are there,” he asks, ‘or ever were
there, any men in such a state of nature!” He answers, ‘that since all princes
snd rulers of independent governments, all through the world, are in the state
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of nature, it is plain the world never was, and never will be, without numbers
of men in‘that state.” But this, I affirm, is not 1o answer the proposed ques-
tion; for princes aud rulers of independent states do not live together, nor as-
sociate'and ‘herd,’ as he himself expresses it, in the same society. If they did
80, they could not subsist without government: for government and society are
things absolutely inseparable; they commence together; they grow up to-
gether; they are both of them equally natural ; and so indissolubly united,
that the destruction of the one is necessarily accompanied by the destruction of
the other. This is the true sense of Aristotle, as understood and expressed by
an illustrious defender of just government and genuine liberty. *As we use and

ercise our bodily members, before we understand the ends and purposes of
this exercise, 8o it is by nature herself that we are united and associated into
political society.’

*“Locke, who so severely, and, as I have endeavored to prove, so unjustly ar;
raigns what is called Aristotle’s Metaphysics, appears to have equally mistaken
his Politics. 1lad he understood theinvaluable work to which he refersin terms
of commendation, this idol of rcodern philosophers, and especially of modern
politicians, would not probably (since he was a man of great worth as well as
of great wisdom) have produced a theory of government totally impossible
in practice; a theory admirably fitted, indeed, for rrodncing revolutions and.
sedition, but according to which, as is evinced by all history, no political fabrie
ever yet was reared ; orif it were to be reared, could ever possibly be pr served.
The neglect or misapprehension of some of the most important parts of Aristotle’s
writtings is indecd most deeply to be lminented.  Of the many thousand authors
who have copied or commented on his Logic, the fur greater number omit his
interesting chapters on language; deeming the consideration of words below
the dignity of philosophers. His profound observations concerning the nature
and constitution of a family have been equally overlooked by his pretended
followers in politics. Yet as his analysis of language has been proved to be the
sole foundation of logic, 8o his analysis of a fumily, and his explanation of the
causes through which its clements naturally and regularly combine, can alone
enable us clearly to discern the analogous principles (principles continually in-
sisted on by himself ) which have raised and upheld the great edifice of civil
society; which is not a mass, but a system, and which, like every :iystem, im-
plies a distinction of parts; with many moral as well as physical differences,
relative and reciprocal; the powers and fperfect.iom; of one part supplying the
incapacities and defects of another. To form a commonwealth fromn clements
of equal valuc, or of equal dignity, is an attempt not less absurd than that of
composing a piece of music from one and the same note.

*“A difficult question follows, how far social inequality, whether civil or do-
mestic may be allowed to extend? [t is with a trembling hand that I touch the
delicate subject of slavery; an undertaking to which nothing could encourage me,
but the utmost confidence in the humanity, as well as in the judgment of my
author. First of all, Aristotle expressly condemns the cruel practice, prevalent
in his own days of enslaving prisoncrs of war; secondly, he declares, in the
most explicit terms, all slaves fairly entitled to freedom, whenever it elearly
appears that they are fitly qualified for enjoying it. But the benefits conferred
on men, he observes, must in all cases be limited by their calmcitics for receiv-
ing them ; and these capacities are themselves limited by the exigencies and
necessities of our present impeifect condition. The helplessness of infancy and
childhood, the infirmities of old age, and the urgencies attending mankind in
every stage of their existence on earth, render it indispensably necessary that
a great proportion of the species should be habitually employed in mere me-
chunical labor, in the strenuous excrtions of productive industry, and the petty
tasks of domestic drudgery. Natuve, therefore, in whose plan and intention
the system of socicty preccdes and tukes place of the parts of which it is com-

seg, has variously organized and moulded the human character as well as the
human frame, without setting other bounds to this variety, than are imposed
by the good of the whole system, of which individuals are not independent
units, but constituent elementa. According to this plan or intention, the Stagi-
rite maintains, that there is room for the widest of all discriminations, and the
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lowest of all oceupations, domestic servitude, a species of labor not omg:loged
in production, but totally consumed in use; becaunse sole]r, but not unprofitably,
spent in promoting the ease and accommodation of life. In the relation of
master and servant, the good of the master may indeed be the Fﬁmuy object ;
but the benefit of the servant or slave is also a neceseary result, since he only
is naturally and justly a slave, whose powers are competent to mere bodily
labor; who is capable of listening to reason, but incapable of exercising that
sovereign faculty; and whose weakness and short-sightedness are so great, that
it is safer for him to be guided or governed through life by the prudence of
another. But, let it always be remembered, that ‘one class of men ought to
have the qualifications requisite for masters, before another can either fitly or
.usefully be employed as slaves.” Government, then, not only civil but domes-
tic, is & most serious duty, a most sacred trust ; & trust, the very nature of which
is totally incompatible with the supposed inalienable rights of all men to be
* self-governed. 'Fboee rights, and those only, are inalienable, which it is impossi-
ble for one person to exercise for another: and to maintain those to be natural
and inali¢nable rights, which the persons supposed to be invested with them can
never ’)omibly exercise, consistently either with their own safety, or with the
good of the community, is to confound all notions of things, and to invert the
whole order of nature; of which it is the primary and unalterable law, that
forecast should direct imnprovidence, reasen control passion, and wisdom comi-
mand folly.”

Mr. Calhoun in his Disquisition on Government, which forms the
first division of his works, edited by Richard K. Cralle, maintains much
4f the doctrines of Aristotle. Tt is entirely obvious, that Mr. Calhoun’s
views are the results of his own reflection and observation, and are not
borrowed from the Stagyrite. We doubt whether he ever read his poli-
tics and economics, for we think the book has but recently been pub-
lished iu America. This coincidence of opinion between two great, obser-
vant, learned, and experienced men, living more than two thousand years
apart, goes far to strengthen the authority of®Aristotle to prove his
adaptation for modern use, to show the saneness of human nature and
of buman institutions, in all ages and countries, and to establish the
theory for which both contend that society, law, government, religion,
nay, all buman institutions, are of natural origin, growth, and develop-
ment, and that

“There is a Divinity that shapes our ends
Roogh hew them how we will.”

Tn the first page of his treatise, Mr. Calhoun without naming it, ex-
pressly repudiates the social contract, and maintains the doctrine of
Aristotle that man, society, and government are congenital. He says:

*The firet question accordingly to be considered is, what is that constitution
or law of our nature, without which, government would not exist, and with
which, its existence is necessary?

“In considering this, I assume, as an incontestible fact, that man is so con-
stituted as to be a social being. His inclinations and wants, phvsical and moral,
irresistibly impel him to associate with his kind, and he has aceordingly,
never been found in any age or country in any state, other than the social. ﬂ.
no other, indeed, could he exist, and in no other, were it possible for bim to
exist, could he attain to a full development of his moral and intellectual faculties,
or raise himself, in the scale of being much above the level of the brute creation.

‘I must assume, also, as a fact, not less incontestible, that while man is so
constituted as to make the social state neeessary to his existence and the full
development of his faculties, this state itself cannot exist without government.
The assumption rests on universal experience. In no age or country has any
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society or community, ever here found, whether enlightened or savage, without
government of some description.”

Again, he says:

“To the Infinite Being, the Creator of all, belongs exclusively, the care and
superintendence of the whole. He, in his infinite wisdom and goodness, has
allotted to every class of animated beings its condition and appropriate functions;
and has endowed each with feelings, instincts, capacities, am? faculties, best
adapted to its allotted condition. To man, he has assigned the social and politi-
cal state, as but adopted to develop the t capacities and faculties, intellectual
and moral, with which he has endowed him ; and has accordingly constituted
him so as not to impel him into the social state, but to make government neces-
sary for his preservation and well-being.”

These doctrines of Calhoun and Aristotle are of vital importance to
the South ; for if a social contract precedes society, then it is but fair
to assume, that all men have surremrered to government equal amounts
of rights and liberty, and retained equal amounts, hence all men remain
equal, or of right.ought to be, and domestic slavery becomes a gross
violation of natural right.

But the consequences of the doctrine would not end here; all men

being equal, all would have equal right to the soil, and equal right to
govern. Carry out the principle of the social contract into practice,
and it ledds to an equal division of land, and the government by turns
of every member of society, all which is impracticable and absurd, and,
therefore, the doctrine of the social contract is itself absurd and should
be rejected.
« The next passage which we shall.quote from Mr. Calhoun, we think
fully equal to anything ever written by Aristotle. Yet, we wish that
he had gone farther. He says: “It would seem that it has exceeded
hugnan sagacity deliberately to plan and construct constitutional gov-
ernments.” Might he not truly have said, that government, in all its
forms, from that of a family to that of a kingdom, is not of human con-
trivance, but of natural and necessitous origin and growth §* Might he
not have added that there is no such thing as absolute anarchy, pure
despotism? When no constitutional checks are interposed to limit
power, when no legal institutions exist to oppose the will of the con-
tract, nature supplies a thousand checks and balances to control his
conduct, and to mitigate his tyranny, The father is the universal and
natural head and despot of the family, but his conduct is influenced,
and often entirely controlled by wife, children, slaves, the church to
which he belongs, or, by public opinion. 'We say by slaves, because it
is & notorious fact in history, that in Asia, where slaves are of the same
color with the master, they are very generally, “ a power behind the
throne greater than the thrcne itself.”

Our own governments and institutions are generally supposed to be
of human origin and contrivance. Never was there a greater mistake,
nor one more likely to lead to mischievous consequences. The Colo-
nies brought with them the laws and institutions of England, and modi-
fied them very slightly to euit the difference of condition bu.ween an
old and a new country. Those laws and institutions were the growth
and accretion of time, circumstance, necessity, and compromise, not
the contrivance of any man or set of men. The Confederation arose
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out of the neceseities of the times. It it was found inadequate for com-
tinuanoe, and our present Constitution of the Union grew up by bai
gain and compromise of opposing interests, and was not the work of
any man in the Convention that framed it, nor the joint work of all,
bat a compromise in which the opinions and purposes of none were
fally carried out. It was the outgrowth of nature, Providence, and
necessity, not the work of man. It will last, beesusé it is God-made,
not man-made. Man can no more make a human government thao he
can make a human being, a tree, or a honeyeox With these re-
mh we introduce the quotation which we ppomised from Mr. Oul-
n:

“ Complexity aud difficulty of donstruction, as far as they form objeetions,
spply not only to governmenta of the coticurrent m%«:rit‘y the -form,
baut to constitutional governments of every form. The least complex and the
most easily constructed of them are much more complex and difficult of con-
struction any of the absolute forms. Indeed, so great has been this diffi-
éulty, that their construction has been the result, not so much of wisdom and

otism, as of favorable combinations of circumstances. They have, for the
moet part, grown out of the struggles of eonﬂioﬁniinuruh, which, from some
fortunate turn, bave ended in a compromise, by which both parties have beea
i in tome way or another, to have a separate and distinet voice in the
t. Where this has not been the case, they have been the product of
ate circumstances, acting in conjunction with some preesing danger, which,
from their adoption, as the only means by which it could be avoided It would
seem it has exceeded human ity, deliberately to plan and construct comsti-
tational governments, with a full knowledge of the principles on whioh they
'were formed, or to reduce them to practice, without the pressure of some imme-
diste and urgent neceesity. Nor is it surprising that such should be the case,
for it would seem almost impossible for any man, or body of men, to be s0
foundly and thoroughly acquainted with the people of any community, which
has made any considerable progress in civilization and wealth, with nﬂ the di-
versified interests ever accompanying them, as to be able to organise constitu-
tional governments suited te their condition. But even were this ble, it
‘would be difficult to find any community sufficiently enlightened and patriotic
to adopt such a government without the compulsion of some pressing necessity.
A constitution, to succeed, must spring from the bosom of the community, and
be adapted to the intelligence and character of the peoplo, and all the multifa-
rious relations, internal and external, which distinguish one people from another.
If it do not, it will prove in practice to be, not a constitution, but a cumbrous
snd useless machine, which must be speedily superseded and laid aside for some
other more sitnple, and better suited to their condition.”

Mr. Calhoun seems always to employ the terms “coustitution” and
“ constitutional” ‘as gsynonymous with “institution” and “institutional.”
Institutions check and balance each other, and constitutions are only
80 far valugble as they establish institutions.” As well whistle to the
winds as to prescribe rules of government without plwin% men in
power whose interests it shall be to enforce those rules. Mr, Calhoun's

concurrent majority” is nothing but the concurrence of the various
institations that naturally and gradually arise in all civilized govern-
ments. It is to be lamented that Mr. Calhoun did not confine himself
to the analysis of government rather than to its formation, The pas-
sages whic{ we have quoted from his works, show, that at times, the
great truth was impressed on his mind, that society and government
are natural and necessitous—God-made, not man-made. Mr. Calhoun’s
works display a remakable power of dialectical ability, a fervid and
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“lofty morality, and a pariotism’ that seems’at times to absorb all his
other feelings and faculties; but his works are controversial in fact,
though not in profession, for he wrote them under a keen sense of
wrong and injustice, inflicted by the North. Yet, as treatises on politi-
cal and social philosophy, they contain much more of abstract truth
than any of the text books emploved in our colleges and universities.
Their analyses and exposition of the frame-work and tendencies of our
own institutions are invaluable. They should, therefore, be used as text
books in oui*ichools, Like all such books, they are only valuable in

\:be hands of learned, able, and discriminating professors. No man is

\ o far above his fellow-men that his books should be swallowed whole.

DR. KAXE'S ARCTIC EXPLORATIONS.

Century after century has left its record of perilaus adven-
ture and daring, of danger encountered and suffering endured,
beyond almost the capacities of physical life, and yet the prob-
lem of the polar regions is still almost as much unsolved as
when the Sxt):andinavians first -attempted it, long years before
Columbus had dared the Western deep, or given, beyond its
confines, to Castile and Aragon, a new world.

There stands the pole still, unassayed, undesbribed, girt
around by a circle two thousand four hundred miles in diame-
ter, of snows and ice piled mountain high, grotesque, terrific,
sublime, and interminable, where

“Blocks of esapphire seem to mortal eye
Hewn from Cerulean quarries in the sky,
With giacier battlements that crowd the spheres.”

The Arctic ocean includes, on the Asiatic side, Nova Zembla
and the new Siberian Isles, extending to about the 76° of lati-
tude, and on the European and American sides, Spitzbergen,
reaching to 80°, and Greenland, whose northern point has not

¢ yet been determined. What other geographical features it
may present, with the exception of some large islands that
face the American continent, is the problem for future dis-
covery. ’

As early as the ninth and tenth centuries, the Scandinavi-
ans, or sea-kings, it is ascertained, made their daring adven-
tures to the Greenland coast, and a century later, it is believed,
reached as far north as 72° 55, coasting south to Massachusetts
Bay. The colonies planted by them perished in the course of
time. In 1497, Cabot, aiming for the pole, reached the lati-
tude of 67° 30’. Then began the search, so zealously prosecu-
ted since, for that western passage, which should be the path-
way of commercial adventure to the wealthy regions of the
East. Cortereal, soon after Cabot, attained the 60°, but lost
his life in the event. His brother Miguel perished in the at-
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tempt to seek him out. In 1553, Hugh Willoughby and his
crew perished among the snows of Lapland, in struggling to
make the passage from the Enropeanside. Irobisher,a quarter
of a century later, perceived the entrance of Hudson’s, and
explored Frobisher’s Strait. Humphrey Gilbert struck the
shores of New IFoundland, but his expedition ended disas-
trously, and his own ship foundered at sea. ‘When last seen,
though in imminent peril, he was holding a book in his hand,
and exhorting his men with the words—* courage my lads,
we are as near Ileaven at sea as on land.”

In 15335, Davis made a further advance towards the pole by
discovering the strait which bears his name, and by skirting
the Greenland coast; and in the same century the "Dutch,
Danes, and French were making unremitting cfforts in the
same quarter, in their anxiety to reach the Indian seas without
traversing the ocean, over which the Spaniards cxercised su-
premacy.

There is something terrible in the voyaging of Barentz
which has never since been exceeded, it equaled. Making
his way between Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla, his vessel be-
came frozen in. IHere the appalling Arctic winter had to be
endured without any of the appliances with which subsequent
explorations have been fitted. A rude hut was built of drift-
wood. The closeness of its interior nearly suffocated them,
and the walls and beds were covered with ice. I7or months the
party kept constantly in bed, unless em}\)loyed in the operations
of cooking. Day and night were alike. I"oxes were heard
running over head, but could not be caught. Seated before
the fire the backs of the party would be white with frost. The
ship was abandoned early in June, and the crew, twelve in
number, took, for escape, to the boats. The indefatigable
chief died, chart in hand, from oxhaustion. The survivors
reached the coast of Lapland after a voyage of 29 days, and
1,143 miles, and embarked thence for home upon a Dutch ship.

In 1607, Henry Hudson coasted Spitzbergen to the 813°,
and the next year to 75° and was convinced that a northeast
passage was unattainable. Several other voyages were made
by this noble old navigator, who discovered and explored

udson’s Bay. Ile spent a winter in these northern regions
with great suffering, and in the attempt atterwards to escape,
was, in & mutiny ot the crew, abandoned by them, and left to
perish with the few that remained faithful to his fortunes.
Similar attempts of Baflin made known to the world the im-
mense extension of the bay which bears his own name.

All of thesc adventurers navigated the perilous seas of the
North in vessels which varied in burden from 10 to 56 tons,
and were but long-boats in comparison with thosc at present
in usc.
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_‘During much of this period the Russians fitted ont, upon
their side, innumerable northern expeditions, involving, like
the rest, shipwreck, scurvy, starvation, and death, the usunal
concomitants of Arctic navigation. The greatest of their he-
roes in this field is Behring, the discoverer of the strait of that
name. Sl;ipwreeked, he encouiitered winter on an island near
the coast of Kamtschatka, and amid its hardships died. A
Cossack of his party constructed a boat; forty feet in length,
from the wreck of the ship, and in this erazy vessel all of the
survivors navigated the sea to the port of Petropalanski. - Thee
Russian expeditions by sea and by land were made by Schala-
roff, Andrejeff, Billings, Ani;m, and Yon Wrangell.

We come again to the nglish—to the land jonmz:nof
gae&rag and ent;ie across tfmftgl:itoﬁes (;f the H:d 8(;3

y Com —ito the vo o ipps, who reach
48’ on thgnsn%tzbergen ﬁgmd of &?)sk, who, in 1776, at-
tained the 70° 45'. From that time a panse in northern explo-
rations ensued, until about 1816, when the Greenland whalers
having reported an extraordinary breaking up of the polar ice,
the Admuralty determined upon renewed efforts. Captains
Roes and Sir lidward Parry were sent out immediately in quest

- of the northwest passage. Baffin’s Bay was carefully examin-
ed, and Lancaster Sound pronounced to be a bay, affording no
entrance into any western sea. Captain Franklin and Buc
went in search of the pole.

A word in regard to Franklin, whose melancholy fate at-
tracts the sympathy of the civilized world. He entered, very
early, the navy, assisted in surveying the coast of Australis,
was with Nelson at Copenhagen and at Trafalgar, and did set-
vice against New Orleans, in 1815, where he was wounded.
In this expedition he was directed to pass to the north between
Spitzbergen and Greenland, and endeaver to reach the pole.

Lieutenant Parry, the second officer under Ross, differing
with his commander in regard to the impracticability of a
western pnasaie throngh Lancaster Sound, conducted an.ex-
pedition into that quarter soon after the return of Ross. He
reached longitude 83° 12', and penetrated this sound for 150
miles. The course was thence uninterrupted to longitude 86°
30/, nothing now seeming to interfere with reaching Icy Cape,
on the western American coast. -On the 4th of September,
they reached 110° west, and thus became entitled to the Par-
liamentary reward of £5,000. The expedition returned to
England, having sailed 30° further to the west than any of its
predecessors, having discovered numerous islands, ete., and as-
certained, as it was claimed, the existence of the North Polar
sea, preservinﬁi during all, sound and .vigorous health. A
second and a third voyage was made by this bold explorer.
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In 1820 Sir John Franklin assayed the land pm:zfe, start-
ing from York Factory, Hudson’s Bay, with several others;
but after three years of time, and over five thousand miles of
journeyings, under trials which baffle description, he returned
unsuccessful. In 1824 he undertook, again, with Dr. Rich-
ardson, this hazardous adventure, hoping to descend Macken-
zie river to the sea, and, if possible, make his way westwardly
to Icy cape, and perchance to Behring’s strait. It was the
fortune of this brave commander to have twice allied himeelf
Jn mamn.ﬁe with women of the most heroic co , intelli-
gence, and spirit. The world is well acquainted with the pre-
sent Lady Franklin; but the former, his first wife, who was
lying at the point of death when this expedition was to set
out, refused to allow her condition to interrupt, but pressed
upon her husband, by every consideration of love and glory,
to depart on the day agsointed, and not to pause in the career
of his fame, until he had planted a silk flag she had worked
for him on the shores of the polar sea. She died the day after
his departure.

Bat our pu in this article must be chiefly with Dr.
Kanel, and it be necessary, therefore, to pass over with
merely a word of mention, the voyages of Beechy and Lyoxz
of Scoresby and Clavering, the fourth voyage of Parry, an
the second of Ross, Back’s, and-the land expedition of Rae,
the last and fatal voyage of Franklin, and the searching ex-
peditions of Kellett, Moore, Richardson, Rae, Ross, Ken-
n_edg, M’Clure, eté.; etc. By land or by sea, these were all
bold, hazardous, and so far as the great objects were concern-
ed, unsnccessful. M’Clure, however, from Behring’s straits,
made the passage, in the Indicator, to & point which had been
reached by Parr{, going from Baffin’s Bay, thus demonstratin
the existence of a water communication around the no
coast of America, and discovering, it 18 said, the Northwest

Rase, too, on his second expedition in 1854, found articles In
the possession of the Esquimaux, recognized as belonging to
Franklin’s party. He was informed %y them that in 1850
abont forty white men were seen drawing sledges and a boat
over the ice, and from signs it was understood that their vessel
had been (featroyed by the ice. At the close of the same
winter, the bodies of thirty-five of these men were found scat-
tered about, in tents or under the boat, and one of them seem-
ed to be an officer. From the condition of some of the bodies
it was supposed the part‘? had been driven by their hunger to
cannibalism. The powder and amunition were very far from
exhausted, which, with other relics, passed into the hands of
the natives. On a silver plate was engraved “Sir John Frank-
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lin, K. C. B.” The presumption is that the whole party were
starved to death. Many of the relics have been carried to
England. Thirty-five of the unfortunate party would thus
seem to be accounted for, but where are the one hundred and
three others that constituted the Expedition? Have they all

erished years ago in the terrific struggle with snows, and
1ce, and famine, or are there a few still who survive, havin
acquired the habits and experiences of the Esquimaux, an
is gir John Franklin of the nminber? His age would seem to
forbid this; but, while there are doubts, who can deny to
‘woman the exercise of her undying faith and hope, and what
effort would be misdirected which aimed to ascertain the facts.
Better the sad reality than such terrible uncertainty.*

It is now over twelve years since Sir John Franklin, with
his vessels, the Erebus and Terror, and a noble band of offi-
cers and men were seen bx a whaler moored to an iceberg in
the upper waters of Baffin’s Bay, and the liveliest interest of
the wiole civilized world has been excited in his behalf. On
the part of the Americans two relief expeditions have been
fitted out mainly through the liberality of one of our mer-
chant princes, Henry Grinnell, Esq. The first expedition was
commanded by Lieut. DeHaven, of the United States Navy,
sailing from New York in May, 1850, and returning about
the 1st October, 1851. It endured the usual perils and hard-
ships of the Arctic winters, discovering, however, in conjunc-
tion with the English vessels on the same search, the graves
of some of FranElin’s crew, with the inscriptions upon them,
which, in connection with other matters, gave incontestible
evidence of the fact that Franklin had wintered in the neigh-
borhood. The historian of the expedition is Dr. Kane, w%xo
acted as its Surgeon.

We come to the second and more important Grinnell Ex-

® Another, and perhaps not {)et final e:’pedition. is being fitted out in Eng-
land. 1t is to be commanded by Capt. McClintock, and has perhaps already
sailed. His vessel, a screw yacht, will carry five weeks fuel for speed, and two
and a half years provisions; and the outfit will absorb nearly all the remaining
resources of Lady Franklin. The Captain has published a letter upon this sub-
ject, from which we make an extract:

The means of accomplishing Lady Franklin’s object, the completion of the
gearch, now placed at my disposal, are ample. The vessel is a three-masted
screw schooner yacht, with foretopsail and top-gallantsail; the topeail roofs
from the deck; she is decidedly a clipper—diagonally built, 132 feet long over
all, 820 tons builder's measurement, with a light diaft of water ; trunk engines,
of thitty horse power; crew numburing thirty individuals, including an Esqui-
maux interpreter. Almost all will be old shipmates of my own in former Are-
tic voyages. They shall be fed and clothed as in the Government expeditions,
and receive double pay. I therefore anticipate no difficulty in keeping up pre-
cisely the same discipline as that which we found fo answer 8o well in the three
Arctic expeditions in which I have served.”
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pedition, commanded by Dr. Kane himself. It consisted of
eighteen persons embarked on board the Advance, a brig of
140 tons burden, and of great strength, having already Leen
tricd on the Arctic seas. Five small boats, a quantity of
boards, several sledges, a large amount of pemu.ican and meat-
biscuit, pickled cabbages, dried fruits, vegetables; some liquors,
malt, &c., wollens in good proportion, small articles of barter
with the natives, books, etc., made up the equipment. A
supply of dogs was taken in at St. Johns, New Foundland.
Pemmican, an indispensable and invaluable resort in these
expeditions, is & preparation of beef, dried and ground in a
mill, then mixed with an egual portion of lard or beef suet,
and somctimes flavored with currents and sweetened with
sugar. It is then fit for use and is packed away in small Ler-
metically sealed cans, and may be kept for several years,
furnishing a condensed, acceptable, and nutritious diet.

The Advance reached Smith’s Sound in about two months
after her departure from New York, encountering the most
fearful gales among the icebergs. For thirty-six hours instant
death on every wave appeared. The parting of the hawsers
the loss of anchors, the crash of bulwarks, and the accnmula-
tions of ice upon the deck were appaling to even experienced
icemen. Borne on by the ice “the immense blocks piled
against her, range upon range, pressing themselves under her
keel and throwing her over upon her side, till, urged by the
successive accumulations, she rose slowly and as if with con-
vulsive efforts along the sloping wall. Still there was no re-
laxation of the impelling force. Shock after shock, jarring
her to her very centre, she continued to mount steadily on her
precarious cradle. But for the groaning of her timbers and
the heavy sough of the floes, we might have heard a pin drop.
And then, as she settled down into her own position, quietg'
taking her place among the broken rubbish, there was a deep-
breathing silence, as though all were waiting for some signal
il.’efc{]r(’a’ the clamor of congratulation and comment could burst

orth.

The brig is soon fastly bound in by the ice for the winter,
and as it proved in the event, forever. Excursionsin the small
boats and on shore succeed. On one of these Dr. Kane having
climbed an attitude of eleven hundred feet, looked ont upon
an expanse extending beyond the eightieth parallel of latitude.
To his right a rolling country led to a dusky wall 1'ke ndge,
recognized afterwards to be Humboldt’s great Glacier, and
still further northward, stretched Washington land, with Capes
Andrew Jackson and John Barrow, with a great sea of solid
ice between. Further out a stream of icebergs increasing in
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numbers: s they re-
ceded showed an al-
most impenetrable
On the 11th Sep-
the
tember, Dr. Kane re-
marked that the lon
staring day whic
had clung to him for
more than 2 months,
to the exclusion of
the stars, had begun
to intermit its bright-
ness, and stretching
his geck to look un-
comfortably up-
wards, there stood
the north star, as it
seemed impossible to
realize otherwise, d¢-
rectly over head.
The dogs which
had been embarked
were quI?Iimaux as
well as Newfound-
land, and had to be
broken totravel with-
out the lash. Six of
them made a power-
ful team, and four
could carry a man
and his instruments
of scientific observa-
tion for short jour-
BRIG IN BARBOR. neys with great ease.
The first sledge brought into use was built very carefully, the
runners being shod with steel and fastened with copper rivets.
All the other parts were held together by seal skin lashings,
in order to secure the l_Fre test pliability and entire secunty
fromirregularities of surface. The Esquimaux dogs werereserv-
ed for the great tug of the actual journeys of search. They
were fierce and unbroken, resembling the wolf, but after expe-
rience showed their inestimable value, their power and speed,
their patience, and sagacity. To drive an %Aquimaux team
much gkill is required.

“The whii) is six yards long, and the handle but sixteen inches—a short lever,
of course, to throw out such a length of seal-hide. Learn to.do it, however,
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with s masterly sweep, or else up your mind to for driviag sl ; for
the dogs are guided solely by a?f {nd you must b“os:ble n:tg oneldszo hit
any particular do{ont of a team of twelve, but to accompany the feat also with
a resoundi After this, you find that to get your lash back involves an-
other difficulty; for it is apt to entangle itself among the dogs and lines, or to
m ;:o’l’f‘ »cnnningly round bits of ice, #0 as to drag you head over heels into

On the 28th October, the moon had reached her greatest
northern declination of 25° 35', presenting a most glorious a
pearance and sweeping around the heavens in a curve whic
at its lowest was 14° above the horizon. For eighty days she
had been making her circuits with almost nnvarymgbbright-
ness. The night is sparklifig and bright, bringing back in
fancy, associations and communings of homes and hearths far
away. On the 7th November darkness indicated its sure ad-
vances, though the thermometer could be read at noon-day,
without a light; and the black masses of the hills were plain
for about five hours, with their glaring patches of snow. All
the rest was night. Lanterns remained permanently upon
deck, and lard lamps as constantly burning below. Stars of
the sixth magnitude shone ou